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Office of the 
Commissioners of Fairmount Park. 
Philadelphia^ December 31, 1868. 

To the Honorable the 

MAYOR OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. 

The fourteenth section of the supplement to the law es- 
tablishing the Park Commission makes it the duty of the 
Board in the month of December, annually, to present to 
the Mayor of the City a report of their proceedings, and 
a statement of their expenditures for the preceding year. 

In performing this duty for the first time it seems proper 
to commence with a brief history of the origin of the Park. 
Some of the incidents connected with it will preserve, for 
grateful remembrance by posterity, the generous deeds of 
the men to whom they will be chiefly indebted for the en- 
joyment of wholesome water and shady groves and re- 
freshing breezes in the midst of a great City. 

The first acquisition of land by the City within the 
bounds of Fairmount Park was made in the year 1812, for 
the purpose of obtaining a supply of water free from the 
impurities of City drainage, and a site for a reservoir high 
enough to distribute this supply to the loftiest buildings 
in the town. 
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The precipitous bluff known from earliest days as " Faire 
Mount" was the nearest point suflBciently high for this 
purpose ; it was then outside of the City limits and much 
too far away to be thought of as a resort for public recrea- 
tion ; the most remote spot reached by the pedestrians of 
that day was the water basin on the Schuylkill at the head 
of Chestnut street. 

By the first purchase only five acres were obtained, at a 
cost of $16,666tVo ; but additional ground was bought as 
it was needed until the whole quantity became, in 1828, 
twenty-four acres, the aggregate cost of which was 
$116,834. 

When the Water Works had been established upon a 
scale, at that time, of unexampled magnitude and excel- 
lence, the good taste and judgment of the projector and 
life-long superintendent prompted the adornment of the 
grounds by planting shade trees and covering the rugged 
cliffs with shrubbery and vines. All the surroundings were 
at that time rural. The vista up the valley 'of the river 
brought in view the elegant country seats of Lemon Hill 
and Sedgeley on the east bank, and Solitude and Eggles- 
field and Landsdowne on the west. The factories of Mana- 
yunk had then no existence ; and no town or cluster of 
houses bordered on the stream until it reached the village 
of Norristown, distant fifteen miles. 

For more than twenty years after the foundation of the 
Fairmount Water Works, Philadelphia reposed in the be- 
lief of their unsurpassable excellence and their perpetuity ; 
and indeed did not become fully awake from this pleasant 
dream for about thirty years. 



Trade and human industry had broken in upon the quiet 
of the rural scene, and had driven out the descendants of the 
ancient dwellers at the country seats, some years before the 
City authorities made the unwelcome discovery that their 
cup of water was in danger of becoming a poisoned chalice. 
No sooner did this suspicion take a tangible shape 
than the men of action urged prompt measures to put away 
the incipient evil; but with them, as with most other 
pioneers in social progress, the great difficulty was, not in 
doing the things they had liberally devised, but in getting 
clear of the hindrances ingeniously set up by the obstruc- 
tive members of the community. But perseverance brdught 
success. 

An opportunity offered for buying the estate known as 
Lemon Hill, containing forty-five acres, lying nearer to the 
forebay of the Water Works than any other large area of open 
land, and so located as to pour its surface waters directly 
into the current that supplies the City reservoirs. In re- 
volutionary times it was the country seat of Robert Morris, 
the patriot financier ; there he hospitably entertained .many 
of the most eminent of his cotemporaries ; and there in 
later life, when financial ruin overtook him, he kept out 
of reach of sheriffs' writs. At the close of that century, 
this fine estate passed into the possession of a successful 
merchant and man of liberal tastes, under whose embel- 
lishment it attained that beauty which made Pratt's Gar- 
den the pride of Philadelphia. Mr. Pratt sold it in the 
year 183H, for $225,000, to men who bought it to make 
money. While in their possession much of its adornment 
fell into ruin, but its natural beauties and many of its 
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noble trees remained. A commercial revulsion brought it 
into market at a price only one-third that of its previous 
sale. 

Such a favorable opportunity was not to be lost by the 
persevering advocates of wholesome water ; they at once 
redoubled their efforts, and the Lemon Hill estate became 
the property of the City in the year 1844, at a cost of 
$75,000. 

An advanced position was now attained, but no park for 
the public as yet grew out of it. The officials who ob- 
tained control of the grounds which were intended to be 
maintained as elysian fields, suffered them to become almost 
a pandemonium. The contest was again commenced, and 
was vigorously maintained for twenty years with variable 
results. The first dawn of success appeared, toward the 
close of the year 1 855, in an Ordinance of Councils approved 
the 28th of September, which " devoted and dedicated to 
public use, as a park, the Lemon Hill estate, to be known 
by the name of Fairmount Park." 

The triumph of right was, for a time, only on the stat- 
ute book ; the vandal spirit that held its orgies on these 
fair terraces defied law, and persisted in its work of ruin 
some years longer. 

But the advocates of the Park, although disappointed, 
were not disheartened, and still pressed on. 

Councils were induced in 1856 to make a small appro 
priation for the improvement of Hunting Park, a tract of 
forty-five acres, situated near the southwestern corner of 
the Twenty-third Ward, which had been bought in 1853 by 
a number of citizens and generously tendered in 1854 to 
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the newly consolidated City free of cost. The municipal 
acceptance of the gift appears to have been attended with 
some hesitation. Councils took some months to consider be- 
fore granting consent to a conveyance of the land to the 
City, and allowed nearly two years to elapse before comply- 
ing with its primary condition that they should, within 
twelve months, cause avenues and walks to be laid .out so 
that it might be used, according to its dedication, as a pub- 
lic park and pleasure-ground. 

The liberal action of these citizens, notwithstanding its 
somewhat ungracious reception, was followed in the year 
1857 by another of greater magnitude. 

By a concerted effort subscriptions amounting to $60,000 
were obtained for the purpose of buying and presenting to 
the City the estate known as Sedgeley, containing about 
thirty-four acres, situated between Lemon Hill and the 
Spring Garden Water Works ; the price of which was 
$125,000. The land was bought and tendered to the City 
subject to a mortgage for the balance of purchase money. 
The acceptance of this second gift was stoutly resisted by 
an opposition that did not shrink from denouncing the 
action and the motives of the donors. But the men who,, 
by their own generous impulses, could best appreciate the 
generosity of others, achieved a complete victory in the 
contest. The donation was accepted with a graceful recog-^ 
nition of its munificence, and a prompt " dedication of it to- 
public use and enjoyment as a part of Fairmount Park.^ 

The Sedgeley tract, like Lemon Hill, had once belonged 
to Robert Morris, constituting the country seat designated 
by its owner as the " Hills." 
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In following up the chain of title to these lands there is 
brought to view a previous connection between them and 
the other lands now by law included in the enlarged Park, 
which possesses sufficient interest to find place in this narra- 
tive. Among the old documents preserved in the collec- 
tions of the Philadelphia Library is Holme's map, dated 
Anno Domini 1681, on which is marked "Fair Mount," 
located within the manor of Springettsberry, a large pro- 
prietary tract situated north of Vine street, and extending 
from the river Schuylkill to some distance east of the road 
to Wissahickon, (now Ridge avenue,) containing 1,830 
acres and allowance. In the year 1718, the commissioners 
of William Penn sold 1,084 acres of this manor, on the por- 
tion which lay north of a line subsequently known as Fran- 
cis' Lane, (now Coates street,) and west of the line of 
Ridge avenue, to Jonathan Dickerson, who, by his will, 
devised the same to his son by the name of the " Vine- 
yard." In 1768 Tench Francis became owner of 400 
acres of the " Vineyard," and in 1770 sold to Robert Mor- 
ris several parcels of the land, including with others 
Lemon Hill and Sedgeley tracts. The part of Springetts- 
berry manor between Vine and Coates streets was, in 1787, 
divided between John Penn and John Penn, Jr., and a 
part of this tract, called the " Springettsberry Farm," lying 
between the Schuylkill and what is now Twenty-first street, 
which was allotted to John Penn, Jr., was by him made 
subject to an agreement of sale to Robert Morris fcr the 
sum of £5,620. Only £1,000 was paid on account, and no 
deed was executed to Morris, whose interest was subse- 
quently sold at sheriff's sale to Samuel Coates for the Bank 
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of North America, subject to the payment of the residue 
of the purchase money. The disjointed fragments of the 
Vineyard are now in great part reunited as one body in 
the eastern area of Fairmoimt Park. 

A record of the names of the donors of these two tracts 
entered on the journals of Councils shows that the contri- 
butions to "Hunting Park " were mostly in sums of $1,000, 
while those to Sedgeley were in various amounts ; two of 
them, from sons of an early and efficient champion of the 
Park, were for $10,000 each, others of $5,000, and under; 
the greatest number of contributions being in sums of 
$100. One of the two largest subscribers to the fond 
had on previous occasions tendered through an agent the 
sum of $100,000 for Sedgeley, and $40,000 for another 
tract, which he deemed important for maintaining the 
purity of the water; intending to convey them to the city 
as his sole free gift. His generous design was frustrated 
by the refusal of the owners to sell on the terms he 
oiFered. 

From this period the forward movement met with 
diminishing impediment : action was soon after taken by 
Councils for laying out and improving Fairmount Park, 
and making it more accessible for public use ; plans were 
invited and received; one of them was accepted and 
obtained the premium offered. Proceedings were insti- 
tuted for obtaining possession of the neck of land between 
the Water Works and Lemon Hill, resulting in its con- 
veyance to the City under a jury award for $55,000. 

By these acts did the City first effectually comply with 
the injunction of its Charter of Consolidation, "to obtain 
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adequate areas of ground, and lay them out and maintain 
them as open public places for the health and enjoyment 
of the people forever." 

Results evinced the wisdom of this legislative injunction. 

Public opinion, when once brought to face squarely 
the subject of parks for the people, pronounced in favor 
of immediate action. It was, therefore, no longer safe for 
any one desiring to keep pace with popular sentiment to 
make an issue against the movement. 

Numerous memorials urged upon the City Councils and 
the Legislature of the State measures for securing land 
upon the western bank of the Schuylkill ; small in area, 
as first asked for, but growing from time to time in the 
area demanded, in proportion as the public mind expanded 
to the full grasp of the important question at issue. 

A party of four citizens, upon learning that a large 
tract, which they deemed indispensable to the complete 
protection of the water, was to be had at a price which 
would probably make it a desirable object for private 
speculation, and, if so disposed of, would retard or even 
frustrate an essential part of the general plan, bought 
it on their individual responsibility and tendered it to the 
City at the price they paid. 

Happily there was no hesitation at this time. The 
matter as presented in a message from the Mayor was at 
once referred to a Special Committee, composed of the 
joint Standing Committees on Law, Finance, Water 
Works, and City Property, who, at the next stated meet- 
ing, reported an Ordinance to buy the property, and a 
vote of thanks to the four patriotic citizens. 
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This prompt action secured to the public the noble 
estate of Landsdowne, containing over one hundred and 
forty acres, at a cost of $84,953.30, being a less price per 
acre than was paid for any other piece of land bought for 
this purpose during the fifty-five years included in our 
narrative. 

The proceedings in which the Park Commission origi- 
nated were the ultimate result of advancing public senti- 
ment. A relation of them comes next in order. 

By an Act of the General Assembly of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, approved the 26th of March, 
1867, entitled "An Act appropriating ground for public 
purposes in the City of Philadelphia," it is provided 
that " the title to and ownership of the area of ground" 
therein described, " shall be vested in the City of Phila- 
delphia, to be laid out and maintained forever as an 
open public place and park, for the health and enjoy- 
ment of the people of said City, and the preservation of 
the water supply of the City of Philadelphia." 

This act was passed with the entire concurrence of the 
municipal government, by whom its provisions had been 
carefully examined and perfected. 

It was intended to supply what had long been felt as a 
great public want, and the unanimity with which it was 
adopted, both by the local and State Legislatures, gives 
proof of the favor in which the proposition it embraced 
was held. That proposition was the creation of a public 
park, on a scale corresponding to the present magnitude 
and probable future development of the City, and under 
such management as would ensure to it the best chances 
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of success. To accomplish this latter result, the Act fur- 
ther provides, ''that the Mayor, the Presidents of the 
Select and Common Councils, Commissioner of City 
Property, the Chief Engineer and Surveyor, and the 
Chief Engineer of the Water Works, of said City, 
together with ten citizens of said City, who shall be ap- 
pointed for five years — five of them by the District Court, 
and five of them by the Court of Common Pleas, of said 
City — be and the same are hereby constituted Commis- 
sioners of said Park." In pursuance of the authority 
thus bestowed, the District Court appointed Eli K. Price, 
John Welsh, William Sellers, Joseph Harrison, Jr., and 
John C. Cresson ; and the Court of Common Pleas ap- 
pointed N. B. Browne, Theodore Cuyler, Henry M. Phillips, 
Gustavus Remak, and George G. Meade. The Commis- 
sioners ex-officio were Morton McMichael, Mayor of the 
City ; Joshua Spering, President of Select Council ; Joseph 
F. Marcer, President of Common Council ; Charles Dixey, 
Commissioner of City Property ; Strickland Kneass, Chief 
Engineer and Surveyor; Frederick Graff, Chief Engineer 
of Water Works. 

In the fifth section it is enacted that as soon as the said 
Commissioners shall have fully organized, they shall have 
the care and management of Fairmount Park on both 
sides of the river Schuylkill, and all plans and expendi- 
tures for the improvement and maintenance of the same 
shall be under their control, subject to such appropriations 
as Councils may from time to time make. 

Accordingly, on the 3d of June, 1867, the organiza- 
tion of the Commissioners was effected by the election of 
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Morton McMichael, President of the Board ; George G. 
Meade, Vice President; Joseph F. Marcer, Secretary ; and 
N. B. Browne, Treasurer; all of them Commissioners, and 
therefore serving without compensation. 

An Assistant Secretary was required who could give all 
his time to office duties, and David F. Foley was appointed 
to the position. 

To secure a proper distribution of the work of the 
Commission, various portions of it were assigned to 
several standing Committees, under the following desig- 
nations : Committee on Land Purchases and Damages, 
Mr. Price, Chairman ; Committee on Plans and Improve- 
ments, Mr. Cuyler, Chairman ; Committee on Superinten- 
dence and Police, Mr. Spering, Chairman ; Committee on 
Finance, Mr. Welsh, Chairman ; Committee of Audit, Mr. 
Cresson, Chairman; and an Executive Committee, com- 
posed of the elective officers of the Board and the chair- 
men of the five Standing Committees. 

A Special Committee, consisting of Frederick Graff, as 
chairman, John C. Cresson, Strickland Kneass, William 
Sellers, and George G. Meade, was appointed to consider 
and report upon the subject of " the preservation of the 
purity of the water supply." 

This Committee gave immediate attention to the duty, 
and presented a report in detail at the earliest period con- 
sistent with due examination. Some of the most promi- 
nent facts, and the conclusions reached by the Committee, 
are all that need be presented in this place. 

They show that the " quality of the water is of undoubt- 
ed excellence when free from impurities introduced by 
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human agency," standing in the "first rank as a water 
proper and desirable for ordinary domestic uses, perfectly 
soft, pleasant to the taste, and remarkably free from 
organic matter." 

A tabular statement is presented of the analysis of 
waters supplied to other American cities from fourteen 
different sources, and to European cities from thirteen 
sources, which exhibits by comparison the good quality of 
the Schuylkill water. The increase of organic impurities 
in twenty years has been at the rate of 1^ grains weight 
of solid matter to the gallon per annum, an amount very 
small in each year, yet sufficient, if continued, to render 
the water eventually insalubrious and unfit for use. 

Effective plans are suggested for removing the causes 
of organic impurities, and the question of the sufficiency 
of quantity is carefully examined. The facts adduced 
upon this point show that there need be no distrust re- 
specting it, if suitable measures be adopted for raising and 
storing a part of the water now running to waste. The 
expense of carrying out the suggestions for these objects, 
so far as may be needed in the ensuing twenty years, is esti- 
mated to be much less than the annual interest upon the 
cost of obtaining a supply from the remote sources that 
have been proposed. 

In conclusion the report recommends that " the City re- 
tain the Schuylkill as a source of supply," and that the 
Commission shall urge upon Councils " the importance of 
carrying out the plans suggested for the preservation of 
the purity of the water." 

From this report made by a Committee of Practical Engi- 
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neers, it fortunately appears that, with proper precautions, 
the water in the Schuylkill can be preserved in all its 
purity, and furnished in abundant quantity for any popula- 
tion that Philadelphia is likely to have for many years to 
come, and that at a cost far below any of the estimates for 
procuring a supply elsewhere. One, and the principal of 
these precautions, is to guard its banks on either side, for 
a snfficient distance from the pumping apparatus at Fair- 
mount, against i&lthy deposits and polluting drainage ; and 
to effect this the ownership of these banks and the adjoin- 
ing lands must be vested absolutely in the City, so that it 
can apply and enforce measures of protection. The grounds 
necessary for this purpose are to constitute the Park, and 
thus while their^ possession will give to the people the op- 
portunity of breathing the fresh, free air, in the midst of 
rural surroundings, their acquisition is indispensable to the 
health and comfort of the people, as connected with the 
water supply of the City. 

The Standing Committees entered upon their duties so 
far as was practicable with the limited means appropriated 
by Councils. 

The Committee on Land Purchases and Damages was ap- 
pointed soon after the organization of the Commissioners, 
to negotiate, agree upon, and report to the Court of Quar- 
ter Sessions of the County of Philadelphia, for approval, 
the price to be paid by the City, for grounds within the 
Park taken for public use. 

That Committee consisted of Eli K. Price, as Chairman, 
Henry M. Phillips, William Sellers, N. B. Browne and 
Joshua Spering, and was subsequently increased by adding 
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to it, James H. Castle. The Committee began their ses- 
sions in June, 1867, but their meetings were infrequent 
during that year, as it became apparent that a Park 'com- 
mensurate with the wishes of the people of Philadelphia 
required very different boundaries from those contained in 
the original Act of 26th of March, 1667. 

The Park Commission prepared a bill for the Legislature 
of 1868, and submitted it for the approval of the Councils, 
with boundaries on the west side of the Schuylkill as they 
are now established ; and the Councils, in a very liberal 
spirit towards the Park, and with a view to other water 
basins, extended the boundary on the east side of the river, 
from a line about four hundred feet eastward of the Reading 
railroad, and striking the river avenue near Dauphin street, 
as far eastward as Thirty-third street, thence to the Ridge 
road, and thereby to South Laurel Hill, adding thereby to 
the east side of the Park three hundred and ten and one- 
half acres. The Act of 14th of April, 1868, established 
these boundaries, and after May 5th, 1868, the Committee 
on Land Purchases and Damages met twice a week until 
the middle of September, to receive and hear claimants for 
compensation; and since that time have met each Friday 
morning at 11 o'clock. 

After the first of the year William S. Stokley, as Presi- 
dent of Select Council, came into the Commission in place 
of Joshua Spering, and was appointed on the Committee 
on Land Purchases. Under the Act referred to, Joshua 
Spering became Assistant City Solicitor; and he and 
Samuel S. Smedley, Surveyor, &c., have been in constant 
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attendance on the Committee, rendering indispensable 
services. 

The Commission had deemed it wise that communica- 
tions from the claimants should be received as confiden- 
tial, and they have reason to believe that the observance 
of the rule has operated advantageously for the City, since 
under it the claimants were more free and open in their 
communications, knowing that they would not be used 
against them, v The following is the resolution of the 
Commission: 

^' Resolved^ That all offers of property to this Commission, 
and negotiations as to price, shall be taken to be confiden- 
tial and privileged communications, as efforts of compro- 
mise and amicable settlement, and shall not be given in 
evidence against any land owner in any judicial proceed- 
ing to value property taken for the Park." 

By the above it will be perceived that the Commission 
have not been at liberty to report their proceedings in the 
ascertainment of prices for lands, &c., to any body except 
the Court of Quarter Sessions. When made there they 
became accessible to the public; but were still under the 
restriction of confidence, since if the Court should reject 
the claims as agreed, the claimants had the right to go be- 
fore a jury to be appointed by the Court, unprejudiced by 
the mutual effort to attain a compromised price between 
the owner and the City. 

As a general rule the Committee were met by a com- 
mendable disposition on the part of the claimants to treat 
the City fairly, and with no feeling of hostility against the 
Park. The negotiations have been satisfactory, both as 
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regards price and quantity of land acquired for the City. 
While the Commission were anxiously careful to save the 
City from paying any thing more than a fair price, they 
did not desire that any one should suffer a wrong at their 
hands, and the recognition of this desire by the claimants 
was an important elemeiit of success in the negotiation. 
Between the Commission and the owners there has been 
no instance of an unkindness arising from differences of 
opinion. 

The Court have given a careful consideration of the re- 
ports made to them, have visited the properties taken, and 
have confirmed the agreements made, with a few excep- 
tions, where the matter is held under consideration. 

The quantity of ground acquired by the City under the 
agreements made by the standing Committee on Purchases, 
so far as reported to, and confirmed by, the Court, is about 
six hundred and eighty-nine acres, at a cost of fourteen 
hundred and fifteen thousand one hundred and twenty- 
four dollars. 

Total area prescribed by the latest Act of Assembly, 
(exclusive of the lines yet to be defined along the 
Wissahickon and the road through Robertas Hollow,) 
as given by Samuel S. Smedley 2,240 acres. 

Deduct the old Park UO 

*' the Landsdowne purchase 150 

'* the river surface c, 350 

640 

Leaving to be acquired under the ''Acts" 1,600 

Acquired as above, inside the Park limits 626 

974 
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Brought forward, 9*74 
Deduct area purchased by City for Water Works from 

Reading Railroad i-^j^^^ 

To be purchased 969j%^q 

Area purchased outside of Park limits 53 

Total area purchased 6t9 

The Paik Commission have presented two petitions to 
the Court for the appointment of juries, for two sections, to 
consider the claims of such owners therein as did not agree 
to the offer made them ; and therein are contained prayers, 
within the terms of the Act of A ssembly, for the assessment 
of charges against owners adjoining, or in the vicinity, for 
benefits to be derived by them from the contiguity of 
the Park. This power should save the city from a con- 
siderable share of the cost of the acquisitions of land yet' 
to be made. These sections are, first on the west side of 
the Schuylkill, from Iceland street northward to Torr 
avenue, and westward to Forty-first street, and second, on 
the east side of the Schuylkill northward from the present 
Park to South Laurel Hill. 

It is proper to record here the latest instance of individual 
generosity in connection with the Park, which has already 
been communicated to Councils and received at their hands 
a suitable acknowledgment. 

A dedication has been made, by Jesse George and his 
sister Rebecca George, of "George's Hill," upon terms so 
generous as to consist only of annual payments which are 
less than the interest of the actual value of the land and 
which are to cease with the life of Jesse George, now of the 
age of eighty- threii jFears. This has been the patrimonial 
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estate of the grantors, derived from an ancestor of the same 
name, who owned it on the settlement of the province under 
William Penn. Mr. George appeared before the Commit- 
tee on Land Purchases, and with evidently pleasurable 
emotions, made them acquainted with his benevolent pur- 
poses, and also further expressed them in the following 
letter, addressed to the Commission : 

Philadelphia, 12th Month 11th, 1868. 

To the Commissioners of Fairmount Park : 

I am advised that a portion of my farm has been included 
within the limits of Fairmount Park. The commanding 
view ftom the high ground has attracted the attention of 
persons who have frequently applied to me for the purchase 
of building sites. 

This property has been the uninterrupted home of my 
ancestors for many generations; and from the first settle- 
ment of the country has retained very much of its original 
appearance. 

With a view of preserving it to their memory, very much 
in the same rural condition as when they occupied it, I 
have declined all offers and entreaties to sell. I have 
thought the purpose to which you propose to appropriate it 
would be likely to carry out my views in this respect. 

I had expected to retain possession during my lifetime, 
and had thought of devising some of this ground to some 
public use thereafter. Considering the benefits which a 
public Park will secure for the health, recreation and en- 
joyment of the citizens of Philadelphia, T have determined 
that this disposition would be as useful to the people as 



23 

any other ; and I, therefore, offer it to you as a gift to 
the City of Philadelphia, reserving only an annual pay- 
ment of four thousand dollars, during my lifetime, and to 
remain in the undisturbed enjoyment of the water which I 
now obtain from George's Run. 

My sister, Rebecca George, is joint owner with me in 
that portion which belongs to the estate of my brother, 
Edmund George, now deceased, and she joins with me in 
making the same offer, reserving a similar payment to her, 
also, during my lifetime, of one thousand dollars per an- 
num. The total area will be about eighty-three acres, of 
which my sister's share is one-fifth. 

I am, very truly, your friend, 

JESSE GEORGE. 

The Commission have accepted the grant on the terms 
expressed, and have submitted the same for the approval 
of the Court in conformity with the law. They have also 
taken deeds reserving the annual 'sums as rents, clear of 

' taxes ; and the citizens of Philadelphia cannot but desire 

that the donor may live long to enjoy the consciousness 
of his beneficent grant, and to see George's Hill embel- 
lished — a chief ornament of the Fairmount Park. 

i. The Commission have with great pleasure adopted the 

following resolutions, expressive of their feelings and 
opinions, and ordered them to be handsomely engrossed, 
signed, framed, and presented to the grantors : 

Whereas, Jesse George and his sister Rebecca George 
have, with great liberality of feeling and public spirit, 
made a dedication of eighty-three acres of land, known as 
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" George's Hill," to be made part of Fairmount Park, 
for a veiry moderate annual compensation, to cease with 
the Ufe of Jesse George : Be it, therefore, 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Fairmount Park Com- 
missioners be gratefully tendered, in behalf of the citizens 
of Philadelphia, as well as of this Commission, to Jesse 
George and Rebecca George, for their generous disposition 
of George's Hill unto the City of Philadelphia. 

Resolved^ That the grounds so dedicated shall be laid 
out, and forever kept ornamented, as one of the most beau- 
tiful portions of the Fairmount Park, commanding, as it 
does, distant views over the City, and country and rivers of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

Resolved^ That as in the long past, so in all the future, 
this tract of land shall bear the name of " George's Hill," 
and bearing it shall be a perpetual memorial in Fairmount 
Park, of the honored name of the grantors, and of their 
generous public spirit ; itself an imperishable monument, 
with summit crowned with health and pleasure to the 
people, and with prospects that shall be beauty and joy 
forever. 

A special Committee, consisting of Strickland Kneass, 
chairman, John Welsh, Frederick Graff, Joseph Harrison, 
Jr., and Jonathan H. Pugh, appointed at the request of Mr. 
Price, Chairman of the Committee on Land Purchases, &c., 
(who was personally interested in ground within these 
limits,) to agree and report upon prices for all properties 
within the boundaries of Coates street, Landing avenue, 
and the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad, have presented 
their final report, in which they say, that entering at once 
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upon what it was feared would be a work of great labor, 
they were gratified with the reception they met with from 
a large majority of those owning property within the limits 
named; and that the general feeling of favor towards the 
construction of Fairmount Park, with such limits and in 
such manner as shall be worthy of our city, greatly facili- 
tated their work, and enabled them to ask for a discharge 
with but only twelve properties of the forty-five covering 
V the area not adjusted; and several of these would have 

I been finally arranged, except for the existence of some legal 

difficulties, rendering the action of the Court imperative. 

The area above named was originally appropriated to 
public purposes by the Select and Common Councils of 
the City of Philadelphia, by Ordinance passed 28th June, 
1864, under authority of Act of Assembly of May 
13th, 1857. Upon application of Hon. F. C. Brewster, 
^ then City Solicitor, a jury was appointed 8th December, 

1864, to assess the damages which the owners of said 
property might sustain by reason of the selection and 
appropriation of the ground for public uses. This jury 
reported their awards to the Court on the 12th day of 
December, 1865, which report was set aside by the 
Court in consequence of some irregularities in the pro- 
l^ ceedings, and a new jury was named. This last jury 

I promptly commenced the necessary examinations, but 

through some legal technicalities their labors were of short 
duration and without result. 

The compensation allowed for the thirty-one properties, 
for which agreements with the owners have been made, 
amounts to $219,385.63. 
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The damages for two of the properties within this area 
was determined by juries appointed by the Court, upon 
the application of the owners. The awards together 
amounted to $51,091. 

By the report of the jury of 1865, the amount of dam- 
ages uponpropertyadjusted by the Commission was $233,132 85 

While the amount now agreed upon as stated 

above, is 219,385 63 

Showing a saving to the City in damages of $13,747 21 

By adding the two properties which were adjusted by 
juries appointed by the Court, there is found to be a further 
saving as follows : 

Amount awarded by jury of 1865 $63,513 33 

Amount awarded by juries of 1868 51,091 00 

Saving 12,422 33 

To which add saving as above noted 13,747 22 

Total saving on thirty-three properties of. . . $26,169 55 

The Committee on Plans and Improvements commenced 
their official labors with the consideration of a question 
referred to them by the Board, relative to " the boundaries 
within which it is desirable and proper that the contem- 
plated Park should be contained." After making a full 
examination of the lines designated in the Act of March, 
1867, and of the grounds lying outside at the points where 
changes seemed desirable ; and consulting with Messrs. 
Olmsted & Vaux, of New York, and Mr. Robert Morris 
Copeland, of Boston, eminent landscape gardeners of large 
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experience, the Committee reported a well-digested plan 
increasing the area of the Park beyond the area described 
in the Act of 26th March, 1867, by adding about six hun- 
dred acres on the western side of the river and one hun- 
dred and fifty-one acres on the eastern. 

The following extracts from their report will exhibit the 
reasons on which their conclusions rest. They say: 

The City of Philadelphia derives its water supply from 
a stream which passes directly through it, and elevates 
the water into distributing reservoirs from points within 
its limits, which are already surrounded by the popula- 
" tion iof the City, and which at no distant day will be 
" densely peopled, if such provision as this report contem- 
" plates is neglected to be made. 

This water supply — hitherto of unsurpassed abundance, 
and of unequalled purity — is adequate for the prospec- 
*' tive wants of the people for generations to come, if proper 
" economy is observed in its elevation into and storage in 
" reservoirs, and proper provision is made to protect and 
" preserve its purity. 

It is not proposed in this report to state the reasons 
upon which this conclusion is based. These may be found 
in the report of another Committee of this Commission, 
" whose education and experience peculiarly fit them for 
'* the investigation of such questions. 

" ' The preservation of the purity of the water supply of 
'' the City of Philadelphia,' is declared, in the Act of As- 
'^ sembly which creates this Commission, to be one of the 
'* chief objects of the Park which the Commission is re- 
'' quired to lay out and establish ; and hence, in selecting 
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" the lines which the Committee recommend, they have 
" had steadily before them this great and important pur- 
" pose of the law under which we are acting. 

" Now, if ever, while it is yet possible to be done at a 
" cost which is moderate, when compared with its advan- 
" tages, we must possess the ground which surrounds our 
"water supply so closely that the impurities which are 
" drained from its surface must necessarily be drawn into 
" the reservoirs, and by preventing the erection of dwell- 
" ings and manufactories upon the shores of the basin, and 
" of the waters closely adjacent, provide against the pollu- 
" tion of the water, which is the sole supply for dopaestic 
" uses of the present and of the future population of this 
" vast and rapidly growing City. If we fail to do so, and 
" our population continues to increase in the ratio of oiir 
" past progress, twenty years will not pass before the shores 
" of the Schuylkill will be crowded with dwellings and 
"manufactories, pouring their impurities into the basin, 
" and compelling the City, at enormous cost, either to build 
"fresh works at some other point where pure water for do- 
"mestic uses may be had, or else to acquire the very 
" ground — the purchase of which we now recommend, 
" while its cost is moderate — when its price will have been 
" so enhanced as to make its acquisition almost impractic- 
" able. No one who has watched the growth of this City 
" for the last twenty years, and observed how steadily it 
" tends to the north and northwest, can be indifferent to 
" these considerations. 

" The convenience of the river for maiiufacturing pur- 
" poses, and the high ground and picturesque beauty of the 
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" northwestern portions of the City, on both sides of the 
" Schuylkill, attract population, and the owners of the land 
" are watching with interest the steady approach of im- 
" provements that are pushing toward and will presently 
'*• reach and surround them. 

" Our population, in twenty years, will probably be a 
" million and a half, and very soon this object, so desirable 
" and now so attainable, will have passed beyond our reach. 
^ ^' Independently of these considerations, the ground we 

" propose to acquire is peculiarly adapted to Park pur- 
poses. No other city in the Union has, within its 
boundaries, streams which, in picturesque and romantic 
beauty, can compare with the Wissahickon and the 
" Schuylkill ; and there are few, if any, which include 
within their limits landscapes, which, in sylvan grace 
and beauty, surpass those which abound within the 
space we propose to appropriate. Nature herself has so 
" adorned them that little remains for art to do, except 
" skilfully, with cautious good taste, to open such paths as 
" may best develop the natural beauties of the ground. 
" Here through long coming generations, when with pass- 
"ing time our overflowing population shall have em- 
" bosomed these spacious grounds with the homes of the 
" people of a vast and prosperous City, will this Park 
" continue — a monument of the wisdom and the foresight 
" of those who founded it — protecting the purity and 
" securing the abundance of their water supply ; minister- 
*' ing in its clear air and ample grounds to their health 
" and enjoyment, and in the beauty and grace of its 
"natural and its artificial adornments to the rpfinement 
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of their taste; while to the spots already of historic 
interest, which are within its bounds, will be added 
others on which stately buildings will arise, for works 
of art or taste, or for instruction in natural science, or 
where monuments will be reared to the immortal 
memory of those who in their day have greatly served 
the State. 

" The cost for embellishment will be leaSy far leas^ than 
that of any other great park of which we have knowl- 
edge." " Even if the cost of its acquisition and adorn- 
ment were never repaid in money, it would be repaid 
each year in the health and enjoyment of the people; 
but we entertain no doubt that the tax income, from 
increased assessments of properties surrounding the 
Park, will soon equal the interest upon our permanent 
investment, and ultimately extinguish its cost. The 
outer lines on either shore are so adjusted as to com- 
mand such adjacent grounds as, by their natural beauty 
and extent, may best afford a noble Park for the health 
and enjoyment of all the people forever. 

"Aside from the daily increasing and already almost 
vital necessity of controlling these grounds for the pro- 
tection of our water supply, their beauty and their fit- 
ness for Park uses is such that posterity will utter 
never-ceasing reproaches if we permit this last oppor- 
tunity of securing them to pass unimproved, for if we 
fail now to obtain them, their enhanced cost will soon 
place them beyond our reach. To no other city is there 
afforded the chance, at a cost so small, of preserving and 
perfecting its water supply, and of providing a Park of 
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such unrivalled beauty. Other cities have expended 
more than three times the possible cost of obtaining and 
adapting these grounds, in providing a Park alone, and 
" have found the taxes derived from increased assessments 
in the neighborhood of their Park adequate within five 
yeas to pay more than the interest upon the entire ex- 
penditure. Viewed even in a selfish light, this Park 
must become an advantage to the revenue ; viewed in 
the far nobler light of its importance to the health and 
happiness of long-coming generations, its value is beyond 
" price." 

The Board of Commissioners concurred in the report of 
their Committee, and transmitted it to the City Councils. 

A special Committee of that body, to whom it was re- 
ferred, composed of the five joint Standing Committees on 
Finance, Xaw% Water Works, City Property, and Surveys, 
after considering the views presented by the Commissioners, 
reported an Ordinance embracing the enlarged boundaries. 
After a full discussion the Ordinance reported by the 
Committee was amended so as to increase the area on the 
east side of the river in the manner already stated, and 
was then passed by both branches of Councils with great 
unanimity. A bill framed in accordance with the Ordi- 
nance was transmitted to Harrisburg, where it was en- 
acted in the form of a supplement on the 14th of April, 
1868. The boundaries thus defined are described in the 
portions of the supplemental act which is appended to 
this report. 

The enlightened judgment, enlarged views, and pro- 
gressive spirit* of our City Coimcils, displayed in their re- 
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lations to this noble public improvement, must command 
the approbation of all good citizens. They have added 
to the extensive area designated by the Commission over 
three hundred acres, and have provided through a loan 
bill a fund of $4,000,000, for the uses of the Commis- 
sion. 

While these measures were pending, a change occurred 
among the Commissioners ex-officio, by the election of 
William S. Stokley to the Presidency of Select Council, and 
of Jonathan H. Pugh to the office of Commissioner of City 
Property, who thereupon became Park Commissioners in 
place of Joshua Spering and Charles Dixey, whose terms 
had expired. On the retirement of Mr. Spering, the chair- 
manship of the Committee on Superintendence and Police 
devolved to Gustavus Remak. 

In consequence of the lateness of the period art which a 
loan was authorized for the use of the Park Commission, 
no large work of improvement could be undertaken, and 
operations have been limited chiefly to making surveys. 

In order to insure the proper organization of this work, 
it must be conducted under the direction of an executive 
officer who can give constant attention to it, and to the 
resulting operations of laying out the Park grounds. 

The necessity for obtaining the services of such an 
officer had engaged the attention of the Commissioners at 
an early day ; but their diligent inquiries, and their con- 
ferences with eminent landscape gardeners, had not led 
to any result that met the approval of the Committee to 
whom the subject had been referred. When the time drew 
near for action, a member of the Board of Commissioners, 
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Mr. Cresson, expressed a willingness to undertake the 
duties of such executive head ; and upon resigning his seat 
as a Commissioner, he was elected Chief Engineer, and 
authorized to make the surveys needed, and to take direc- 
tion of the entire work in accordance with instructions to 
be given by the Commissioners. The vacated seat was 
filled by the appointment of James H. Castle by the Dis- 
trict Court. 
^ Immediately upon receiving the appointment the Chief 

I Engineer entered upon his duties, and by a series of de- 

tailed reports has kept the Committees and the Board ad- 
vised of the progress of the work. 

From these reports have been derived the ensuing state- 
ments of the various operations conducted under his 
directions. 

Before entering upon a description of the work that has 
\ been performed, it will be proper to offer a few remarks 

that may convey some idea of the important bearings of 
these preliminary surveys. 

The primary requisite in a Park for popular recreation 
is an expanse of greensward, partly sheltered, and adorned 
by trees and shrubbery. 
I These simple rural elements will of themselves give 

i pleasure and healthful exhilaration to people of all ages 

and conditions. But a large community needs some 
thing more. 

There should be breadth enough of open lawns to give 
room for play-grounds and parades ; shaded and secluded 
spots in sufficient number to present ample opportunity for 

the enjoyment of the quiet retirement, doubly grateful to 

3 
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those who temporarily escape from the din of crowded 
City streets. There should be ornamental fountains, and 
abundant supplies of running water accessible for the 
refreshment of visitors of all degrees, and of the animals 
admitted for their convenience or amusement. 

There should also be arbors, and other structures for 
shelter and rest, as well as suitable arrangements to facili- 
tate the enjoyment of fine views of the Park and the sur- 
rounding scenery. 

Easy access to these works of art and beauties of nature 
must be provided, requiring roads and walks skilfully 
designed for securing to all visitors, both pedestrians and 
riders, freedom from danger or any reason to apprehend 
dangerous interference with their common recreation. This 
enumeration does not represent all the objects of interest 
that should find place in a public Park ; but it will suffice to 
show the scope and general characteristics of the work that 
must be defined and properly located by the skill of the 
Engineer. In carrying on this work there are two systems 
of procedure quite different in character and results. 

In accordance with one system, the position and shape 
of lawns and avenues are largely governed by the natural 
character and topography of the grounds. It seeks to find 
rather than to mjdlce pleasing contours, and by judicious 
adaptation of roads and paths to the existing surface to 
lead them to the various points of interest or enjoyment. 
This system may not produce results of highest artistic 
effect, but will yield such as cannot fail to commend them- 
selves to our common love of the beautiful in nature ; they 
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are also attainable without excessive cost or tiresome 
delay. 

By the other system a plan is prescribed according to 
well-considered rules of art, without much regard to the 
original shape of the surface ; which must be modified so 
as to conform to the requirements of the ideal creation. A 
work of surpassing and rare excellence may in this way 
bp produced, but its cost must be very large and the delay 
of its completion tedious. 

With regard to making choice between these two systems, 
there is happily no cause of embarassment in this instance. 

The diversified character of the grounds, and the abun- 
dance of noble trees and groves give us, at many points, 
a Park made to our hands, replete with the objects which 
form nature's share of its adornment. 

Our first care must be to give easy access to all interest- 
ing objects, the existence of whi^h in established positions 
necessitates a careful study of the lines for roads: not 
merely upon office plans, by tracing graceful curves, but ou 
the ground, to which they must be judiciously adapted for 
pleasant transit, without injury to the natural scenery 
among which they are to be located. 

For accomplishing this successfully, and without need- 
less expense, an indispensable prerequisite is a minute 
instrumental measurement showing the exact position of 
all permanent objects, and the altitude of every porticm of 
the surface. 

In accordance with instructions issued to the Chief En- 
gineer, six engineering parties were equipped with instru- 
ments and employed on the general surveys, Mr. Samuel 
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L Smedley, one of the Surveyors and Regulators of the 
City, personally familiar with the district, acting as princi- 
pal assistant engineer. Another party was subsequently 
organized, under the lead of Mr. John D. Estabrook, to 
make a special survey of a line for a sewer designed to 
convey the drainage of the factories at Manayunk to tide 
water below Fairmount dam. 

The general surveys embraced work of several distinct 
kinds needed for different purposes. One of these was, 
to mark out on the ground the whole Park outline as de- 
scribed in the Act of Assembly, and obtain the data for 
deciding on the proper location for the outside public 
avenues. 

The boundaries definitely fixed by law, which are ex- 
elusive of the Wissahickon Valley and Robert's Hollow, 
on being carefully run and measured, were found to have 
an aggregate length of fifty-three thousand feet, or ten 
miles and a small fraction. 

The Wissahickon and Robert's Hollow outlines, which 
are described in general terms, but not precisely defined in 
the law, are not yet completely located. 

Next in order are the surveys of division-lines of the 
numerous lots and tracts belonging to different owners, 
and the computation of their areas: a work requiring 
accuracy and careful calculation, in districts of rugged and 
uneven surface, for ascertaining correctly the quantities to 
be paid for. 

The number of distinct parcels to be measured and 
computed is five hundred and thirteen, of which four 
hundred and sixty-eight are classed as building lots, con- 
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taining less than five acres, and forty-eight as farming 
tracts or forests. 

The topographical work comprises measuring and de- 
noting by marked and numbered stakes a series of inter- 
secting straight lines which shall divide the entire area 
into numerous equal squares ; and then ascertaining with 
levelling instruments, and noting in a field-book, the exact 
elevation of each stake above a given bench or horizontal 
plane, known technically as the " City datum." The num- 
ber of these measurements varies in diiFerent surveys 
according to the dimensions adopted for the sides of the. 
normal squares. In this survey the maximum dimension 
is one hundred feet on a side, with intermediate measure- 
ments where abrupt changes of grade render them 
necessary. 

If the area of the Park was defined by a rectangular 
outline, the number of dividing squares would be four 
hundred and thirty-six for each one hundred acres, requir- 
ing lines to be run for nine thousand eight hundred and 
seventy squares of one hundred feet, in a tract of such 
regular shape, containing the area of our Park ; but the 
irregularities of the outline add greatly to this number, as 
well as to the length of the outside boundaries. 

For convenience of reference, the division lines, that 
are east and west in course, have been designated by the 
letters of the alphabet; the series of twenty-five letters 
making a section 2,600 feet on a side. Between the Wire 
Bridge on the south, and the mouth of the Wissahickon 
on the north, there are eight of these sections; making 
the length of lines in this direction 2<\000 feet. The 
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meridional lines are numbered in regular order from to 
126, showing the width of the containing rectangle to 
be 12,600 feet. 

The intersecting lines to be measured and levelled within 
this rectangle have a total length of several hundred 
miles ; most of them are broken into two parts, and many 
into three, by the Schuylkill river, which traverses the en- 
tire survey on its diagonal of greatest length. 

In locating and leveling these numerous lines, across 
valleys separated by abrupt hills, the work must be distrib- 
uted to different surveying parties operating in isolated 
sections, by whom it must be done with such exactness as 
will make all the sections fit each other when they come 
to be united in one general plan. 

To secure the requisite parallelism and uniformity of 
the intersecting lines in remote sections, the whole work 
has been connected by triangulations run out from base 
lines, laid down and measured with extreme accuracy on 
both sides of the river ; and by an axial line carried tele- 
scopically over the valley of the river, which it crosses 
three times, and over the wooded summits of the hills, a 
distance of eight miles. For obtaining an unobstructed 
vista between these distant points, the observations were 
taken from stations elevated one hundred and ninety feet 
above City datum at one extremity, and three hundred and 
ten feet at the other. On the borders of the Wissahickon 
the engineering work has been restricted to the prelimi- 
nary location and measurement of three lines ; one along 
the middle of the valley on the margin of the creek, and 
one upon each side, near the apparent crest of the heights. 
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for defining the width required to "protect the purity of the 
water and preserve the beauty of the scenery." Upon the 
completion of the surveys these limits can be defined and 
placed on record in the Department of Surveys as required 
by law. 

This difficult survey could not well be made during the 
summer months, when the dense foliage prevented distinct 
views across deep gorges, enclosed at some points among 

K nearly inaccessible cliffs. 

But the importance of a proper control over the waters 
of this beautiful stream is sufficient to repay all the cost 
of securing it. 

As early as the days of Franklin its value in this re- 
spect was perceived by his keen foresight, and induced him 
to direct that the anticipated accumulations of interest in 
one hundred years upon his legacy for aiding young me- 
chanics, should be applied to obtaining a supply to the 
City from the waters of the Wissahickon. 

The special survey for ascertaining the best location for 
a sewer in the river valley, to protect the stream from the 
polluting currents poured out from dye-houses and other 
manufacturing establishments at Manayunk and interven- 
ing points, has been completed. 

I A plan and profile giving a faithful delineation of the 

line, shows no extraordinary difficulty in obtaining gradi- 
ents which will insure a proper flow of sewage matter ; 
and that this work, so essential to the future health of the 
City, is entirely practicable, and can be constructed at a 
moderate cost. 
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This important subject is in charge of a Committee of 
which Strickland Kneass is the Chairman. 

Besides these somewhat extensive operations, several 
others of less magnitude have occupied the labors of the 
engineers. 

Levels have been taken, and bench marks established, to 
show the proper grade for the drive along the river bank 
to place it out of reach of floods. 

Several routes have been explored for crossings above 
or beneath the railways that environ the Park ; especially 
for obtaining entrances free from the dangers of crossing 
these roads at grade. 

Measurements and soundings have been taken for loca- 
ting a river retaining wall contiguous to the Water Works, 
with commodious stairs for a boat landing. An enumera- 
tion has been made of the trees now standing within the 
limits of the entire Park, excepting the borders of the 
Wissahickon, distinguishing their species, and noting the 
position of such as are of extraordinary dimensions. The 
trees of large size, between eighteen inches and twenty- 
seven feet in girth, number thirty-four thousand seven 
hundred, embracing thirty-nine genera and sixty species. 
Those of less size number about twice as many ; and the 
hard wood shrubs and vines are estimated to be nearly two 
hundred thousand in number ; making about three hun- 
dred thousand perennial plants, exclusive of those on the 
Wissahickon which have not yet been numbered. 

From these various labors a mass of records has accu- 
mulated to be used as data for constructing plans and 
maps, exhibiting in their true relations the contours of 
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surface, . courses of streams, position of forests, or clumps 
of remarkable trees, and all other objects that must influ- 
ence the location of roads or walks or other permanent 
improvements. When these have been properly depicted 
on survey maps, their careful study regulates the delinea- 
tion of trial lines for principal drives and broadest walks, 
to be next transferred to the groimd by plane-table or 
other instrumental method. 

Should the effect there be satisfactory after scrutiny in 
the field, the time will have arrived for the pick and spade 
and trowel, and trenching tools and drain pipes, and all 
the numberless mechanical appliances which must be 
brought into requisition in laying out a Park. 

Many of the computations for the reduction of field 
work, and their notation and transfer upon plans of uniform 
scale, which can be intrusted to any member of the sur- 
veying corps, have been completed. But the nicer pro- 
cesses of working in contours, and representing truly the 
variations of the surface, which cannot be done with rule 
and compass, require a high degree of skill, with a training 
of both hand and eye to give them any value. Without 
strict fidelity to nature in this part of the work it is worth- 
less. It must therefore be committed to the few who, 
possessing the requisite qualifications, can produce reliable 
results. 

From these causes the final preparation of the finished 
maps is slow. They are in hand and make daily progress ; 
and wiU be completed at the earliest moment possible. 

The work we have been describing has related chiefly 
to the lands about to be acquired for the Park extension. 
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Upon the grounds heretofore owned by the City, and 
already opened to the public, but few improvements could 
be carried on with the small residue of funds that was to 
spare after the surveys were set on foot. 

Early in the year, when no doubt was entertained as to 
the prompt passage of the loan bill, out of which the cost 
of new work should be paid, plans were formed for several 
improvements in the old Park that were much needed, and 
preparatory steps were directed for their commencement. 
But when it became apparent that the loan would be 
delayed to an uncertain period, most of these measures 
were abandoned : a few only that were of pressing necessity 
for the convenience and safety of visitors were carried into 
effect. 

The care of the grounds now in use by the public be- 
longs to the Committee on Superintendence and Police. 
Under their direction a system has been established, in 
accordance with the legislative enactments, by which the 
Park rules are promulgated and enforced so as to promote 
good order, and secure to the thousands who frequent the 
grounds, the largest liberty for innocent recreation. 

At first there were found some persons who were slow 
to comprehend regulations that forbade the use of the Park 
walks and drives as public highways, or the lawns as open 
commons, but the exercise of firmness with patience, and 
some forbearance when ignorance and not perverseness 
was the fault, proved efficient in most cases. A gratifying 
proof that the people of our City understand and respect 
the true use of objects designed for common enjoyment, 
may be instanced in the fact that many thousand flowers 
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bloomed on parterres contiguous to the most frequented 
walks without any known attempt at injury or depreda- 
tion. 

Since the advent of the freezing weather that has 
covered with ice the deep waters of the river pool, the 
Park keepers have been directed to use vigilance in giving 
warning of dangerous spots, and extending prompt aid to 
persons in peril. The gentlemen of the Philadelphia Skating 
k Club and Humane Society have agreed to place at our dis- 

I posal their Ice Life-Boats and other Apparatus, and kindly 

i 

offered to give the Park force the necessary instructions in 
their use, by a course of systematic drill. These precau- 
tions have already resulted in saving one person who would 
have perished had he not been rescued by a Park guard, 
who was fortunately near enough to throw a line and thus 

I draw him from the water. Life was so nearly extinct that 

f medical assistance was required to restore the sufferer to 

j the use of his faculties. 

The Committee on Finance, beside the matters of rou- 
tine presented in their exhibit of receipts and expenditures 

I for the current year hereto attached, have given attention 

to the preparation of a system of accounts adapted to the 
various transactions of the future Park improvements, de- 
signed to present a distinct view of the expenses in the 
different divisions of the work, and to provide such checks 
as will maintain a proper responsibility without unnecessary 
obstruction of business. 

For a similar purpose the Committee of Audit at the 
beginning of their labors adopted a rulfe requiring that all 
bills offered for their scrutiny shall first receive a formal 
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certificate of approval by the Committee under whose au- 
thority the expenditure is made. 

All bills for these expenditures, before reaching any of 
the Committees, are subjected to examination by the Chief 
Engineer, whose signature must be affixed to such as are 
found correct, together with a designation of the particu- 
lar account to which the items belong. 

The employment of laborers is also by a resolution of 
the Board placed exclusively under the direction of the 
Chief Engineer. 

Concerning the details of our future work, but few words 
need be added to the remarks already made. Nothing has 
been said about the preparation of nurseries for growing 
stock for future plantings ; nor of the selection of trees to 
constitute an arboretum comprising specimens of all trees 
that can flourish in this chmate ; nor of the establishment 
of systematic collections of growing plants of humbler size, 
in which proper culture may be given to such as need it ; 
and their native wild conditions provided for those which 
wUl not submit to artificial cultivation. In such schools, 
students of botany may learn the native habits and the prop- 
erties for good or evil of the numberless plants that are 
to be found in forests and fields as well as in cultivated gar- 
dens. These have been thought of and noted as objects 
which must in their turn receive attention. 

The various modes of enclosing the grounds, whether 
by walls, or fences, or living hedges, have also been sub- 
jects of discussion : some selections of plants have been 
suggested as the most suitable for defensive hedges, and 
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for screens to be used in " planting out" railways or other 
objects that should be kept out of view. 

This subject possesses an importance, in a pecuniary as- 
pect, of greater magnitude than would be supposed with- 
out looking into its particular details, 

A computation made by the Chief Engineer shows that 
the length of fence, or impervious hedges, for outside en- 
closure will be nearly eight miles or about forty thousand 
1^ feet : the length of screens for railways, assuming a single 

line for such as are outside the boundary, and a double line 
for screening on both sides the railways which traverse the 
park will exceed ten miles ; making an aggregate of some 
eighteen miles, or nearly one hundred thousand feet. It 
therefore becomes a matter of consideration to determine 
on a mode of accomplishing this work that will best sub- 
serve its purpose, with as much regard to economy of cost 
as may consist with its properly ornate character and its 
fitness in all other respects. 

Although no definite conclusion on this question has 
yet been reached, it may be proper to state that the ex- 
pense of enclosing the Park by stone walls or iron fences 
is believed to be greater than it will be proper to incur. 

The want of durability of timber is an objection to its 
use in any ornamental or expensive shape. 

From investigations thus far made relative to the cost of 
plants to form living hedges that will give adequate pro- 
tection, it appears that an enclosure of this kind combining 
beauty with durability can be made at less cost than the 
cheapest wooden fence fit for our purpose. 
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The especial work in which at first the public feel most 
deeply interested is the opening of roads to give entrance 
within the grounds. For this there are various motives : 
there is the desire to find new routes for pleasant drives ; 
some will prefer to see the new territory in its original 
condition, others will take pleasure in watching the pro- 
cesses for improvement of the lawns and planting. 

The proper location for the system of roads can be de- 
termined at this time upon those portions only of the 
grounds where the topographical surveys and plottings 
have been completed. So far as this work has progressed, 
it shows that road lines of graceful figure can be adapted 
to the surface contours, in a way that will carry them 
chiefly upon high plateaus, with easy gradients, generally 
less than one foot rise in thirty of distance, that will lead 
in their circuit to nearly all the points exhibiting the fine 
views which abound on every side. 

They can be so located as to permit the establishment of 
traffic roads that can be crossed by bridges, that will secure 
the Park drives from interruption or intrusion. On these 
drives it will be practicable to have many miles of circuit 

• 

within the Park without crossing or coming unpleasantly 
near to any of the adjacent railways. 

The length of the principal drives, including those along 
the Schuylkill and the Wissahickon, will be not far from 
thirty miles, without counting the bridle paths or wajks 
or narrow drives leading to secluded spots out of the main 
circuit. 

The drives along the river on both sides can be taken 
in hand at an early day. 
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Much of this work can be performed in winter, and 
thus may give employment to numbers who at this inclem- 
ent season find it difficult to get work enough for the sup- 
port of their families. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners desire to express their 
abiding sense of the magnitude of the work before them, 
and their entire sympathy with the public sentiment now 
fully awakened to the necessity of providing ample space for 
i. recreation amid rural surroundings. They appreciate the 
desirableness of securing to the living generation all the 
benefits of its enjoyment; and it is their wish and inten- 
tion to urge forward the work of improvement as rapidly 
as may be found consistent with its proper execution ; and 
to open the Park for public use in successive portions so 
as to make all the finished parts available at the earliest 
moment. 

By order of the Commissioners of Fairmount Park. 

. MORTON McMICHAEL, 

President Park Commission, 



RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITUBES. 
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Receipts by the Commissioners of JFairmount Park during the year 

1868. 

1. Donation from Eli K. Price (paid to 

the Treasurer of the Commission)... $250 00 



2. For sale of building materials, (paid 
to the City Treasurer, to be credited 
to the Sinking Fund for the Eedemp- 
tion of the Park Loan) $800 00 



3. For sale of grass, hay, pasturage, &o.. $785 00 
For sale of rough wood — dead limbs 

of trees 15 00 

For rent of refreshment saloon in 

mansion, for the year 1868 8,000 00 

(Paid to the City Treasurer to be 
credited to the "Fund for Park 
Purposes.") 

NoTB. — No moneys receiyed during the year 1867. 



$3,750 00 
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APPROPRIAIION FOR 1867. 

Amount appropriated by Councils to the Park Commission, 
"for the improvement and expense of Fairmount Park," by an 
Ordinance approved June 14,1867 $15,04t) 70 



Expenditures for Permanent Improvements, 

Surveys, Topographical $3,704 95 

Buildings, altering 1,924 37 

Total $5,639 32 



For Maintenance, 

Wages, (gardener, laborers, horses and 

carts, &c.) $6,472 00 

Drainage, repairing 115 45 

Fences, do 477 10 

Bridges, do 198 01 

Fountains, do 62 35 

Water-closets, repairing 145 25 

Tools and Implements 72 53 

Office expenses, (stationery, 

printing, &c.) 490 14 

Salaries, (Assistant Secretary) 750 00 
Miscellaneous, (carriage hire). 32 00 

Total for Maintenance 8,814 83 

14,454 15 

1867, December 31. Balance merging.. $692 55 
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APPROPRIATION FOR 1868. 

Amount appropriated by Councils to the Commissioners of 
Fairmount Park, " to be expended by them during the year 
" 1868, for maintenance, supervision, and further improvement 
"of said Park," by an Ordinance approved December 21, 1867, 

$40,000 00 

Expenditures for Permanent Improvements. 

Land purchases and damages, (printing 

deeds, &c.) $160 00 

Surveys, Topographical 13,144 36 

Planting 475 21 

Drainage, tile 326 60 

Buildings, altering 652 78 

Office expenses, (fitting up ard furnish- 
ing oflSce of Commissioners)...$727 b2 
Office expenses, (fitting up office 
of Chief Engineer) 62 18 790 00 



Total $15,548 95 

For Maintenance, Sc. 

Wages, (laborers, &c.) $13,239 69 

Police, (park guard) 4,747 98 

Buildings, repairing 493 90 

Water-closets, do ^.. 172 25 

Eepairs, materials 237 45 

• Tools and implements 653 95 

Salaries, (Chief Engineer and 

Assistant Secretary) 3,953 46 

Office expenses, (office of 

Commissioners),.. $495 60 

Office expenses (Chief 

Engineer's office)... 131 37 

626 97 

Miscellaneous 294 65 



Total for maintenance, &c 24,420 30 

39,969 25 



1868, December 31. Balance merging $30 75 



EXTRACTS 

(Describing the bonndaries of Fairmonnt Park.) 

From a Supplement to an Act entitled "An Act appropriating ground for pnblic 
purposes, in the City of Philadelphia," approved the twenty-sixth day of March, 
1^ Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 
General Assembly mel^ and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same^ That the boundaries of the Fairmount 
Park in the City of Philadelphia shall be the following, to 
wit: Beginning at a point in the northeasterly line of 
property owned and occupied by the Reading Railroad 
Company, near the City bridge over the river Schuylkill at 
the Falls, where said northeasterly line is intersected by 
the line dividing property of H. Duhring from that of F- 
Stoever and T. Johnson extended ; from thence in a south- 
westerly direction upon said dividing line and its prolon- 
gation to the middle of the Ford road ; from thence by a 
line passing through the southeast comer of Forty-ninth 
and Lebanon streets to George's run; thence along the 
several courses of said run to a point fourteen hundred 
and eighty-seven and a half feet from the middle of the 
Pennsylvania railroad, measured at right angles thereto ; 
thence by a straight line through the northeast corner of 
Forty-third and Hancock streets to the northerly side of 
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Girard avenue near Fortieth street; thence by the said 
northerly line of Girard avenue to the easterly side of the 
Junction railroad as now used; thence by the said easterly 
side of the Junction railroad and the Pennsylvania rail- 
road to the north side of Haverford street ; thence by the 
northerly side of said Haverford street to the westerly side 
of Bridgewater street ; thence by said Bridgewater street 
to the north line of Bridge street ; thence by said Bridge 
street to the west abutment of the Suspension bridge ; 
thence by the northwesterly side of the Suspension bridge 
and Callowhill street to the angle in said street, on the 
southwesterly side of Fairmount basin ; thence by the 
northerly side of Callowhill and Biddle streets to the 
westerly side of Twenty-fifth street; thence by the said 
Twenty-fifth street to the southwesterly side of Penn- 
sylvania avenue; thence by the southwesterly side of 
Pennsylvania avenue to the west side of Thirty-third 
street; thence along the westerly side of Thirty- third 
street to the southwesterly line of Ridge avenue ; thence 
along said Ridge avenue to the southwesterly line of South 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, (north of Huntingdon street ;) 
thence by and along said property line to such a distance 
from the shore line of the river Schuylkill as will permit 
the location of a carriage road one hundred feet wide upon 
its margin ; thence along said river shore and its several 
courses as may be most practicable, at the same distance as 
above specified, (provided said distance shall not exceed 
one hundred and fifty feet,) to a point opposite the inter- 
section of the Ridge turnpike and School lane; thence 
northwardly to a point on the southwesterly side of said 



f 



55 

turnpike road opposite to the southeasterly side of said 
School lane ; thence by the southwesterly side of the Ridge 
turnpike road and its several courses to the southeasterly 
side of the Wissahickon creek; thence by the several 
courses of the said southeasterly side of Wissahickon creek 
to the Schuylkill river ; thence across the water course of 
said river to the northeasterly line of the Reading Railroad 
Company's property, as now occupied and in use, at the 
L City boundary line ; thence along said northeasterly line, 
as now occupied and used by said railroad company, to the 
place of beginning; excepting, nevertheless, thereout the 
several Water Works and their appurtenances, which are 
included within these boundaries, and such uses of the 
premises immediately adjacent to the same, and such other 
portions of the ground as are described in this section, as 
the City of Philadelphia may from time to time require 
for the purposes of its Water Department. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be laid out and constructed a 
road of easy and practicable grades extending from the 
intersection of the northerly line of the Park by Belmont 
avenue on the westerly side of the river Schuylkill to the 
head of Roberts' Hollow, and thence along said hollow 
and the river Schuylkill to the foot of City avenue, laid 
out with the ground contiguous thereto for ornamentation, 
of such width and so constructed as the Commissioners of 
Fairmount Park appointed under authority of the Act of 
the General Assembly of the Commonwealth may deter- 
mine. And such road and its contiguous ground are 
hereby declared to be a part of the aforesaid Park ; and 
said Park Commissioners are hereby authorized and re- 
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qiiired to ascertain, by a proper survey, the limits thereof, 
which survey they shall file in the Survey Department of 
the City of Philadelphia. And it shall also be the duty 
of said Park Commissioners to appropriate the shores of 
Wissahickon creek, on both sides of the same, from its 
ith to the Paul's Mill road, and of such width as may 
irace the road now passing along the same ; and may 
protect the purity of the water of said creek, and by 
iing along the crest of the heights which are on either 
: of said creek, may preserve the beauty of its scenery. 
! said Park Commissioners are hereby authorized and 
lired to cause a proper survey to be made of said 
unds upon the Wissahickon, and to file said survey in 
Survey Department of the City of Philadelphia, and 
grounds and creek hereby appropriated are declared to 
I part of Fairmount Park. 

• *•***»»* 

Lpproved April 14, 1868. 
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Office of the 
Commissioners of Fairmount Park, 
Philadelphia January 29, 1870. 

To the Presidents and Members of 

Select and Common Councils : 

In the first annual report of the Park Commissioners 
a narrative of the origin of the Park, and the successive 
steps by which it advanced from its insignificant incep- 
tion, when it consisted of only five acres, to its present 
magnificent area of nearly three thousand acres, was suc- 
cinctly given. That narrative, curious and instructive as 
it is, need not now be repeated. As soon as conveniently 
may be it is the intention, of the Commissioners to fur- 
nish, as a contribution to our local history, a more com- 
plete review of those movements, which, at first and for a 
long period slow and wearisome and discouraging, after- 
wards became rapid, animated and successful; and also to 
present, so far as records and traditions will enable them 
to do so, an account of the various estates comprised 
within the Park borders. Many of these, it is well 
known, through their owners and occupants, were iden- 
tified with the social and civil progress of Philadelphia 
in all its earlier career; and such an account, while 



intrinsically full of interest, will, it is believed, give a 
new value to the Park, by clustering around its most 
attractive portions inspiring memories of the deeds and 
the men of times long since passed away, but the benefits 
of whose labors still survive for the edification of the 
present and coming generations. 

If there has heretofore existed a division of opinion 
as to the desirableness of a great park for Philadelphia, 
the result of the experiment thus far made in that direc- 
tion has certainly removed it. On that subject there is 
universal accord. Though still comparatively in its in- 
fency, and with no strikingly visible improvements, ex- 
cept the laying out of roads and foot-paths, which give 
access to some of its conspicuous features, the Park has 
not only been a source of gratification to hundreds of 
thousands of visitors, but it has already become, in the 
estimation of the country at large, a suggestive and 
distinctive symbol of our metropolitan advancement. 
Famous as this city has been, along from its very 
foundation, for its benevolent and charitable associa- 
tions, and for the institutions of learning and science 
which, keeping even pace with its growth, have here 
matured into acknowledged superiority, it is not to be 
denied that, especially of later years, apart from busi- 
ness motives, it has not presented in so large a degree 
as it should have done, those inducements to strangers 
to come, or to tarry when here, which are among the 
most vigorous indications of metropolitan wisdom. Our 
churches, our schools, our libraries, our hospitals, our 
galleries of art, our collections in natural science, all 
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bore, as they still bear, favorable comparison with sim- 
ilar objects elsewhere, and iii places of mere amusemient 
we were not notably deficient ; bnt, while possessing en- 
virons of exceeding beauty, from the want of suitable 
facilities of approach, our advantages in this respect 
were immeasurably lost to us. In spring the mud, in 
summer the dust, in autumn the slime, and in winter 
the slush, which cause so much discomfort on our high- 
ways, have, except to our own citizens, made the hills 
and the vales and the groves which offer so many and 
such varied charms in our immediate vicinity almost 
wholly unfamiliar. Many persons whose joumeyings 
brought them to Philadelphia, came and went with no 
better notion of its topography than that it is built in 
the centre of a plain, having no greater irregularity of 
surface than an occasional mound of cobble stones, and 
no rural surroundings besides scattered ranges of cattle 
pens and lengthened stretches of cabbage gardens. The 
^3:teixsion of the Park has dispelled such illusions. For 
^ vvho choose to pass its portals, there are walks and 
dri v^s^ miles after miles in extent, which, leading through 
scetx^s of unsurpassed loveliness, conduct to the fairest 
^^^ t;he brightest prospects. 

J^lne importance of large open spaces in great cities as 
^^^Xis of health and enjoyment to the inhabitants is too 
^ "^ious to need comment. Their value as sources of 
^^^^^.ction to strangers is equally apparent. J'or the peo- 
P^ of Philadelphia the Park had become a necessity. 
^^ rapid expansion of the material limits of the city, 
^ immense increase of its population, and the constant 
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enlargement of its industries and its traffic demanded, as 
well for sanatory as commercial reasons, that it should be 
supplied with the opportunities for fresh air and agreeable 
relaxation which only extensive parks can furnish. Such 
being the case, it was most fortunate that the site se- 
lected was procurable, for it is no exaggeration to say 
that, in all the requisite adjuncts and auxiliaries, it is un- 
equalled. Lying in what in a few years will be the very 
heart of the city; exhibiting, singly and in combination, 
every variety of picturesque aspect ; presenting contours, 
both smooth and broken, adapted to all forms of embel- 
lishment, and soils suited to all kinds of cultivation; 
bountifully endowed with stately and umbrageous trees ; 
irrigated by numerous brooks, which, as they meander 
from the higher to the lower levels, babble over pebbly 
bottoms, or leap in flashing cascades, or spread into 
shining pools; and partly composed of two romantic 
streams, flowing for miles between banks of verdurous 
lawn, or sloping woodland, or rock-girt precipice; Fair- 
mount Park, considered in reference to the uses for 
which it is intended, and the situation it occupies, may 
justly claim to be without a rival. Superb and elegant 
as are many of the parks belonging to European capitals, 
except in the architectural and sculptural adornments 
which the lavish application of wealth has bestowed, or 
the grand and graceful arboreous avenues which the 
careful nurture of centuries has secured, there is no one 
among them which is its superior, while in natural capa- 
bilities it far excels them all. 

And if the people of Philadelphia have been fortu- 



nate in the site selected for their Park because of these 
natural capabilities, they are still more fortunate in the 
economic results which that selection involves. For 
many years the gravest topic, submitted for municipal de- 
liberation had been one connected with the water supply 
of the city. Whether that supply could continue to be 
drawn in sufficient abundance and of the desired purity 
from the Schuylkill, or whether it would have to be 
sought in more distant regions, were questions which 
deeply exercised not only the public functionaries, but all 
thoughtful citizens. In the discussion of these questions 
it became manifest that if the latter alternative were 
adopted, it would compel an outlay of many millions of 
dollars. The foriAation of huge artificial lakes and the 
construction of long lines of aqueducts through a rugged 
country, as experience elsewhere had shown, could only 
be accomplished at enormous expense, and, when com- 
pleted, the cost of maintenance and repair would be pro- 
portionably heavy. To avert this, but one course was 
feasible, and that was the dedication of the Park as its 
boundaries are now defined. The fact was urgent that 
if some early measures to prevent the spread of manufac- 
turing establishments along the margins of the Schuylkill 
and its tributaries were not adopted, the unavoidable 
discharge of impurities from these into the river would 
render its waters certainly unpalatable and probably un- 
wholesome. Already, indeed, the oil refineries, and other 
works of a noxious character, whose debris was deposited 
m the stream, had, at intervals, communicated a repulsive 
taint to its flavor, and their growing numbers threatened 
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boon, it has obtained a spacious Park, which will yield 
to its citizens unfailing elements of invigoration and de- 
light, and offer to sojourners within its gates opportuni- 
ties of exercise and pleasure beneath the genial skies and 
amid the gracious sights which give strength to the body 
and bring joy to the spirit. 

Up to the 31st of December, 1869, the amount paid 
by the Commissioners to owners of land, with whom the 
valuation had been reached by mutual agreement, was 
three million one hundred and twenty-five thousand four 
hundred and forty-one dollars and sixteen cents, and for 
necessary Court charges, in this connection, one thousand 
six hundred and thirty-eight dollars and eighty-two cents, 
and the amount paid for land, for which the damages 
were assessed by juries, was eighty-one thousand one 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars and forty cents, and for 
charges, fifty dollars and fifty cents, making a total for 
land purchases of three million one hundred and twenty- 
seven thousand and seventy-nine dollars and ninety-eight 
cents, and for land damages eighty-one thousand one 
hundred and eighty-nine dollars and ninety cents; in all, 
three million two hundred and eight thousand two 
hundred and sixty-nine dollars and eighty-eight cents. 
These figures, it must be borne in mind, include, beyond 
the fee simple of the soil, the numerous buildings erected 
and the improvements of various kinds made upon it. 
As portions of the land which was indispensable were 
peculiarly adapted to manufacturing purposes, many of 
these improvements were of a costly character ; but, while 
the owners have been equitably compensated, the Com- 
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mKsioners believe that, taking the whole body of the 
land as the basis of calculation, it has been obtained on 
terms quite as moderate as could have been expected. 
When it is remembered that the properties acquired by 
the Commissioners embrace two hundred and sixty-three 
distinct parcels, and spread over very many miles, and 
that in numerous cases, in the very nature of things, the 
negotiations were tedious and complicated, some idea 
may be formed of the amount of labor performed in this 
behalf by the Committee on Land Purchases and Dam- 
ages, to whom the duty was delegated. That Committee, 
in addition to the personal visitations made for informa- 
tion and examination, met on each Friday throughout 
the year, without any intermission ; and to their zealous 
industry and their thorough knowledge of the subjects 
with which they had to deal it is mainly due that so 
much has been achieved, and with such entire satis- 
faction. 

While the process of reducing into actual possession 
the land constituting the Park is still in progress, no 
system of improvement which at once embraces the 
whole and each of the parts can be finally adopted. But 
as rapidly as they have come into possession of contigu- 
ous pieces, the Commissioners have endeavored to make 
them available for present uses, and, so far as practicable, 
to adapt them to their ultimate purposes. In that por- 
tion of the Park which lies east of the Schuylkill and 
north of Girard avenue the tracts they now hold are 
separated by intervening tracts, which still remain unad- 
justed or unadjudicated, and except in the way of sur- 
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veys and preparation they have not been able to effect 
much. In so much of the western portion of the Park 
as is now thoroughly under their control, they have laid 
out carriage roads and footpaths through some of the 
most attractive scenery, and have removed with all con- 
venient speed every obstacle to its general enjoyment by 
the public. This description of work is under the 
special care of the Committee on Plans and Improve- 
^ ments ; and a detailed statement of what has been thus 
done and projected will be found in the copious and 
elaborate report of the Chief Engineer.* The Lans- 
downe drive, to which that report refers, was formally 
opened on the 24th of June, 1869 ; and the ceremony 
was participated in by the judicial, legislative and exec- 
utive authorities of the city, assisted by a vast assem- 
blage of citizens. The occasion was in all respects one 
of marked and memorable interestf But what especially 
distinguished it was the presence and active co-operation 
of the venerable Jesse George, on the summit of whose 
munificent gift of land to the City the crowning act was 
performed. Rebecca George, who, actuated by the same 
generous and patriotic motives, had united with her 
brother in his most liberal donation, shrunk, with 
• womanly delicacy, from any display in the face of such 
a crowd as was then gathered ; but when without any 
formal parade, on the following 16th of September, the 
burgee flag, inscribed with the title "George's Hill," 
was hoisted to the masthead of the Concourse, over 

* Yide Appendix No. 1. 
f Yide Appendix No. 2. 
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which it is henceforth to float, she took paxt in the unos- 
tentatious demonstration. In less than two months from 
the date of this occurrence, Rebecca George was no more. 
She had nearly attained four-score years, and during her 
whole life was a pattern of the unobtrusive goodness 
which characterizes the religion* community to which 
she belonged. Simple in her tastes and habits, she was 
at the same time, earnest, sincere, affectionate and faithful. 
From childhood upwards she had beeji the companion 
and friend of her brother ; and, when he determined on 
the noble act wliich has inseparably associated their 
family name with Fairmount Park, she cordially joined 
with him. The respect due to a public benefactress 
was shown to her memory by the municipal government. 
Councils passed resolutions of eulogium and regret, and 
appointed a joint committee to attend her funeral along 
with the Mayor, and the Park Commissioners placed 
upon their minutes the following tribute : 

Resolved^ That the Fairmount Park Commissioners 
with sorrow record on their minutes the decease of Re- 
becca George, on the 10th day of November, 1869, in 
the seventy-ninth year of her age. 

Resolved^ That this Commission, in common with all 
the citizens of Philadelphia, owe to the memory of Re- 
becca George a debt of gratitude for the liberal spirit 
she manifested in the grant of her share of " George's 
HiU " to the city. 

Resolved^ That this Cbmmission, for themselves and 
their successors, and for the citizens of Philadelphia, 
again declare their purpose that the name of Rebecca 
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George, and that of her honored brother, shall in all 
future time be associated with their pleasure, health and 
enjoyment when visiting that most beautiful part of the 
Park, " George's Hill ;" and that it shall stand a monu- 
ment to their name and honor forever. 

Resolved^ That we sincerely sympathize with our city's 
benefactor, Jesse George, in this his great bereavement, 
in the loss of his only near relative and home companion 
|f of upward of three-fourths of a century ; and with these 
resolutions we tender to him our sincere condolence and 
very respectful regards, together with our desires that he 
may continue in the enjoyment of health and long life. 

Resolvedy That the Commissioners will attend the 
funeral of Rebecca George at the adjournment of this 
session. 

The establishment of a Park guard, and its adaptation 
and training, have occupied the serious attention of the 
Commissioners, and, thanks to the diligent supervision 
of the Committee on Police and Superintendence, it now 
possesses great efficiency and renders excellent service. 
As a rule, the visitors to the Park, of all ages and 
classes, have exhibited the most laudable order and good 

conduct, and the instances of wilful violation of decorum 

« 

or wanton depredation of property have been relatively 
few. Whenever these have occurred, prompt arrest and 
certain punishment have taught the offenders that they 
cannot do wrong with impunity ; and the salutary influ- 
ence of such examples has deterred the evil-minded from 
similar aggressions. The regulations adopted for the 
government of the Park have proved most effective. 
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Prepared; as they have been, so as to give to all the 
largest liberty in the use and enjoyment of the advan- 
tages which the Park offers, consistent with a decent 
respect for propriety of demeanor; and proclaimed in so 
many ways that the most unobservant cannot truthfully 
plead ignorance of their requirements, they have com- 
mended themselves to general favor, and have com- 
manded general compliance. While imposing restraints 
designed only to prevent imwarranted license, the Commis- 
sioners have assiduously sought to furnish to the masses 
of the people every facility of access to, and recreation 
within, the splendid domain which owes its existence to 
their liberahty, and which is sacredly set apart that they, 
and the masses of the people who are to succeed them, 
may find in it a blessing and a solace forever. Steamboats 
and row-boats have been encouraged to ply on the Schuyl- 
kill; wheeled vehicles have been authorized, at mod- 
erate rates and with suitable safeguards against imposi- 
tion, to carry passengers over the grounds ; arrangements 
for cheap fares and frequent trains have been made with 
the railroads that penetrate the Park, and places for tem- 
perate refreshment have been provided. And, as an 
earnest of what they hope to effect hereafter, during 
the past summer the Commissioners inaugurated a series 
of afternoon concerts, which, though neither upon so 
large a scale nor so often repeated as they could have 
wished, proved eminently successful, and will stimulate 
to renewed exertions in furtherance of the Same object. 

On the 13th of September, 1869, the corner-stone of 
a monument to the memory of Alexander Von Hum- 
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boldt was laid in a portion of the Park set apart for 1 
pui-pose. The time chosen was the centennial anniv 
sary of the birth of the world-renowned philosophi 
and the ceremonies, which were imposing and impr 
sive, were conducted by the Grand Lodge of Masons 
the State of Pennsylvania, in connection with the Pa 
Commissioners, the German Society (at whose instai 
the matter was begun) and other institutions. 
some future day it may be presumed that statues a 
monuments will form conspicuous ornaments of 1 
Park grounds ; but it is the intention of the Comn 
sioners to scrutinize with watchful care all applicatie 
in this particular, in order that none shall be admiti 
which will not stand as memorials of eminent pul 
services or virtues, and illustrate in their dtsign a 
execution the highest attainments of art. In the presi 
case permission was granted to lay the corner-stone " 
condition that no monument shall be erected there 
until the design for the same shall be accepted by i 
Park Commission ; and with the further condition tl 
any monument, when so erected, shall be the prope 
of the Park Commissioners, to be exclusively control 
by them." And similar conditions will be exacted fr 
all who solicit similar privileges. 

Among the events of the year just closed there is c 
that deserves notice as the first step in a movemi 
which may result in a permanent institution that i 
give the Park an additional hold upon popular rega 
In various parts of the Park grounds are chestnut { 
walnut and other nut-bearing trees, numbering over li 
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thousand, of which many hundreds gave promise of a 
plentiful crop. It became the subject of consideration 
to devise a plan that would give the enjoyment of this 
harvest to the public, without incurring the risk of the 
disorder and dangers that might ensue from its indis- 
criminate gathering by all comers. Hence arose the 
idea of appropriating the nuts to the school children of 
the city. And to avoid confusipn in the first trial of the 
experiment, it was deemed advisable to confine the invi- 
tation to the public schools, whose perfect discipline it 
was believed would secure the best arrangements for the 
safety and comfort of the large throngs of young people. 
x\n invitation was accordingly given to the Board of 
Controllers, who entered heartily into the project, and, 
by the co-operation of the school directors of the various 
districts and of the teachers, were enabled to make the 
holiday a complete success. So great was the apprecia- 
tion of it as to give rise to a suggestion for instituting 
two Park holidays, one in June for botanical and floral 
recreation, and one in the autumn for nut-gathering. 
The date of nutting-day last year was the 8th of October, 
which was at the period of the first ripening of chestnuts. 
The walnuts fell a week earlier, and the hickory nuts a 
week or two later. The number of persons present on 
the occasion was estimated to be ^ixty thousand, and the 
principal embarrassment in arranging for the visit grew 
out of the diflSculty of transporting such multitudes of 
children and teachers to the Park from homes scattered 
over the wide area of the city. The trouble from this J 

cause may be diminished in future by arranging the schools 



J 
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in two or more divisions, to come on different days. With 
siich an arrangement, the pupils of private schools and 
inmates of children's homes could also come on appointed 
days, accompanied in all cases by their teachers or care- 
takers. In this way the people of Philadelphia may be 
brought into closer mutual sympathy by a feeling of com- 
mon interest in the improvement and maintenance of the 
Park. 

Since the last report, some changes have taken place 
in the 'personnel of the Commission. On the 1st of Jan- 
uary, ly69, the Hon. Daniel M. Fox was installed as 
Mayor of the city, and became ex-officio a member of 
the board. On the same day James H. Castle, a valu- 
able and active Commissioner, who had fulfilled his duties 
most faithfully and intelligently, felt constrained by the 
urgency of his private business to relinquish his seat, and 
the District Court appointed Morton McMichael, whose . 
ofiicial term as Mayor, and with it his functions as Com- 
missioner, had just expired, to fill the vacancy. At a 
meeting held immediately thereafter, on the motion of 
Mayor Fox, Mr. McMichael was re-elected President, a 
post he had occupied from the outset. On the 19th of 
June Joseph F. Marcer resigned his position as Secretary 
of the Board. Mr. Marcer, in virtue of his office as 
President of Common Council, was a member of the 
original Commission, and while the difficult work of 
moulding and constructing the novel organization was in 
progress, he rendered important aid by his knowledge of 
affairs, and by the skill with which he discharged the 
onerous and exacting duties of Secretary, in which 
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capacity he continued to act [being a Commissioner, of 
course, without compensation] until the date mentioned. 
On the resignation of Mr. Marcer, David F. Foley, who, 
as Assistant Secretary, had given ample proof of his 
industry and abilities, was promoted to the principal 
place, with a suitable salary. On the 7th of October 
Louis Wagner, successor to Mr. Marcer as President of 
Common Council, was added to the Commission ; and on 
the f3d of January, 1870, Samuel W. Cattell. then chosen 
President of Select Council, replaced William S. Stokley, 
whose service in that relation ceased. During his con- 
nection with the Commission Mr. Stokley exhibited the 
same zeal and energy which have distinguished him in 
the various public stations he has held. 

From what has been stated, it will be seen that while 
all has been done for the Park that a judicious dispo- 
sition of the means at command would sanction, it can 
only be regarded as having entered upon the first stages 
of initiation. Pending the topographical survey, which, 
from the extensive area to be gone over, and the inter- 
ruptions unavoidably encountered, required a large force 
and a long time for its consummation, no permanent 
plan for action could be adopted. Anxious as the Com- 
missioners were to give to the public the use of the Park 
as fast as the different tracts of which it is made up 
came into their possession, they did not wait for any 
preliminaries except such as were absolutely essential 
As soon as fences and other obstructions could be 
removed they opened provisional roads and paths, and 
erected such temporary structures as the exigency de- 
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manded. In this course, so long as it will promote the 
accommodation and convenience of the public, they pro- 
pose to persevere. But something more is necessary. 
The surveys are now nearly finished, and all the data for 
a broad and comprehensive system of improvement, 
embracing the entire Park in all its relations and 
dependencies, will soon be at their disposal. Feeling 
the great responsibility which rests upon them, they 
f have resolved to consult the highest talent in engi- 
neering and landscape gardening they can find, as to 
what that system of improvement should be. Educated 
and trained, as several of the Commissioners have been, 
as engineers, and aided, as they are, by the taste and 
skill of their own accomplished Chief Engineer, with 
the general information as to park requirements which 
all the membfers of the Board feel they possess, it is from 
no want of confidence in their ability to grapple with 
the ordinary questions that may arise, they are impelled 
to seek this assistance. But in so wide a field of opera- 
tions as Fairmount Park includes, and with so many and 
such various objects as it contains, they think that, in 
order that the parts may harmonize with each other and 
with the whole, it' is essential that the knowledge which 
only comes with experience, and the faculties of percep- 
tion, selection, apposition and distribution, which must be 
sedulously cultivated in this special pursuit before they 
can master its diflSculties, should be employed, if for 
nothing else, at least to sketch the picture which other 
hands may execute. In this, however, as in everything 
belonging to the administration of the Park, the Com- 
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missioners will keep constantly in view the strictest prin- 
ciples of economy. They realize that nature has been so 
prodigal in her bounties — ^has granted So profusely her 
choicest favors to the Park, that discreet utilization, rather 
than sumptuous decoration, will be needed ; and to this 
end they will direct the attention of those, to whom they 
may apply for instruction. 

While the general plan is in preparation there are cer- 
tain details so evidently proper that it may be assumed 
they will in any event be embraced in it. Of this de- 
scription is a river drive on both sides of the Schuylkill, 
to extend on the west beyond Falls bridge, and on the 
east to the mouth of the Wissahickon, and thence to fol- 
low the windings of the latter until it passes beyond the 
Park limits. This drive has already been plotted out, 
and it will be commenced as early as circumstances will 
permit. When completed on the eastern shore, and con- 
nected with the Wissahickon valley, it will furnish a line 
of park travel fully ten miles in length, through scenery 
diversified from the placid smoothness of a lake reposing 
among grassy meadows to the sweeping dash of the tor- 
rent as it struggles and roars between lofty pine-clad 
summits. The marginal road on the western shore will, 
in like manner, approach the ravine known as Roberts' 
Hollow, where, beneath the shade of sombre forest groups, 
a rapid stream rushes through a rocky channel ; and, as- 
cending by the sinuous borders of this stream, the visitor 
will reach the upland drive, returning by which he will 
have made a twelve-mile circuit. When the valley of 
the Wissahickon and Roberts' Hollow shall be united, as 
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ultimately they must be, by a bridge spanning the Schuyl- 
kill, the ride from east to west, of about eight miles, will 
comprise more luxuriant wildness than can be found in 
any other park on either continent. Simultaneously 
with the construction of these roads the avenues which 
skirt the Park on both its eastern and western frontiers 
will be pressed forward. The entrances leading to it will 
also be carefully studied (as, indeed, they already have 
been) so that those which afford the best and easiest ac- 
cess may be put in proper condition. This subject is onie 
of the utmost consequence,^ both to the preseijit and future 
welfare of the Park, and the Commissioners are satisfied 
that the public will not tolerate any encroachments or 
hindrances, which will unreasonably interfere with its 
settlement. 

As soon as favorable weather will permit, a playground 
for children and a parade-ground for the military will be 
provided. The localities assigned to these are conveni- 
ent and the space allotted will be ample. In the former 
the inducements for healthful exercise and harmless 
pastime will blend amusement with profit for the young ; 
and by making the latter attractive, the revived spirit of* 
activity which our volunteers have on recent occasions so 
creditably displayed may be still more incited. Further 
arrangements for the accommodation of the public will 
be made as rapidly as they can be. Suitable places for 
cricket, base-ball, and other athletic exercises will be set 
apart, and croquet grounds will not be overlooked. 
Bridle-paths for horsemen will soon be opened, and, in 
connection with these, turfy enclosures will be appropri- 
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ated for equestrian exercises. In a word, without enter- 
ing into particulars, the Commissioners give the assur- 
ance that they will avail themselves of every suitable 
opportunity to make whatever inexpensive improvements 
the present state of the Park will admit of, so that all 
may be benefitted. 

In closing their report, the Commissioners desire to 
express to the City Councils their grateful appreciation 
of the aid they have received from those bodies. While 
the present Park project was in its germ. Councils 
assisted to ujifold it. When it expanded into larger pro- 
portions, they fostered its growth ; and, at every step in 
its advance, they have helped it onward. Their own 
good judgment coincided with the populat wishes, which 
with rare unanimity pointed in this direction ; and they 
cheerfully embodied in action what- they recognized as 
the sentiment of their constituents. As well for reasons of 
an official character, as from motives of personal respect, 
it has been the aim of the Commissioners to cultivate such 
relations with the City Legislature as would induce har- 
mony of purpose between them. Without this they 
*knew the great work committed to their charge could 
not be performed. However wisely they might plan, if 
Councils, to whom that power was reserved, refused the 
necessary appropriations, their schemes would come* to 
naught. From the beginning, therefore, while not 
avoiding any duties imposed on them, nor surrendering 
any rights they possessed, they have striven to make 
their acts acceptable. That they have done so is shown 
in this, that all they have asked has been granted, not 
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grudgingly and with stint, but with open hand and in 
full measure. It is true they have asked only for what 
was imperative. Aside from the sums applied to the 
acquisition of land, (and as to these, when once ascer- 
tained according to law, they had no discretion) they 
have kept their requisitions within the narrowest bounds 
that a gradual and moderate development of the Park 
would justify. They have sought no startling effects ; 
they have approved none. Quietly, and, as they believe, 
prudently ; steadily, and, as they hope, successfully, they 
have fulfilled their trust ; and in rendering this account of 
their stewardship, they think they may reasonably expect 
that Councils, and that larger community which they 
and Councils alike represent, and to which they and 
Councils are alike amenable, will join with them in con- 
gratulations on the result of their efforts. 
By order of the Commissioners^ 

MORTON McMICHAEL, 

Pi'esident 
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APPENDIX No. 1. 

Hon. MORTON McMICHAEL, • 

President of Fairmount Park Commission. 

Sir: — The Chief Engineer has the honor to make 
report of the work done in the Park during the year 
now drawing to its close. 

At the opening of the year 1869, nothing in the way 
of improvement had been commenced on the grounds 
recently acquired. No general plan for such improve- 
ments was adopted, nor could be, until the preliminary 
surveys should be completed. The labors of the Engin- 
eering Staff in the previous year had been devoted to 
these surveys, whenever they were not engaged in defin- 
ing the boundaries of the Park, as established by Act of 
Assembly, and ascertaining the property lines and areas 
required for the use of the Committee on Land Purchases 
and Damages. This last requirement has continued 
through the current year, in addition to numerous surveys 
for proposed improvements, and on improvements actu- 
ally located and cai^ried out. Consequently, the work of 
topography has been subject to frequent interruptions, 
and is not yet completed over the whole area of the Park. 
The results of the partial topographical surveys of last 
year were plotted during the winter, upon maps drawn 
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to a large scale, on which were laid down the contour 
lines of the surface, and also some of the possible routes 
of Roads and Walks for study. A sketch of these routes 
was delineated on the small map, published with the 
first annual report. In addition to the process of staking 
and levelling pursued last year, a system of plane-table 
surveys has been instituted, which mil define accurately 
the position of every tree, and rock, and stream, and show 
the exact shape of the entire surface. The results of these 
surveys are drawn upon maps in the field, on a scale of two 
inches to one hundred feet, upon sheets of uniform size, 
each one representing a square one thousand feet, on a 
side containing an area of one million square feet, or 
nearly twenty-three acres. One hundred and forty of 
these plane-table sheets will be required in whole, or in 
part, for the area of the Park, exclusive of the Wissa- 
hickon and Roberts' Hollow Drives, which, although part 
of the Park, are offshoots from it, and lie outside of its 
general area. When completed, they will embrace every 
feature within the Park requisite to form the basis of -an 
office study of a general plan for Drives, and Rides and 
Walks. As the time required for the completion of 
these surveys would delay too long the work of improve- 
ment, it was deemed advisable to commence a certain 
portion of such work, without waiting for the formation 
of the general ])lan. For this purpose, a study in the' 
field was carried out by the Chief Engineer, personally, 
during the season when the absence of foliage gave the 
best opportunity for examining and comparing the views 
of the landscape from different points ; and a Road line 
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was in this way traced upon the ground, on routes well 
adapted to give favorable impressions of the variety and 
beauty of the Park scenery. The general principles 
adopted for the location of the Road were, that it should 
pass often through groves, and skirts of woodlands, so as 
to give the advantage of frequent shade ; and by follow- 
ing the windings of the river bluffs, and upper borders 
of the lateral valleys, should lead to many elevated points, 
presenting views of long reaches of the river, and of the 
adjacent cliffs. 

As a roadway laid out independently of a general 
plan must needs be provisional, and at some points only 
temporary, this line was located so as to conform nearly 
to the natural surface of the grpund, and of such narrow 
width as would avoid serious damage to the scenery, and 
to the groves through which it was to pass. It was also 
designed in a manner that wopld not close any public . 
road in use as a thoroughfare, and would not open at 
grade upon any highways but Girard and Belmont ave- 
nues. The mode of construction proposed was the most 
simple and inexpensive that would be compatible with 
securing a pleasant road in fine weather. There was to 
be no pretension to the style of a Park Drive, and as the 
alignments would be governed chiefly by the position of 
objects of interest, and the shape of the intervening 
ground, the curves must be at many points unsymmet- 
rical, and the gradients variable. Several advantages 
might be expected from such provisional improvements. 
Koads of this simple character would be of small cost ; 
they could be constructed expeditiously, and would there- 
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fore give the public early access to many inviting locali- 
ties among grand old trees, and to pleasant views of the 
varied scenery of the Park. An additional argument in 
favor of this proposal was to be found in the fact, that 
large portions of the ground upon which the principal 
drives of a general plan must be located, are destitute of 
shade trees, or pleasant verdure, and must therefore re- 
quire several years for their proper embellishment. If 
the public could be admitted at an early day to such 
rural drives, they would obtain to that extent an imme- 
diate enjoyment of the money expended in the purchase 
of the Park grounds, and be content to await the slower 
processes of the systematic improvements. 

The plan of the proposed line of road was approved 
by the Board of Commissioners, and authority was given 
to carry it into effect under the direction of the Commit- 
tee on Plans and Imprgvements. Appropriations were 
made for the various expenditures for tools and mate- 
rials and labor ; and a small force was placed on the work 
on the 20th of April. This force was increased early in 
May, and the work pressed forward vigorously through 
May and June ; and the entire line from the Schuylkill 
River to George's Hill was opened for public use on the 
23d of June, just niiie weeks from the date of its com- 
mencement. The extent of the work done in this time 
was about three and a half miles of drive, thirty feet 
in width, with two concourses, one of two hundred feet 
in diameter on George's Hill, and another of smaller size 
at Lansdowne Terrace. There were also four miles of 
footwalks, generally eight feet wide. The style of con- 
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struction was such as has just been described without 
stone surfacing or Park finish. 

Immediately after the opening of the road, it became 
a favorite resort for citizens of every degree, in such 
numbers as to make evident the necessity of ftirther im- 
provements for their proper accommodation. 

Under instructions given by the Board and the Com- 
mittee on Plans and Improvements, the width of the 
road was increased at many points; the curves were 
made of larger sweep ; a IVIcAdam pavement was laid 
upon some portions, and a surfacing of coarse gravel upon 
others. The side slopes were shaped and sodded, and 
some of the borders planted with trees. 

During the progress of this work many other improve- 
ments were authorized and carried on with as much 
activity as circumstances allowed. Numerous springs cf 
water have been collected in marble cisterns. A tank 
through which there flows a constant stream for watering 
horses, has been constructed at a convenient spot in 
Lansdowne Valley, about midway along the Drive. A 
running fountain of spring water hns been placed along- 
side the concourse of George's Hill. The water for sup- 
plying this fountain is raised by a small pump driven by 
water power, from a spring in the deep valley west of the 
Hill, which has long supplied drinking water to the home- 
stead of the George family and their farm tenants. To 
give easy access to the new walks in the West Park for 
visitors coming to Fairmount on foot or in street cars, a 
steamboat landing was constructed on the margin of 
LajQsdowne Island, and connected with the main land 



33 

a bridge over the long canal. A few months after 
! completion of this pleasant way of approach, the 
blic were deprived of its use by the memorable flood 
October 4th, which carried away the upper works of 
; landing pier, and the platform between it and the 
ind. 

A. branch from Lansdowne Drive has been located 
ng the high ground near the western boundary, lead- 
; from George's Hill to the grounds in front of Bel- 
int Mansion, and thence descending to Lansdowne 
ive at the crossing of Belmont avenue. Its length is 
irly two miles. In accordance ■rfith the order of the 
mmissioners, this drive, known as the Belmont Branch, 
s been laid out with a width of forty feet, its surface 
to be metaled with stone and the adjacent grounds 
ided and shaped. Some of the views presented at 
'cral points of this Branch Drive are quite equal 
extent and beauty to those seen along Lansdoivne 
ive. 

An avenue one and a quarter miles in length along 
; southwestern boundary, designated as Elm avenue, 
i been opened as directed with a width of one hundred 
t, and brought to its proper grade with a carriage way 
ty feet wide, and terraces slightly raised for sidewalks, 
enty feet in width, which are partly planted mth con- 
nous rows of Elms and Maples. The ground along 
; Park border of this avenue will be prepared for 
ting the boundary hedge at the proper time next 
ing. 
With a view to making an entrance to the West Park 
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by way of Thirty-fifth street and thus relieving the Girard 
avenue bridge from a portion of the travel by which it is 
sometimes inconveniently crowded, aroad authorized late 
in the autumn has been graded across a part of the Soli- 
tude grounds, leading quickly away from the vicinity of 
the railroads that cross Girard avenue, and terminating 
near the Park boundary on Thirty-fifth street, along 
which afccess can be had to the streets that connect with 
the bridges at Callowhill, and Market, and Chestnut, 
streets. This line has been constructed, as directed by 
the Board, inexpeni'ively for temporary use until the 
drives of a general plan are laid out. The aggregate 
extent of all the carriage roads made in the West Park 
is about thirty-six thousand feet, or a little under seven 
miles, giving with the footwalks nearly eleven miles of 
avenues opened there for public use. 

On the eastern side of the river the mechanical work 
accomplished is of much less extent. An outlet from 
Sedgely Park to Girard avenue has been opened at a 
point near the east end of the bridge across the Schuyl- 
kill, presenting much easier gradients than the old line, 
and avoiding the most disagreeable portion of the public 
street. This work would have been finished early in the 
present month had it not been retarded by a large mass 
of rock unexpectedly encountered in the deep cutting. 

No drives or walks have yet been made in the new 

East Park lying between Thirty-third street and the 

Schuylkill, north of Master street. The lands of which 

possession was first obtained in this quarter were sepa- 

rated from each other by tracts not then acquired, which 

3 
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precluded the construction of a continuous road. Later 
in the year some of the interposed tracts were obtained, 
but a few others still remain to be acquired before a 
proper entrance into these grounds can be effected. The 
interposition of two steam railroads between the old and 
new grounds makes this a work of much difficulty and 
cost. 

A number of routes have been surveyed for obtaining 
a connecting entrance, all of which encounter serious 
obstacles. The line that seems least objectionable re- 
quires a rock cutting through the bold ledge along the 
river margin north of Girard avenue, and a tunnel beneath 
the Reading Railroad near Fountain Green; where a 
deep valley offers facilities for ascending by easy gradi- 
ents from the river shore to the high plateau that forms 
the general surface of the Eastern Park. 

An examination of the grounds near the River Bluffs 
of Edgely, Ormiston and Rockland, gives evidence that 
there remain yet to be developed views of scenery, not 
surpassed in loveliness by any of those opened on the 
opposite shores of the river. 

A tract of about eighteen acres lying near the northern 
extremity of the east line of the Park, that was set apart 
as a Nursery, has been prepared for that purpose by 
thorough drainage and subsoil ploughing. A portion of 
it is planted with the Norway Spruce seedlings imported 
last spring. Many of these had perished before their 
arrival, in consequence of unusual delay of the voyage, 
and heating in the ship's hold. The protracted drought 
of the season has been somewhat damaging to the 
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remaining young plants, but some eighty thousand 
appear to have survived and will probably continue to 
grow. Should these all flourish, their cost of importa- 
tion will have been under one-fourth of a cent a piece, 
and the annual expense of their cultivation will be less 
than one and a-half cents each, making their cost 
at the end of five years about eight cents a piece. If all 
that were imported had lived, their average cost would 
be less than half this small sum. 

A green-house authorized for propagating plants from 
seeds and cuttings has been built on the Nursery grounds 
and put in operation. 

A large building, situated on Landing avenue, hereto- 
fore known as the Rialto Hotel, has been put in repair 
and fitted up for Park Offices ; giving accommodations 
for the Engineers and Draughtsmen, and for general 
business, and quarters for the Park Guard and Harbor 
Police. 

Another building on the Sweet Briar grounds, west 
of the Schuylkill, has also been partially fitted up for the 
use of the officers engaged on the improvements in that 
vicinity. 

There are many other old mansions upon various por- 
tions of the Park grounds, which may be usefully applied 
to similar purposes, and also as residences for persons 
employed, whose presence in the extensive domain will 
be of service in preventing dangers that might arise, if 
the whole of its large area should be left uninhabited. 

Several small structures, authorized for sheltering the 
Quards at remote and exposed points, have been con- 
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structed upon different models deemed suitable for the 
different localities. 

Railroad sidings have been constructed for the recep- 
tion of furnace cinder to be used in surfacing roads. 

A stone-breaking machine, driven by a steam engine, 
is established at the Belmont Stone Quarry, for breaking 
the road material obtained at that place. 

The Steam Road Roller, weighing twenty tons, im- 
ported from England, has been put at work on such of 
the new drives as are prepared for its use, with excellent 
effect in maintaining a hard and even surface. 

A Steam Drerlger, built under the orders of the Board, 
is working upon, the silt bars along the river shore, 
improving the condition of the Pool, and furnishing 
material for embankments at much less cost than it can 
be obtained by any other process. 

The foregoing statement embraces the principal me- 
chanical works carried on during the year, omitting only 
a few of less conspicuous character, but perhaps not less 
important for the convenience of visitors, especially of 
those to whom the Park grounds afford their only oppor- 
tunity for the free enjoyment of rural scenery and fresh 
air. The work of laying out and supervising these various 
constructions imposed on the Engineer Department a 
large amount of special duty in addition to the general 
surveys. Their diversified labors can be most clearly 
exhibited by a brief statement, derived chiefly from the 
reports of the Principal Assistant Engineers who had the 
work in charge. 
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A party was arranged early in January under the di- 
rection of Principal Assistant John D. Estabrook for a 
hydrographical survey along the shores of the Schuylkill. 
Soundings were taken on the east bank from Fairmount 
to Laurel Hill, and on the west bank from Lansdowne 
Island to Solitude. The intervals of distance were gen- 
erally one hundred feet in the direction of the river, and 
twenty-five feet in right angles to that direction. Sound- 
ings were noted both to the top of the mud and to the 
hard bottom ; in some places through thirty-two feet of 
mud : and all were referred to City Datum line. A 
total of one thousand seven hundred and thirty soundings 
were recorded. The other work in charge of Mr. Esta- 
brook included a topographical survey of Lemon Hill 
and Sedgely grounds, determining the location of all 
drives and walks, trees and buildings, and contour lines. 
Similar work was done on the east bank of the Schuyl- 
kill from Girard avenue to Columbia bridge, and in the 
valleys near Fountain Green and Engle and Wolf's, also 
at Thirty-third street and Connecting Kailroad, and near 
Ridge avenue on the Wharton, Edgely, Arnest and 
Randolph tracts, comprising in all an area of one hun- 
dred and ninety acres, and requiring thirty-eight and a 
half miles of rectangular lines to be staked, on ground 
at some points very much broken. Surveys, plans and 
estimates were made for three diff'erent lines through the 
heavy rock bluff* along the river, above Girard avenue, 
and for two river lines at different elevations, from the 
Skating Club house to Girard avenue. Similar work 
was done for Park entrances, under the Reading Railroad 
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at Coates street and Fountain Green, over the same road 
north of Coates street, over the Connecting Railroad at 
Master street and under it at Jefferson street. These 
embraced plans for nine bridges and seven and a half 
miles of drives. Estimates and surveys for six proposed 
boat landings and forty-six thousand feet of tUe drainage 
were also completed. The constructions in his charge 
v^ere the boat landing on Lansdowne Island, the tile and 
culvert drainage at Edgely, the entrance from Girard 
avenue to Sedgely ; also the repairs to Girard avenue 
and to Coates street, and the work of the dredger along 
the river shore. The boat landing consisted of a landing 
pier of crib work, seventy by thiity feet, connected with 
the island by a timber platform eighty feet in length, 
resting on this and two small intermediate crib piers. 
From the island to the main land was a Howe truss 
bridge of seventy feet span, supported on timber abut- 
ments fifteen feet above the canal. The extraordinary 
high water of October 4th, which rose seven feet above the 
piers, swept a quantity of timber drift under and against 
the platform, carrying it away, and also the planked decks 
of the piers. The main pier and the Howe truss bridge 
were not injured. 

The drainage of the Edgely and Wharton tracts com- 
prises twenty thousand feet of tiles and seven hundred, 
and sixty feet of brick culvert. An immediate benefit 
of this drainage is shown by the facility of ploughing, 
a few hours after rain, in ground that was too wet to be 
worked except in very dry weather. 

The entrance from Girard avenue to Sedgely forms a 
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drive about six hundred feet in length, partly through a 
cut seventeen feet deep, with a heavy fill next the river 
of forty-seven feet. It is to be surfaced with stone and 
gravel. The width of the carriage way is to be forty feet, 
with a foot walk ten feet wide, outside of which will be a 
raised guard bank, planted with a low hedge. 

The draughting in this office has occupied about one 
month on designs for river works, five months on bridges 
and buildings, and six months on topographical and 
general plans. 

An extraordinary duty, out of the usual routine of 
Park work, arose from the effects of a southeasterly rain- 
storm that prevailed on the 3d of October, and pro- 
duced on the 4th a flood in the Schuylkill, of greater 
magnitude than any before recorded. Upon its subsid- 
ence, a survey was made for the purpose of measuring 
and placing on record the flood line, at various points 
between Fairmount Dam and the head of the Pool, dis« 
tant thirty-four thousand seven hundred feet. The le^ els 
are referred to an assumed plane at high tide in the 
Delaware river, designated on the official surveys as the 
City Datum. At the foot of Coates street, near Fair- 
mount Water Works, the top flood line was 15.73 feet 
above City Datum, or 11.64 feet higher than the top of 
the Dam. At the head of the Pool, a short distance 
below Flat Rock, the top flood line was 32.44 above City 
Datum; showing a difference of 20.8 feet in the level of 
the water surface, in a distance of six and two-thirds 
miles, or an average fall of three feet per mile. This 
average descent was not distributed uniformly along the 
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course of the stream, but was broken into a number of 
steep inclines, separated by intervals of nearly level 
surface. 

In the first mile from the head of the Pool the fall was 
about four feet ; next came a fall of 3.5 feet in two thou- 
sand — equal to nine feet per mile. In the next forty-two 
hundred feet, the fall was only 1.4 feet, or 1.76 feet per 
mile ; immediately below this it was 5.2 feet in thirty- 
five hundred, or 7.8 feet per mile. Then follows a space 
of fourteen hundred feet, with a fall of only four tenths of a 
foot, or 1 .5 feet per mile, succeeded by a steep incline of 
1.5 feet in eight hundred, or nearly ten feet per mile. 
Again, a pool thirty-eight hundred feet in length, with a 
descent of only six-tenths of a foot, is followed by a fall of 
1 .4 feet in sixteen hundred, and next by a nearly level 
space of forty-four himdred feet, with only four-tenths of 
a foot fall; and one of eight hundred feet with 1.4 fall. 
And, finally, after an interval of forty-two hundred feet, in 
which the fall is only four-tenths of a foot, comes a dis- 
tance of twenty-two hundred feet on which the level is 
one-tenth of a foot highest at the down stream end. 
The causes of these irregularities were carefully noted 
and recorded on the plotted survey. They arose from 
obstructions to the flow, by sharp bends or islands, or 
narrowing of the channel between bluffs, or the masonry 
of bridges, or by the entrance of flood waters from large 
tributaries, the level spaces being on the up-stream 
side of these obstructions. 

The duties devolving upon Principal Assistant Samuel 
L. Smedley have been various and important. All sur- 
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veys for the outlines of the Park and division lines of 
tiacts embraced in it are under his especial direction. 
He has also been charged with some works of construc- 
tion, and with the general topographical survey. At the 
beginning of the year the survey for determining the 
area of the Wissahickon Park had made some progress. 
An axial line over eight miles in length had been estab- 
lished from the Stand-pipe in the Twenty-fourth Ward 
to Chestnut Hill, and had been located at convenient 
points where it crossed the Wissahickon creek : con- 
nections being made with the lines as they were run and 
angles turned. The first line run was located along the 
turnpike road, upon which the measured distance from 
Ridge avenue to Paul's Mill road wag found to be six 
miles and four hundred and twenty feet. The bends of 
the valley and turnpike required sixty-eight stations on 
this line. To keep clear of the dense undergrowth that 
covered the precipitous banks (>f the creek, two lines were 
run through the open grounds on the hill tops on each 
side, with supplemental lines wherever openings permit- 
ted an approacli to the crest . These separate plot tings 
were connected on a preliminary plan. A line was then 
run for two miles along the western crest to ascertain the 
practicability of locating a ride or drive along the boun- 
dary. When it became apparent that the area included 
within such lines would be greater than was thought ad- 
missible, being nearly equal to that of the large Park, 
and making with it an aggregate of four thousand acres, 
this course was abandoned. After a careful examination 
for determining points best suited to the purpose, approx- 
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imate stations were fixed, from which openings were made 
through the woods, to §ive proper lines of sight. From 
these observations a plan was drawn, embracing an area 
of four hundred and fifty acres, which, with some slight 
modifications, was approved by the Commissioners on the 
15th of May; and after being duly certified was filed in 
the Survey Department in accordance with the Act of 
Assembly. The lines thus designated by law were next 
to be permanently marked on the ground by marble 
monuments inscribed with the Park initials. To secure 
the utmost accuracy in locating these stones, their posi- 
tions were fixed by offset measures and angles, from the 
base line along the turnpike road. Many of the stations 
on the turnpike were also permanently marked by similar 
stones, and designated on the official plan. One hundred 
and four of these monuments have been planted. 

This work was completed about the end of September. 
The general width across the valley between the boun- 
dary lines is from five hundred to six hundred feet. The 
narrowest place is three hundred and fifty feet for a short 
distance, and the widest over two thousand feet. 

The number of courses on the boundaries are forty-one 
on the east bank, and thirty-one on the west, varying 
in length from one hundred and fifty feet to thirty-three 
hundred feet, their total length being over twelve miles. 
The map of the Wissahickon Park, herewith presented, 
is an exact copy of the ofiicial plan reduced photograph- 
ically to a convenient sc^-le. The descriptions and plans 
of the properties embraced within the lines of this survey 
which were collected during its progress, have been . pre- 
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served for future use in making the plottings for the 
Committee on Land Purchases and Damages. A survey 
for determining the proper line for the River Drive in 
front of Laurel Hill Cemetery, and from thence to the 
mouth of the Wissahickon, occupied much time both in 
field and office work. To avoid any disturbance of im- 
provements in the Cemetery, some of w^hich vi^ere situated 
on the verge of the Rock Cliff, the line was thrown as much 
as was allowable toward the river, requiring a series of 
soundings which Avere extended out to a distance of fifty 
feet. After several experimental locations, a line was 
agreed on, and was marked by twenty-five marble monu- 
ments on a line distant ten feet from the boundary de- 
scribed by courses and distances in the Deed of Convey- 
ance from the Cemetery Company. The shore lines and 
all the properties and buildings between Laurel Hill and 
the Wissahickon, have been surveyed and drawn to a 
scale; and contour lines for every five feet of elevation 
have been taken over the rocky mound that rises on the 
land of Powers and Weightman near the junction of the 
Wissahickon and Schuylkill. 

The Roberts' Hollow survey was commenced early in 
October and is pressed forward with all practicable dili- 
gence. Lines and levels have been run from Falls 
Bridge to Belmont avenue, along the valley and on the 
hills each side of it. A number of cross sections have 
been taken, and five feet contours completed between the 
Hollow and City avenue, along the Hill side bank of the 
Reading raihoad, for the purpose of ascertaining the most 
favora'ble points for a bridge across the Schuylkill. The 
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work is plotted as it progresses, on a scale of an inch to 
a hundred feet. For a high bridge in this locality the 
most remarkable facilities are presented, both for support 
and approach, by the isolated mound above mentioned 
situated upon the land of Powers and Weight man, on 
the east bank just below the mouth of the Wissahickon. 

The Park boundaries west of the Schuylkill have been 
staked, and the levels taken for an avenue one hundred 
feet wide, from Girard avenue and Fortieth street to 
George's run, and thence to Simpson's dam near the 
river. The fences have been set up along both sides of 
this avenue for a distance of nearly two miles, where the * 
work was stopped to await negotiations with the property 
owners. 

The opening and fencing of the boundarj' along Thirty- 
third street has been delayed for the same reason. 

A survey is now progressing for the location of the 
Boundary avenue along George's run outside the Park 
line, at a sufficient distance to place it on more elevated 
ground out of reach of the freshets that frequently flood 
the valley, and to make it more convenient of approach 
from the high ground on the west. 

A proposition having been made by the Reading 
Railroad Company for an exchange of land, along the 
line of their road north of the Columbia bridge, a survey 
has been instituted for determining the manner in which 
it could be done with the greatest mutual advantage. 
The lines ascertained have been staked on the ground 
and drawn upon a plan for reference in the negotiation. 

Another survey "in this vicinity carefully notes the 
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buildings and other obstructions at Simpson's mill, includ- 
ing the Water Reservoirs ; and levels were taken for the 
preparation of a map that will be needed in fixing the 
proper termination of the northwest boundary line. 

Plans and Surveys of properties to be paid for, have 
been made from time to time as required by the Com- 
mitteee on Land Purchases and DamageFi, whose meet- 
ings it has been the duty of Mr. Smedley to attend. Hia 
attendance has also been sometimes required at the ses- 
sions of juries, and bis assistance given in procuring 
testimony for the Park Solicitor. 

The plans for properties have generally been drawn to 
a scale of one inch to two hundred feet, but in certain 
cases they have been made as required on a larger scale, 
some as large as one inch to fifty feet. From these, 
. reduced plans were drawn for the preparation of the 
engraved property map. 

In connection with the question of approaches to the 
Park, plans have been made to exhibit the houses ou 
Thirty-fourth, Thirty-fifth, and Thirty-sixth streets, from 
the Pennsylvania Railroad to the Blockley Almshouse, 
with surface-levels ; and also on Fortieth street from 
Lancaster avenue to Girard avenue, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the damages that would ensue from widen- 
ing any of them as Park approaches. 

Properties outside the Park limits have been plotted 
as far east as Twenty-third street from Callowhill to 
Coates street, and to Twenty-fifth street between Coates 
and Dauphin streets. 

On the west side of the river similar plottings have 
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been made of all the properties in the Twenty-fourth 
ward, north of the Pennsylvania railroad. 

The whole collection comprises seven hundred and 
seventy-seven properties and five hundred and fifty names 
recorded on the east, and ninety-eight properties and 
eighty-three names on the west of the Schuylkill. 
Many of the data for correct descriptions of these tracts, 
have been obtained from the records of the District Sur- 
veyor's offices. 

The topographical work has been carried on at all 
intervals of time that could be spared from these numer- 
ous engagements, and has been extended by levels and 
contours taken around George's Hill, and the Simpson 
Mill tract, and in the section lying between the West 
Philadelphia Water Works and Girard avenue. 

The work of construction on Elm avenue was part of 
the duty of Mr. Smedley's corps, including the . taking 
of levels for drainage, and for the specifications for 
letting to contractors, and the supervision and regulation 
of the work while under contract. 

The work of laying out and constructing the Provi- 
sional Drives and adjacent Walks was confided to Herman 
Schwarzmann, a Junior Assistant Engineer, whose energy 
and skill in fulfilling the duties of the position have jus- 
tified the confidence reposed in him. After devoting a 
few weeks to surveys upon the most difficult parts of the 
line, lying between the entrance at Girard avenue and 
the Sweet Briar estate, he broke ground, as has already 
been stated, in the latter part of April, and as soon as 
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the work on the Drive was well tinder way, he commenced 
laying out the Foot walks, which were ' pushed forward 
with the same rapidity as was the Drive. While this 
work was progressing, the plane-table surveys were kept 
in operation, under the direction of Mr. Schwarzmann, 
with new instruments, in which very marked improie- 
ments had been introduced by him. The records of his 
work, carefully kept at first by himself, and subsequently 
by an office clerk, exhibit its variety and extent. The 
distribution of the time of Ihe Engineers under his 
orders, and of his own, is as follows : 

On construction of Drives and Walks, three hundred 
and sixty days. 

Construction of, and plans of Bridges, and other 
structures, thirty-five days. 

Plans of proposed work, not executed, thirty days. 

Trigonometrical surveys, seventy-five days. 

Plane-table work in field, eighty-five days. 

Plotting surveys in Sweet Brier office, one hundred 
and twenty-five days. 

The results of eighty-five days field work, with plane- 
table, are given below : 

Thirty-seven plane-table sheets, covering eight hun- 
dred and fifty acres, lying partly outside of the Park, 
have been commenced, and the survey upon four hun- 
dred and twenty-five acres is completed. It embraces 
the work of locating upon the maps sixty-one miles of 
contour lines, four miles of Drives, nearly four miles of 
public Roads, four and a-half miles of Walks, one mile of 
Railroad, thirteen hundred feet of Biver shore, two miles 
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of small streams, sixteen Water Springs and Fountains, 
fifty-eight Buildings, twelve Culverts, thirteen Bridges, 
thirty-two Bench Marks, one hundred and forty Silt 
Basins, twenty-nine hundred and thirty-six Trees, and 
eighty-nine Plane-table Stations. Making an aggregate 
of over seventy-five miles of definite lines, and the posi- 
tions of nearly thirty-three hundred objects accurately- 
mapped. 

The Belmont Branch Drive was also laid out and 
staked by plane-table work, giving it the exact lines and 
contours designated on the studied plan so as to make it 
fit properly into the system of future drives in this vicinity 
that has been proposed by the Committee on Plans. 
This Branch Drive has been graded to a width of forty- 
feet, and constructed in the character of a permanent 
Park Drive. 

The earthwork for sloping borders and lawns outside 
of the line has amounted to more than twice as much as 
the actual grading of the road, although this lias included 
a cutting of ten feet and filling about sixteen feet in 
depth. 

' From the Plane-table sheets a connected plan has 
been drawn on a scale of one inch to two hundred feet, 
on which all the located work is exhibited, and from this 
has been prepared a small map, on a scale of one inch to 
five hundred feet to accompany this report. Many other 
drawings of surveys and for structures have been exe- 
cuted at the Sweet Brier office. Among them were two 
plans for a Restaurant on George's Hill, one of which 
was worked out in all the details for the contractor, and 
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Tvas adopted by the Commissioners ; three plans of shel- 
ters for Park Guard, from which the buildings have been 
constructed. A series of plans for fitting up Belmont 
Mansion as a Restaurant, and several others for bridges 
and landings and cottages. 

It gives me great pleasure to bear testimony to the 
ability and earnest zeal manifested by the three officers 
who have had the charge of these various works; and that 
they express much satisfaction with the conduct of their 
assistants, all of whom have shown a marked degree of 
interest in the work that has been assigned to them. 

The Head Gardener, William T. Harding, entered 
upon duty on the first day of June. After directing his 
attention for several days to a general exploration of the 
Park Grounds, he took charge of the force of under gar- 
deners and laborers engaged in clearing up numerous 
unsightly spots within view from the roads and walks 
then approaching completion. One of the points to be 
observed in this process was to take care that growing 
specimens should be preserved of every species of plant, 
both of cultivated kinds and of those growing without 
cultivation. No general planting of trees has been 
attempted, but a few hundred trees mostly evergreens 
have been planted where especially needed for shade or 
screening near the drives and walks. 

The seeding and finishing of lawns and much of the 

farm work has been done under his directions. He has 

also been engaged in preparing a systematic catalogue of 

all trees and other plants, including herbaceous and cryp- 

togamic, found growing within the Park limits. 

4 
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The list he has presented contains three hundred and 
twenty-one Genera and six hundred and fifty-five species. 

The manuscript will be placed in the Park Library, 
and when further explorations shall enable him to pro- 
nounce it complete and to designate the special localities 
of the rare species, it can be printed for public use. 

A record has been kept of the visitors coming upon 
Lansdowne Drive by the entrance at Girard avenue 
Bridge. Their numbers during the five months ending 
November 30th, have been: — Pedestrians, 86,250 ; eques- 
trians, 5,120; vehicles, 55,396. Allowing three persons 
to each vehicle, gives an aggregate number of 257,558 
visitors coming through this entrance. Adding to these 
the visitors on the school holiday, estimated at 50,000, 
will make the entire number 307,558. 

In conclusion I would beg leave to congratulate the 
Board of Commissioners upon the very general apprecia- 
tion of the beauty of the grounds that is manifested 
by the throngs who frequent the avenues opened for 
their use. 

Respectfully submitted by 

JOHN C. CRESSON, 

Chief Engineer, 
Fairmount Park, December 11, 1869. 
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Fairmount Park, 
Office of Chief Engineer, 

Philadelphia, January^ 1870. 

Hon. MORTON McMICHAEL, 

President of Fairmount Park Commission. 

Sir : ~ Under the law as it stood previous to the pres- 
ent session of the Legislature, requiring the Annual Re- 
port of the Park Commissioners to be made in the month 
of December, it was my duty to submit a report to the 
Commission early in that month. The statement of work 
accomplished was therefore limited to transactions end- 
ing on the 30th of November last. As the period of the 
annual report has since been postponed a month, by a 
recent law, I have the honor to submit a brief supple- 
mental report in compliance with your suggestion, em- 
bracing the work done in the month of December, and 
thus completing the calendar year. 

The grading of Sedgely Lrive, which was incomplete 
at the date of my former report, has since been fiiiished, 
and the stone sub-pavement has been laid down upon the 
greater part of the line, and partially covered with a 
course of hand-broken MacAdam stone. 

Upon the Belmont drive similar progress has been 
made, so that both these improvements may be opened 
for public use in a short time. 

Additional surveys have been made upon the line of 
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the heavy rock cut for the river drive, from which accu- 
rate measurements and computations have been derived, 
showing in detail the plans, specifications and estimates 

of cost for a drive fifty feet in width, located above the 

« 

level of the highest known floods of the river. 

The survey for the drive in the picturesque valley of 
Roberts' Hollow, has been carried oij whenever the 
weather permitted, and the other surveys for plane-table 
delineation and levelling for contours, have been in like 
manner prosecuted with all practicable diligence. . 

The plane-table work of the month has covered, in 
whole or part, twenty-two sheets, representing five hun- 
dred acres of surface, the new work on which comprises 
seven thousand one hundred and five lineal feet of roads, 
six hundred feet of walks, four thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-five feet of railroads, one thousand and ten 
feet of river shore, sixteen thousand nine hundred and 
ten feet of fences, one thousand five hundred and seventy- 
five feet of stone walls, three thousand four hundred and 
ten feet of brooks, one hundred and fifty-eight thousand 
four hundred feet of contours, forty-seven buildings, 
seven bridges, ten culverts and drains, and seven hundred 
and ninety trees. 

The whole number of these sheets, on which more or 
less work has been done during the year, is forty-one, 
containing about eight hundred acres of land and seventy 
acres of water surface. 

Very respectfully, JNO. C. CRESSON, 

Chief Engineer. 
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APPENDIX No. 2. 

On the 24th of June, 1869, the Lansdowne Drive 
was opened from Girard avenue to George's Hill. A 
large concourse of persons, including the Judges of the 
Courts, the Councils, and City officials, accompanied the 
Commissioners. The following account of the proceed- 
ings on the occasion is taken from the journals of the 

day : 

When the party arr'ved at George's Hill they were 
saluted by the Park Guard, a fine body of men, in neat 
gray uniforms, while a section of the Keystone Battery, 
under Sergeant John McClintock, fired a salute. 

The visitors all alighted, and a very excellent band 
of music in attendance, under the general direction of 
Dr. W illiam P. Cunnington and the direct leadership of 
Professor Theobald Hermann, performed some pleasing 
selections. 

After enjoying, for a brief period, the beauties of the 
surrounding scenery, the visitors gathered, at the request 
of Gustavus Remak, Esq., around a flag-pole erected in 
the centre of the '* Concourse." 

Theodore Cuyler, Esq., then made a few remarks, 
stating that a large American flag would be raised on 
George's Hill by Major-General Meade and Mayor Fox, 
after which Eli K. Price, Esq, would present to Mr. 
Jesse George (the liberal donor to the Park Commission 
of the extensive grounds immediately adjoining George's 
Hill, eighty-three acres in extent, and valued at one 
hundred thousand dollars,) a handsomely bound volume, 
containing beautifully engrossed copies of all the deeds 
connected with the transfer of the property. 

The programme as announced by Mr. Cuyler was then 
carried out. The ^ag was raised to the top of the pole 
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by General Meade and Mayor Fox, each one pleasantly 
accusing the other of inability to perform the work while 
pulling away at the halyards. When the flag reached 
the summit of the flag-staff it was unfurled to the breeze 
amid the cheers of the assembled crowd, the salvos of 
artillery fired by the Keystone Battery, who were star 
tioned on the ridge of ground near by, and the strains 
of the band, who performed " The Star Spangled Banner," 
"Rally Round the Flag, Boys," " Yankee Doodle," &c; 

When the excitement had subsided, Mr. Eli K. Price 
advanced to the centre of the crowd, and addressed Mr. 
Jesse George as follows : 

The Fairmount Park Commissioners have confided to 
the Committee on Land Purchases the pleasing duty of 
presenting you and your sister this book. 

It contains your letter generously offering this hill to 
the City of Philadelphia, for the health and enjoyment 
of the people forever. It contains the grateful thanks 
of the Councils of the City, and of the Fairmount Park 
Commissioners, in behalf of the citizens, with their 
promise to care for and beautify this scene, and that it 
shall always bear the name of " George's Hill " In it 
are also copied your deeds to the City of Philadelphia, 
reserving an annual sum while you live, equal only to 
the interest of a reasonable valuation of the estate, to- 
gether with the approval of the Judges of the Court, 
who have revised and confirmed all the purchases made 
by the Fairmount Park Commissioners. 

We all now again, here on the summit of George's 
Hill, in view of its magnificent prospects, repeat our 
thanks for this noble contribution to the large possessions 
of Philadelphia, and a most commanding part of the 
Fairmount Park. From this crowning spot citizens of 
our City and State, and visitors from all States and 
countries, will look down upon our beloved City and over 
the surrounding country, and, looking northeastward, 
will see the sylvan scenery of the Park extending for 
miles, but still with vision bounded by waters, hills and 
trees within its limits. But no one will ever stand where 
we stand, and behold what we behold, without a thrill of 
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pleasure ; and the millions who shall here throng through 
all time will all owe their joy to you, and bless your 
names. 

We pray that you may, through all of a calm and 
peaceful life, enjoy great satisfaction and solace in con- 
templating the good you have done, and that also in a 
" better country" you may both be permitted a retrospect 
of that never-ceasing good, and thence derive a higher 
happiness with the benediction there pronounced upon 
the good who have served well on earth their fellow- 
beings. 

Mr. George, on behalf of himself and sister, replied as 
follows : 

We are glad to have the opportunity, gentlemen of the 
Fairmount Park Commission and of the City government, 
to welcome you to this place, which we have entrusted 
to your keeping. The selection of this point in the new 
Park as the first to be brought to public notice, and the 
display of so much energy in making it accessible in so 
short a time, are highly gratifying to us. 

During a long life we and a few others have had the 
privilege of enjoying the prospect from this hill. Such 
a formation is nature's gift, a feast which can be enjoyed 
by the poor as well as the affluent, and by thousands as 
well as the few, and we are rejoiced at these evidences 
of your determination to carry out our wishes, that it 
shall be appropriated for the health and enjoyment of 
the whole population of this great City. 

We can recollect the time when scarcely any houses 
had been built west of Independence Hall. Now, the 
City is at our very doors, several miles distant. In those 
days we crossed the Schuylkill on floating bridges, at 
Market street and Fairmount, and when the old Perma- 
nent bridge was built, we furnished a great part of the 
lumber from the forest which covered the whole slope 
between here and the river. Every thing about us was 
then in quite a primitive condition ; the dam across the 
Schuylkill at Fairmount had not been built, and it was 
our custom to breakfest on the finest shad, fresh from the 
fisheries in the river opposite to us. 
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Our neighbors were few, and among them the noted 
Judge Peters was a visitor who frequently entertained us 
•with anecdotes of the men and times of the Revolution. 
He would always take a seat by the old-fashioned chim- 
ney corner in the kitchen, in preference to the parlor, in 
memory of our forefathers, with whom he used there to 
hold friendly chats. 

Great have been the changes which we have witnessed ; 
we cannot realize what will be the surroundings in a like 
period of time in the future ; our time here is rapidly 
drawing to a close. We rejoice that it has been in our 
power to give this into your hands, and we say to you, 
hasten forward in your good work that we may enjoy 
it with you and the people. 

We thank you for this book of records which you 
have prepared in such handsome style. We shall highly 
prize them and preserve them as an evidence of your 
good feelinfj towards us. 

The band then played " Auld Lang Syne," when seats 
in the carriages were again resumed, and the entire party 
driven to the old country-seat of Judge Peters, Belmont 
Cottage, and near the site of the old inclined plane. 

Mr. Theodore Cuyler then made a few remnrks, during 
which he pictured the scenes that the Park, when finished, 
would present, and stated that what the company present 
had seen need not be further described by him. He al- 
luded to the fact that all the Park improvements that 
were completed west of the Schuylkill were the work of 
two months' time, and money was much wanted to com- 
plete projectc d improvements. He urged City Councils 
to make such appropriations as they might deem proper 
to complete the Park improvements, and assured them 
that the money would be well used. The Park pleads 
its own cause, and while it would take a generation to 
entirely complete it, each day would add to its beauty 
and attractiveness if means could be secured to carry on 
the work. 

The party reached the City early in the evening de- 
lighted with the trip and exultant over the new beauties 
disclosed to them by the Park Commissioners. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 



EECEIPTg— 1^69. 

1. Rents $4,118 8! 

License fees 525 Oi 

Pasture, &c 740 3< 

Sale of old materials 1,357 9l 

Paid to the City Treasurer, to be credited to 
the "Fund for Park purposes"...; $S,772 1 

2. For sale of buildings (paid to the City Treas- 

urer, to be credited to the Sinking Fund for 

the redemption of the Park Loan) ;. 1,319 2 

Total receipts $8,091 3 



EXPENDITURES. 
LAND PURCHASES. 

Appropriation by Ordinance approved January STtli, 18C9, out of tl 
proceeds of the Loan of Four Million dollars authorized by an Ordinanci 
approred the 2tlth day of December, 1868, entitled "An Ordinance I 
create a loan for the furtlier extension of Faimiount Part and tl 
improvement thereof." 
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It«m 1. "For the payment of the damages for the ground 

and property so taken or to be taken" $3,000,000 00 

Additional appropriation, approved b; Ordinance, MayStb, 

, 1809 1,000,000 OO 

Additional appropriation, approved by Ordinance, Novem- 
ber 5tb, 1869 500,000 00 

Total appropriations for Land Purchases and Damages . f 3, 500, 000 00 

Expenditures. 
Land Pdrchases. 

Amount paid for land J3,135,441 16 

Recording deeils and decrees 
ofCourt, searoUeB, &C, ■" ■"■" "" 



■ |3,127,07» 9 



Land Dauaoes. 
Amount paid for awards by 

jury $81,139 40 

Becording deeds and decreea 

of Court. .'. 50 50 



81,180 00 



Total expenditures for Land PiircbaBea and Damages.. 3,208,369 88 
Balance, December 31st, 1869 $391,730 13 



PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS. 



Item 2. "For the laying out, conBtruction, and improve- 
ment" of said Park for public use $200,000 00 

Additional appropriation out of the proceeds of said Loan 
for Permanent ImprovementH, by an Ordinance approved 
September 37th, 1869 100,000 00 

A further appropriation out of the proceeds of said Loan 
for Permanent Impi-ovements by an Ordinance approved 
November 5th, 1869 200,000 00 

Total approp.iation for Permanent Improvements $500,000 00 

Expendifureg. 

BUILDIKOS, 

Repairing $3,601 36 

Repairing Park offices 1,788 IS 

Removing _ 6,243 61 

Propi^ating Houae 949 80 

Lodge at Eggleafield 881 58 

Lodge at George's Hill 417 84 

Lodge at Lansdowne Drive 373 25 

MuBic-stand (old Park) 885 GO 

Horse-Bhelter (Park office) 419 50 

Water-closets 2,405 93 

Amount carried forward $17,965 23 $600,000 00 
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Amount brought forward $17,965 23 $500,000 00 

Bkidges. 



Materials -, $3,044 86 

Labor 2,945 47 



5,990 33 



Dredging. 349 81 

Dbainage. 

Tile— Labor $384 33 

" Materials 6,021 91 

$6,406 24 

Culvert— Labor: 5,034 37 

" Materials 6,759 80 

11 794 17 

Tile— At Edgely 3,648 36 

Culvert-At Edgely 1,628 20 

5,276 56 



23,476 97 



Drives. 

Belmont, Sedgely, Lansdowne, and 
Connections at Thirty-fifth and 
Forty-first streets. 

Grading 67,338 67 

" Concourses 1,840 00 

Finishing 712 56 

Surfacing— Labor $4,296 32 

'* Materials 7,340 00 

11,636 3S 

Ballasting— Labor 5,832 44 

** Materials 2,369 76 

8,202 20 

Altering 308 20 

Repairing 1,521 06 

Grading — Girard avenue... 686 39 
Surfacing — Girard avenue. 1,484 10 

2,170 49 

Grading— Sedgely 5,353 71 

Ballasting " 169 84 

Tile drainage " 226 46 

Culvert " " 531 29 

6,281 30 • 

Grading — Elm avenue 4,153 37 

104,164 17 

Fountains AND Hydrants ^. 790 11 

Hedges 39 75 

Lakes and Ornamental Waters 404 24 

Lawns. 

Grading $12,502 68 

Finishing 222 75 

Repairing 54 99 

12,780 42 



Amount carried forward $165,961 08 $500,000 00 
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Amount brought forward |165,9fll OS |500,000 00 

LrvE Stock. 

8— Cost of. |945 00 

Feedandcareof 088 S2 

1,933 32 

Machinert. 

dredger, scows, ateam road roller, steam 

■ breaker, &c , 23,490 65 

lAiB 2,825 72 

MlBOELLAHEOUB. 

itEds l,fi2S 81 

ties. 330 04 

1,853 85 

NCRSERIKa. 

&0 574 65 

743 20 

l,3ie 85 

ExPENBBB. (Pabk Office.) 

s 1,758 30 

ery, &c 1,404 50 

are, &c 1,581 13 

4,739 03 

SBAxa., 3,363 50 

[*LAlITina AHD SOBDINO. 

; S,6fll 17 

1,000 05 

leed, &c 1,609 90 

B 60 80 

wrs 1,573 69 

6,875 61 

Police. 

of extra guard and watclimcu, signs, &c.. 9,509 85 

Salaries. 
Engineer (four-flfths,) gardener, &c 4,311 30 

,T (Belmont) 3,363 31 

Sdbteth. 

Purcbases *3,441 33 

Damages. 751 00 

ariea 455 43 

raphy 5,950 92 

ji'aphy 108 20 

ed Walks and DriTes 3,589 30 

Landings 26 00 

Drainage 439 62 

Amount carried forward ...|13,762 30 1337,343 71 |5CO,O0O 00 
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Amount brought forward |13,762 20 $227,342 71 $500,000 00 

Construction of Drives 2,467 25 

" Bridle-paths 16 67 

. *< Bridges 38 33 

*< Landings 180 00 

<* Drainage 254 24 

Drafting Buildings 371 87 

'* Bridges 224 60 

** Landings 97 69 

" Topography 263 00 

** General Plans 1,594 02 

" Proposed Drives 6182 

Machinery..; 39 76 

Office Records 1,852 79 

Manayunk Sewer 12 82 

Dredging * 2 92 

Wages of laborers with Engineer Corps 813 03 

EugineeW Supplies 4,922 39 

26,975 40 

Tools AND Implbmbnts 6,402 17 

Tools, Repairing 1,115 58 

Trees and Shrubs 277 80 

Walks. 

Grading : $5,533 10 

Surfacing 3,397 71 

Repairing 442 61 

Cleaning 194 90 

9,568 32 

Walls a.nd Fences. 

Labor 2,356 45 

Materials 200 35 

2,556 80 

Water Supply and Distribution 875 84 

Wharves, Steamboat Landing 5,355 25 



Total expenditure for Permanent Improvement 280,469 87 

Balance }319,530 18 

The bills for materials and labor for the month of December, 
1869, were paid in January, 1870, and the amount added to 
the above 28,804 73 

Shows the balance on Slst December, 1869 $248,334 86 
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APPROPRIATION FOR 1869. 

Appropriation for the salary of Solicitor, by Ordinance approved January 
27th, 1869 : 

Iteml $2,500 00 

Expenditure, 
Salary of Solicitor 2,500 00 



Appropriation for maintenance, supervision and furiiher improvement of 
Park, by Ordinance approved January 27th, 1869 : 

Item 2 $30,000 00 

Expenditures, 

Office Expenses (Office of Commission.) 

Salaries— Secretary, Clerk, Messenger, &c. $2,931 66 

Stationery ; 376 75 

Printing, binding and advertising 1,071 85 

Furniture 473 95 

$4,854 21 

Insurance (on buildings within the Park.) 690 10 

Police. 

Salaries of Park Guard 8,549 12 

Equipments, &o. " 1,83173 

10,380 85 

Salaries. 

Chief Engineer (proportion of salary) 1,066 65 

Additional Counsel 1,133 32 

2,199 97 

Repairing Buildings 513 40 

Repairs. 

Wages of laborers .10,461 72 

Materials 140 27 

Implements 104 10 

10,706 09 

Maintenance OF Deer (Feed) 101 68 

Miscellaneous 553 14 

29,999 44 

Balance merging 56 



FUND FOR PARK PURPOSES. 

Appropriation of the Park Fund of 1868 "to pay deficiencies 
for tlie years 1867 and 186B and other Park purposes," by 
Ordinance approved May 3d, 1869 «3,750 00 

Earpenditvres. 

Material (bills of 1868) - 1153 '* 

MiscKLLANBOca " 1^3 93 

Police (Salaries of Park Guard December, 1868) 511 8S 

Repairs (Wages for Labor) , 433 13 

EEPiiKS OP Tools ■ 35 50 

SAiARiBS (Chief Engineer) 33S 34 

Btationebt (bills of 1868) 23 TO 

SORVEYS. 

Office Rent (bills of 1868) 1333 33 

Engineer's Supplies • 757_32 ^ ^^ 

Music (Concerts in Park) 1,098 00 

Pbihtino (Notices to tenants) 9 00 

* Balance ^^^ ^ 

N. B. BRO-iTOB, Treasurer, 

To the Park Oommisiion. Db. 

1869. January 1, To balance (Donation in 1868) «350 00 

Conlra. Ce, 

1869. Nov. 33, By warrant No. 1, (For the . 
purchase of book-case and 

books for Park Library |150 00 

<i It By warrant No. 3, {For the 
purchase of books for the 
Park Library 100 00 250 00 



APPENDIX No. 4. 
RESOLUTION 

Adopted by the Park Commission, March 13th, 1869. 

•solved. That whenever a legacy or donation shall 
ven to the Fairmount Park Commiasioners for an 
t of art or improvement in said Park, and the same 
be accepted by said Commissioners, said object or 
)vement shall bear the name of the testator or donor, 
s otherwise directed by said donor or testator. ■ 

RESOLUTION 
Adopted hf the Park Commission, August 28tli, 1869. 
■solved, That for all doQations of books, trees, plants, 
, and flowers, the Chief Engineer be authorized to 
nt the thanks of this Commission, and to enter the 
a of donors in all books presented for the use «f 
•ark. 
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KEPORT 



OF A 



SPECIAL COMMITTEE 



OF THE 



e^^^- COMMISSIflllERS OF FAIIlMflUIIT PARK, 



UPON 



C^e ^PreseryioK of i\t ^Pnritj of i\t Mater Sapgln. 
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PHILADELPHIA: 
KING & BAIRD, PRINTERS, 607 SANSOM ST. 

1867. 



At a meeting of the Commissioners of 
mnt Park, held Friday, October nth, 1867, 
[lowing Report was presented and approved. 

MORTON McMICHAEL, 

President. 

PH F. Marcer, 

Secretary. 



To the 

COMMISSIONERS OF ] 

Gentlemen: Your Committ 
the investigation of tlie means 
the water supply, having carefi 
begs leave to present the follow 

In obtaining a supply of wat 
a city, the following conditions 
amined. 

First. The quality of the wa 
taining it pure. 

Second. The quantity availa! 
insuring a daily increasing den 

Third. Facility of getting th 
suitable altitude to properly si 
the city. 

Fourth. The cost of raising 

The object of this report is p 
of the first two points — namely 

The superior quality of the 
Philadelphia, chemically consii 
purities introduced by human i 
aU analyses yet made place it i 
proper and desirable for the o: 



fectly soft, pleasant to the taste, and remarkably free from 
organic matter, it compares favorably with the water sup- 
plied to other places. That this may be seen at a glance, 
the following table is introduced of the solid matter con- 
tained in a gallon of a number of waters supplied to other 



cities : 
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Gochitaate, supplied to Boston 3.37 ^ains per gal. 

Delaware river, supplied to Philadelphia 3.64 

Gunpowder river, proposed for Baltimore 4.41 

Schuylkill river, analyzed by Boye, in 1^2 4.42 

Patroon's creek, supplied to Albany 4.72 

Schuylkill, by Silliman, in 1850 5.50 

Supplied to New Haven 5.60 

Cincinnati 5.79 

Detroit 5.72 

Baltimore, Jones' Falls 5.85 

Schuylkill, by Booth and Garrett, in 1854 6.10 

Supplied to Troy 6.29 

Schuylkill, by Booth and Garrett, in 1862 7.04 

Hudson, at Albany , . . . . 7.24 

Supplied to Jersey City 7.44 

Mohawk, at Troy 7.88 

St. Charles river, supplied to Quebec 8.10 

Supplied to Rochester 10. 

Croton river, supplied to New York 10.93 

Average of all the above except the Schuylkill . . 7.46 
'* four analyses of the Schuylkill 5.76 
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We add a few of the waters supplied to European cities. 

Glasgow, from Loch Katrine 2.82 grains per gal. 

Manchester, from Lakes 3.33 

Part of Glasgow, from CorbaPs works 5.19 

Cumberland Lakes 4.16 

River Severn, proposed for London 9.80 

Artesian well, Grenelle, supply part of Paris. . . 9.86 
Geneva, from the lake 10.64 
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Paris, from the Seine .....* 12.74 grains per gal. 

Lyons, from the Rhone 12.88 

Supplied to Leeds 13.32 " 

Average now supplied to London, by 8 Go's . . . 18.04: " 

*V formerly ** " " 22.60 " " 

Part of London ** by wells 40. *« " 

Supplied to Bristol.. 52. " 
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It must be remembered that it is not always the best 
water for domestic purposes which contains the smallest 
amount of solid matter, and that a total absence of im- 
purity, as in distilled water, renders it unsuitable as a 
beverage. 

Two objections have been urged against the water of 
the Schuylkill. First, the presence of sulphuric acid at its 
head-waters; and second, the amount of impurity thrown 
into the stream from manufactories and other sources on; 
its banks. 

The first-named is probably not found to the same ex- 
tent in any other known river ; whilst the latter source of 
contamination does exist and is common to all rivers and 
streams, which naturally afford the most ready means of 
disposing of refuse matter. 

As this cause of impurity exists in all rivers and 
streams, it will be for us to satisfy ourselves whether it is 
likely to be more objectionable in the Schuylkill when 
compared with the volume of pure water in the stream 
than in other sources of supply within our reach; and 
whether the larger portion of impurity of this kind dis- 
charged into the river cannot be successfully intercepted. 

But before entering upon the latter branch of the sub- * 
ject it wiU be proper to deal with the first named, which 
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d considerable alarm to those persons unac- 
with a most beautiful provision of nature, a 
i of-ffhicb entirely relieves us from fear that the 
of sulphuric acid from the mines will be injurious 
ier supplied to the city. 

id is undoubtedly present in lai^ qnantities in 
waters of the river ; and at Schuylkill Haven as 
en grains to the gallon have been detected ; but, 
y, the whole of this acid is neutralized, or rather 

into sulphates of lime and magnesia by the 

several streams, which, flowing throngh Ume- 
lations, discharge their waters into the river at 
> Reading, and even at that place the water has 
d to test alkaline. 

er, it is believed that the amount of acid caused 
jal mines has probably reached its maximum, 
made by Messrs. Booth and Garrett show that 
: acid in the water above Reading increased be- 
■ years 1842 and 1S54 at the rate of 30^ per 
mnum, in the following years, ffom 1854 to 1862, 
ireased at the rate of ^ per cent, per annum. 

doubtless, caused in a great measure by the fact 
t of raising coal in the old and deep mines ia the 
I valleys being greater than that upon the less 
' mines in other coal fields nearer the. surfece 

not discharge their mine water into the Schuyl- 
3 conseqyently expect a still further decrease of 

acid txom the mines. 

[lowing language is used by Messrs. Booth and 

1 a report of an analysis made of the Schuylkill 



water in 1862. We think it so conclusive as to make any 
other remarks upon this branch of our subject entirely 
unnecessary. They say : 

" We have dwelt at length on sulphuric acid in Schuyl- 
kill water, because it appears to us the most important 
question in relation to future supply. To avoid misunder- 
standing, let us again note, that it does not reach Philadel- 
phia in the form of sulphuric acid; that it is already 
neutralized at Reading and may be called the sulphates of 
lime and magnesia, and that the neutral water of Reading 
becomes decidedly alkaline before it reaches Valley Forge, 
and maintains a uniform composition from that point to 
Fairmount." 

" The same causes of neutralization and alkalinity will 
undoubtedly continue to operate, whatever may be the 
extension of coal mining in the Schuylkill valley. An 
increase in the content of sulphuric acid on the upper 
Schuylkill will only result in an increase of sulphate of 
lime at Philadelphia." 

The gentlemen say further : " The quantities of lime, 
magnesia, and sulphuric acid in solution are only such as 
to produce a very slight curdling of soap, scarcely tending 
to produce pan* stone, producing no injurious medicinal 
eflfect that we have heard of; but their presence results 
in the positive benefit of forming a hard, white, and in- 
soluble coating on lead, so that lead pipe may be employed 
to any extent in conveying the water without the least 
apprehension of the latter becoming deleterious by taking 
up lead into solution. Add to this enumeration the im- 
portant fact that it is almost wholly fi'ee from organic 
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matter, one of the most objectionable constituents of water 
for domestic uses ; and we think our conclusion tenable, 
that the Schuylkill water from Valley Forge to Fairmount 
will prove superior to most waters of the world employed 
in large cities." 

The amount of impurity in the Schuylkill is at present 
really so small, when compared with the volume of the 
river, as to present objectionable matter at Fairmount in so 
minute a quantity that no chemical test, however delicate, 
can ordinarily detect it. The surface-current is so slow 
(probably not more than two miles per day in the ordinary 
stages of the river) that it would require some three days 
to bring down impurity from Manayunk to the dam at 
Fairmount, and any but the lightest floating matter will 
have deposited its noxious qualities long before the third 
day. 

A series of circumstances occurred last winter which, for 
a time, made the water unpleasant to the taste ; the same 
train of events never occurred before and may never do so 
again. New York, Boston, Albany, Brooklyn, and New 
Haven have all, at some period, been subjected to the same 
trouble ; it cannot, therefore, be considered as belonging to 
the Schuylkill alone. 

The legislative powers vested in the city have never yet 
been exercised to any considerable extent. It is quite 
evident that much that is thrown into the river is a wanton 
outrage upon common decency, and can be restrained 
without affecting in the least the business of the parties 
employed in manufacturing on the banks of the stream. 

The matter least imder control is dye-stuff discharged 



from the mills. The liquid parts of this cannot so easily 
be disposed of, but there is no excuse for throwing in the 
solid residue from the dye vats, and cotton and woolen 
waste, as is now done. This is unpardonable, and can be 
prevented by the exercise of existing legislative enact- 
ments. 

Having shown, as we think, that the natural purity of 
the water is beyond reproach, it remains to be seen what 
may be done to prevent its contamination. 

Your Committee believes that through the intervention 
of the Park Commission and City Councils, the river can 
be much better protected from pollution than other streams 
of smaller size, from which it has been proposed to supply 
the city ; so much of the river is now within the limits of 
the city and the jurisdiction of Councils, that there should 
be no difficulty whatever in obtaining the proper legisla- 
tion for guarding its banks sufficiently high up to insure 
a supply of water as pure as can ordinarily be obtained 
from a river* 

Much the larger portion of this objectionable matter is 
now thrown into the river at Manayunk ; both as town 
drainage and refuse from mills of various characters. 

And as this is the highest point up stream where we 
find impurities in large quantities flowing into the pool, 
the first question to decide is, as to the practicability of ' 
preventing this sewage polluting the water in the river, 
and passing with the current to the pumps at Fairmount. 
In some localities this might be reached by an arrange- 
ment of subsiding reservoirs for retaining the sewage and 
refuse, until, by precipitation, the liquid matter would be- 
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come innocuous to the river water, and at the same time 
would allow any fertilizing qualities it may contain to be 
made available ; but the topographical features of the river 
shores, between Fairmount and Manayunk, preclude the 
adoption of such a plan ; therefore, we are forced to pro- 
vide for it a separate channel through which it may be 
carried to the lower level of the river below Fairmount 
dam. 

From Manayunk to the nearest point on the river where 
this sewage could be safely delivered is about six miles ; 
and a sewer can be constructed along the eastern shore of 
the river, which will not only carry all the Manayunk 
sewage, but intercept the flow from the mills at the Wis- 
sahickon. Falls Village, and the brew:eries at the Spring 
Garden works. 

This sewer need not be of large dimensions, as it is in- 
tended solely for conveying sewage, leaving the flow of 
storm waters to take its ordinary channel ; the cost there- 
fore would not exceed an amount which the importance of 
the project would fully warrant. 

The western side of the river for the greater distance 
between Fairmount and the city line, about one mile below 
Manayunk, will be under the control of the Park Commis- 
sion, and so far as their riparian ownership extends, will 
be kept free from objectionable drainage ; while the char- 
acter of the upland not occupied by the Park is such, in 
connection with its peculiar location, as to prevent its oc- 
cupancy by other than suburban residences of taste and 
value. The dye-works and oil-refineries, now located 
along this shore, are entirely within the power of the 
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Water Department, and under existing laws can be re- 
strained from throwing their impurities into the pool 
whenever it may be deemed imperative. 

Yet at or near the West Philadelphia Water Works is 
the opening of a valley which drains a section of the 
Twenty-fourth Ward, the sewage from which cannot be 
diverted from the Schuylkill, but can be carried below the 
dam, without great expense, by constructing a berm bank 
for the Schuylkill Navigation Company's canal from the 
guard-lock at Fairmount, a distance of some two thousand 
feet up-stream ; this will confine the drainage from this 
valley to the canal, and can be carried to the lower level 
during navigation with the passing traffic ; and during the 
winter season through a flume or waste weir. 

No instrumental examination having been made over 
the ground here alluded to, this can be considered but a 
very general view of the subject as to what is believed to 
be practicable in averting the terrible results which impure 
water used for domestic purposes in a city would entail 
upon its inhabitants, but is sufficiently in detail to relieve 
us from any absolute anxiety upon this one very important 
point in the question under examination ; and also to war- 
rant an early instrumental determination of the proposed 
location of the sewer, with its cost. As a rough estimate 
of the expenditure necessary, we would say that we be- 
lieve eight hundred thousand dollars will construct the 
entire works. 

The Park Commission, as you are aware, proposes taking 
up the land on both sides of the river, and after the limits 
of the Park proper are reached, to extend a road of one 
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hundred feet in width as high as the falls on the west side, 
and as high as the Wissahickon creek on the east ; if this 
plan be carried out it will afford a good opportunity of 
constructing a sewer as proposed. The remarks upon this 
important branch of our subject herein introduced, together 
with the rough estimate of cost, have been furnished by 
the Chief Engineer and City Surveyor, Mr. Kneass. Your 
Committee is satisfied of the entire practicability of build- 
ing the sewer, without meeting extraordinary or insur- 
mountable engineering difficulties, and at a comparatively 
small cost. 

Your Committee would therefore recommend the Com- 
mission to exercise the power vested in it to urge upon 
Councils the importance of eventually carrying out such a 
plan for the preservation of the purity of the water. 

The consideration of the sufficiency of the Schuylkill as 
a source of supply for a considerable number of years, 
involves, first, the somewhat difficult problem of estimat- 
ing with certainty the increase of population, and the cor- 
responding increase of the water required for its use ; and, 
secondly, the power of equalizing the supply of water in 
the river by artificial means, so that the flood water may 
be made to compensate for the diminished flow in the 
dryest of the summer months. 

It is found that the increased demands for water do not 
obey the same laws as that of the population. Each year 
shows that a larger supply is required than the accessions 
to the number of the inhabitants would appear to indicate. 
The increase in the population for the ten years preceding 
1850 was about 70 per c^nt., at which rate the popula- 
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tion now would be 788,471, which is probably very near 
the number. Takins: the same rate of increase for the 
next twenty years we should have in 1887 a population of 
2,278,680. 

The increase in the quantity of water supplied in the 
last ten years has been about 88 per cent , at which rate 
the average supply in 1887 would be 92,725,750 gallons 
per day, and the maximum required during the summer 
months would probably be 145,622,367 gallons per day. 

The minimum flow of the Schuylkill has been set down 
at about 400,000,000 gallons per day, but during ten 
months of the year would probably be at least five times 
greater. 

The smallest quantity of water flowing to waste over the 
dam, after the city and the Navigation Company had taken 
their supply, was this year in the month of September, 
when at least 1,680,276,000 gallons passed over the dam; 
and the average quantity thus flowing to waste in the 
months of May, June, July, August and September, was 
2,714,292,000 gaUons. 

Previous to the year 1856, careful record was kept of 
the water flowing over the dam, from which it appears 
that the minimum quantity passing over the dam in 1853, 
1854, 1855, was in the month of September each year, 
when it reached an average of 2,765,992,800 gallons, and 
the annual average of the three years named was equal to 
a daily flow to waste of 4,242,416,396 gallons. 

From the above it will appear that even during the low- 
est stage of water this year we could have pumped, by the 
use of turbine wheels, fully 115,000,000 gaUons, and that 
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the average supply of the live months named would have 
been ample to supply 194,000,000 gallons, and the yearly 
average of 1853, '4, '5, would supply 303,000,000 gal- 
Ions. It will be seen, therefore, if some means can be 
devised to equalize the flow of the river, so that the small 
discharge of the summer months can be compensated by 
the surplus of the winter, we should have it in our power 
to raise by water power alone all the water the city is likely 
to require for the next fifty years. 

That a judgment may be formed of the ability to do this 
we must examine two points : 

First, what is the entire annual flow of the river ? 

And, next, what degree of uniformity of flow can be 
maintained ? 

The whole annual flow may be ascertained from exist- 
ing records of the annual rain-fall applied to the whole 
area of the country drained, with such allowance for evapo- 
ration and other causes of loss, as the topography and sur- 
face character may require. 

Records extending back half a century show the annual 
rain-fall of the region to be about 42 inches of water, dis- 
tributed with an approach to equality through the different 
months as to its whole quantity, but varying greatly as to 
the proportion available for river flow. 

Rain-falls of two quite different kinds yield but little 
water that is available. 

Gentle showers, giving less than one-eighth of an inch 
of water, are mostly absorbed by the soil and carried off 
by evaporation and vegetable respiration. Violent storms, 
exceeding one inch and sometimes reaching six inches or 
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more, pass quickly into the streams, producing destructive 
floods running rapidly to waste. This waste can be pre- 
vented by skilful engineering, and the water made useful 
for hydraulic purposes. The product of rain-falls interme- 
diate between these extremes is largely available for these 
purposes without costly works. 

The proportion of the whole rain-fall which will flow 
into the rivers depends greatly upon the topography and 
geology of the surface drained. 

The area drained by the Schuylkill and its numerous 
tributaries is computed to exceed 1,800 square miles, one- 
third of which comprises the mountains and steep hills 
among which its head- waters rise. A region of this char- 
acter is found by observation to pour 75 per cent, or more 
of its annual rain-fall into its river channels, making the 
total flow from this district about forty billion of cubic 
feet a year. In the lower districts, comprising 1,200 square 
miles, the country opens into gentle slopes and rolling 
ground, largely under culture and pasturage, from which 
the flow is usually estimated to average one-half the entire 
rain-fall. This district may be computed to supply about 
fifty-seven billion cubic feet, making the entire flow into 
the river ninety-seven billion cubic feet per annum. 

It will probably be safe to assume the available waters 
of the whole valley of the river to be 60 per cent, of the 
annual rain-fall, making the whole flow equal to ninety 
biUion cubic feet a year, or an average of eighteen hun- 
dred million gallons per day. 

It has been estimated that the average annual flow of 
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the Schuylkill at Fairmount, exclusive of storm floods, is 
about thirty-two billion cubic feet. 

If this be correct, it shows the waste from storm floods 
to be near sixty billion cubic feet, or two-thirds the whole 
annual flow; of the remaining third it is known that a 
large part passes, in the winter and spring months, in ex- 
cess of the daily wants of the city, and leaves an inade- 
quate supply for part of the summer and autumn. 

The vast amoimt of wasteful flow in high freshets must 
be evident to any one who has seen the rush of waters over 
Fairmount dam on these occasions ; and it may be demon- 
strated by a computation, based on the mathematical 
formula usually applied to such measurements, that the 
discharge over the dam in high floods is more than three 
hundred times as great as in the ordinary low stage of the 
summer months, making a waste in four or five hours equal 
to two months of flow in summer. 

Such a flood would pass in ten or twelve days a quantity 
of water equal to the whole annual drainage. 

An obvious remedy for these irregularities is well-known 
to hydraulic engineers. It is to establish pools or lakes of 
storage at several points on the river or its principal tribu- 
taries, in which the superfluous waters of annual snow- 
thaws and great storms (or so much of them as may be 
needed) shall be arrested and kept for gradual use. 

By arranging the outlet of these pools so as to allow a 
constant discharge into the natural channels equal to the 
ordinary average flow, the entire country bordering on the 
stream will receive its usual supply with increased regu- 
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larity, and would also to some extent be protected against 
the ravages of floods. 

In some respects this plan is less objectionable than that 
which carries the impounded waters to their destination in 
an artificial channel or aqueduct, and requires the storage 
works to be placed at a fixed altitude irrespective of cost, 
and also takes the waters away from the district entitled 
to their natural flow. It admits of a selection of places 
least expensive for land damages and cost of construction, 
and avoids entirely the great expense of making a graded 
aqueduct ; it also allows the work to be done in successive 
portions available for use, and the entire system may be 
thus enlarged gradually to meet a growing demand. 

On the other hand, the system of pools at high eleva- 
tion, with a graded aqueduct, will deliver the water directly 
into the distributing reservoirs without the aid of pumps ; 
and will thus .save the cost of expensive machinery and 
its daily attendance and wear. 

On which side the greatest economy will be found, can 
be determined only by careful and thorough investigation 
of all the details of the subject. 

This lies outside of the present inquiry, which aims only 
at the determination of the capacity of the Schuylkill for 
supply by any system that may be adopted. 

The oldest work of the kind that we are considering, 
now in use, is believed to be the reservoir of Saint Ferreol, 
constructed in the year 1667, on the Languedoc canal, in 
France ; it is of considerable magnitude, giving a water 
depth exceeding one hundred feet, and is shown to have 
been substantially built by its continued efficiency through 

two centuries. Several others have been established in 

2 
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the United States, to feed canals, and for water suppKes, 
some of which have a water depth of more than fifty feet ; 
a series of such storage lakes on a grand scale, with an 
aggregate capacity of three hundred billion feet, was pro- 
jected ten or twelve years ago, for maintaining a uniform 
navigable depth of water in the Ohio river. 

Perfectly rehable estimates cannot be made of the cost 
of pools on the Schuylkill, in the absence of proper sur- 
veys and measurements ; a general notion may be derived 
from the actual and estimated cost of some of the works 
heretofore established or projected. As a general rule, the 
cost per cubic foot of contents diminishes as the capacity 
of the pool increases. Some of the pools in this State 
having a capacity of only forty million cubic feet have 
cost one dollar per 1 ,500 cubic feet. 

The lakes proposed for the Ohio river project were to 
have a capacity of twenty-five billion cubic feet each, and 
their estimated cost was one dollar per 12,500 feet of 
capacity. 

An approximate estimate for pools containing one billion 
cubic feet would be one dollar per 5,000 feet, or $200,000 
for each pool of this capacity. The total amount of storage 
to be provided will be different upon the two systems 
mentioned ; if the stored waters are to furnish hydraulic 
power to lift the supply into distributing reservoirs, their 
quantity must be much larger than will be required if they 
flow into these reservoirs by gravitation. 

The first-named system will most severely test the sufii- 
ciency of water supply in the river, and the estimates 
which follow are, therefore, made with reference to it 

The greatest supply of water furnished by all the works 



/ 
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belonging to the city appears, from the pubUshed official 
reports, to have been under twelve hundred million gallons 
per month; the largest proportion raised by water-power 
at Fairmoimt has been under nine hundred million gal- 
lons per month, showing a deficiency of this power.to the 
extent of nearly one-fourth of the supply required. If 
new and improved motives were substituted for the old 
wheels, the whole of this deficiency would be supplied 
without addition to the expenditure of the water-power. 

Assuming that the quantity needed in the next two or 
three years will reach fifteen hundred million gallons per 
month, provision must be made for increasing the river flow 
at least one-fourth beyond its present minimum average, 
which is computed to be nearly two billion cubic feet per 
month during the three driest months of the year. If, 
instead of adding one-fourth, we make it double, we must 
provide storage for six billion cubic feet, or one-tenth of 
the storm waters now running to waste. Six pools of the 
magnitude suggested would provide the requisite storage, 
and, according to the approximate estimate given, their 
aggregate cost would be $1,200,000. 

By increasing the number or the capacity of these pools 
from time to time, they might eventually reach a capacity 
for storing all the storm waters of the region which is their 
ultimate useful limt. 

A computation, based on the data above stated, will 
show that the average flow of the river would then give 
sufficient water-power to raise into distributmg reservoirs 
at Philadelphia over three and one-half billion gallons per 
month, or 116,000,000 gallons per day, throughout the 
driest period of the year. 
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This may be held to be at such times the limit of the 
water-powex of the Schuylkill; but the city supply may be 
increased to any extent that can probably be heeded, by 
the use of auxUiary steam-power, or by high pook and 
graded aqueducts. 

The maximum demand takes place in summer, when we 
have usually the minimum quantity of water in the river. 
The importance of having some compensating supply to 
rectify this will be evident. 

As the expense of pumping has been urged against the 
Schuylkill, and has been brought forward in favor of a 
gravitation supply from other sources, it may not be amiss 
to show to what extent we may go in the use of power 
before reaching an annual expenditure greater than the 
interest upon the outlay necessary to bring the water by 
means of an aqueduct from the nearest point yet proposed. 

In estimating the cost of power, the actual cost of rais- 
ing water in 1866 at Fairmount and Spring Garden 
Works, with the interest on the cost of the works added, 
is taken, to which, in the case of water-power alone being 
used, we add the interest on the estimated cost of the pro- 
posed sewer and compensatory reservoir, amounting to- 
gether to $120,000. The cost, then, to raise 145,000,000 
gallons per day, the estimated quantity required in 1887, 
would be $474,780. 

To raise 145,000,000 gallons for 8 months by water alone, $284,204 

" 115,000,000 " ** 4 " 

" 30,000,000 " " 4 " by 



y 221,363 
steam, j 



$505,768 

The interest on the sewer being added, but not that of 
compensating reservoirs. 
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To pump as much as indicated above by water-power 
would, however, require the erection of additional miU- 
houses ; with the present mill-house and the substitution 
of turbine wheels, the total capacity will be 50,000,000 
gallons per day. The cost to raise 145,000,000 will then 
be: 

60,000,000 gallons by water power, with sewer $170,275 

96,000,000 " " steam " .... 1,213 625 

$1,383,900 

This is considered a high estimate, as the steam power 
now in use, upon which it has been based, may, when new 
works are constructed, be much improved. 

It will be remembered that 146,000,000 gallons will not 
be required before twenty years from the present time. 

The original cost of the Croton aqueduct was at the rate 
of $218,750 per mile, to which add 80 per cent., as the 
probable cost of such work now, would make the cost 
of twenty-four miles of conduit, the shortest line yet pro- 
posed, $10,400,000, the interest on which is $602,400, to 
which should be added $50,000 for repairs and mainte- 
nance, making the annual cost by such a plan $652,400. 
And if the water was brought from the Delaware Water 
Gap, as has been proposed, the annual cost would not be 
less than $2,315,000. If an aqueduct be built to supply 
the city, it must be made of sufficient size now to deUver 
the quantity which will be required twenty years hence, 
and the $10,400,000 (supposing that to be its cost) must 
be expended in five years, the probable time required to 
construct it. 

If power be used to raise the water, additions can be 
made from time to time as the increase of the population 
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will demand, the total expenditure (which in this case will 
possibly not exceed $3,500,000) will be extended over 
twenty years. 

The cost of increasing the present works to make them 
available during the five years required to construct the 
aqueduct will have to be charged against it. 

Large distributing reservoirs are required in either case, 
and are, therefore, excluded from the estimate. Such 
reservoirs should, however, be of larger size when used in 
connection with an aqueduct, than when power is employed ; 
for the reason that they must be large enough to permit 
time for the repair of the aqueduct should it be carried 
away or damaged by a flood, whilst if power is used it is 
scarcely likely that all the machinery will be disabled at 
one time. 

A few words in regard to the Delaware river — a source 
of supply which has, to some extent, occupied the atten- 
tion of our citizens — ^may not be out of place, and may give 
an additional reason (if any be required) for going to con- 
siderable expense to protect the purity of that stream, 
which has so long and so faithfully supplied the daily 
wants of our people. 

The Delaware, from its great volume and the extraordi- 
nary chemical purity of its water, would, of course, be a 
desirable source of supply if its waters were taken above 
the influence of tide water. 

But, unfortunately, there is no point within a reasonable 
distance at which a sufficient head can be obtained to 
bring in the water by gravitation. The level of the stream 
at Easton (distant from the city in a direct line about sixty 
miles) is but 160 feet above tide ; of this probably sixty feet 
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would be lost in bringing the water to the city through an 
aqueduct, leaving but one hundred feet head, whilst there 
are parts of the city upon the east side of the Schuylkill 
which require a head of about 140 feet. 

To obtain a supply from the Delaware wUl, therefore, 
require the employment of power; there are points upon 
the river where a water-power of sufficient magnitude 
can be made, but at an expense far greater than the proba- 
ble cost of building a sewer from Manayunk to Fairmount. 

Though not strictly within the duties of this Committee, 
it takes the liberty of making a few suggestions as to the 
means proposed for increasing and insuring the supply 
from the Schuylkill. 

First. By the construction of a sewer from Manayunk 
to a point below Fairmount dam. 

Second. By the improvement of the water-power to its 
fullest extent. 

Third. By the erection of large auxiliary engines to be 
used during the dry weather of summer, which might, to 
some extent, be so arranged as to be able to raise the water 
from below the dam in case any accident should occur to 
that important structure. 

Fourth. Additional engines of large size at Spring Gar- 
den works, capable of supplying the Delaware reservoirs 
as well as their own. 

Fifth. The construction of very large distributing reser- 
voirs or reservoir. 

Sixth. The building of large retaining compensating 
reservoirs upon some of the streams at the head waters of 
the river. 

In conclusion, your committee is of the opinion that 
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through the powers vested in the Park Commission and 
City Councils, the river Schuylkill may be made a suitable 
source of supply for very many years; and that by the 
construction of compensating reservoirs, (as above indi- 
cated,) and by the employment of steam-power in part, the 
quantity of water will be ample for at least fifty years, and 
it beUeves that this can be effected without unreasonable 
expense, and at a much less cost than any other plan pro- 
posed for the introduction of other streams. 

It therefore recommends this Commission to urge City 
Councils to retain the Schuylkill as a source of supply, and 
to take immediate steps for the improvement of its quaUty 
and quantity, in the manner here briefly indicated. 

Your committee has not entered into the details of im- 
proving the works and constructing the sewer, which be- 
long properly to the Chief Engineer and City Surveyor, 
and the Chief Engineer of the Water Department, who, 
when called upon, will doubtless furnish suitable designs 
for carrying out the plans named. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

FRED. GRAFF, Chairman, 
JNO. C. CRESSON, 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
STRICKLAND KNEASS, 
WM. SELLERS. 
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At a meeting of the Commissioners of Fair- 
mount Park, held January 25th, 1868, the following 
Report was presented and approved. 

MORTON McMICHAEL, 

President. 

Joseph F. Marcer, 

Secretary. 
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To tlie 

COMMISSIONERS OF FAIRMOUNT PARK. 

Gentlemen: The Committee on Plans and Improve- 
ments respectfully report that the resolution of the Com- 
mission, requesting them to consider and report within 
what boundaries, in their judgment, it is desirable and 
proper that the contemplated Park should be contained, 
has received the careful attention which its great import- 
ance demands. In arriving at the conclusions which they 
report, they have endeavored to forecast the prospective 
wants of this great and growing City, and to provide for 
the preservation of pure water, and of an open public place 
or Park for the health and enjoyment, not only of the 
living generation, but also of those which shall succeed it. 

A brief statement of the reasons which have influenced 
the opinion of the Committee will conduce to a better un- 
derstanding of their report, and will help, as they hope, to 
persuade the judgment of the CouncUs of the City, whose 
right and duty it is to decide the question of the proper 
boundaries of the Park. 

The City of Philadelphia derives its water supply from 
a stream which passes directly through it, and elevates the 
water into distributing reservoirs from points within its 
limits, which are already surrounded by the population of 



the City, and which, at no distant day, will be densely 
peopled, if such provision as this report contemplates is 
neglected to be made. 

This water supply — ^hitherto of unsurpassed abundance, 
and of unequalled purity — is adequate for the prospective 
wants of the people for generations to come, if proper 
economy is observed in its elevation into and storage in 
reservoirs, and proper provision is made to protect and 
preserve its purity. 

It is not proposed in this report to state the reasons 
upon which this conclusion is based. These may be found 
in the report of another Committee of this Commission, 
whose education and experience peculiarly fit them for the 
investigation of such questions. 

" The preservation of the purity of the water supply of 
the City of Philadelphia," is declared, in the Act of Assem- 
bly which creates this Commission, to be one of the chief 
objects of the Park which the Commission is required to 
lay out and establish ; and hence, in selecting the lines 
which the Committee recommend, they have had steadily 
before them this great and important purpose of the law 
under which we are acting. 

Now, if ever, while it is yet possible to be done at a cost 
which is moderate, when compared with its advantages, we 
must possess the ground which sun-ounds our water supply 
so closely that the impurities which are drained from its 
surface must necessarily be drawn into the reservoirs, and 
by preventing the erection of dwelUngs and manufactories 
upon the shores of the basin, and of the waters closely ad- 
jacent, provide against the pollution of the water, which is 



the sole supply for domestic uses of the present and of the 
future population of this vast and rapidly growing City. 
If we fail to do so, and our population continues to increase 
in the ratio of our past progress, twenty years will not pass 
before the shores of the Schuylkill will be crowded with 
dwellings and manufactories, pouring their impurities into 
the basin, and compelling the City, at enormous cost, 
either to build fresh works at some other point where pure 
water for domestic uses may be had, or else to acquire the 
very ground — the purchase of which we now recommend, 
while its cost is moderate — when its price will have been 
so enhanced as to make its acquisition almost impracticable. 
No one who has watched the growth of this City for the 
last twenty years, and observed how steadily it tends to the 
north and northwest, can be indifferent to these considera- 
tions. 

The convenience of the river for manufacturing purposes, 
and the high ground and picturesque beauty of the north- 
western portions of the City, on both sides of the Schuylkill, 
attract population, and the owners of the land are watch- 
ing with interest the steady approach of improvements 
that are pushing toward and will presently reach and sur- 
round them. 

Our population, in twenty years, will probably be a 
million and a half, and very soon this object, so desirable 
and now so attainable, will have passed beyond our reach. 

Independently of these considerations, the ground we 
propose to acquire is pecuKarly adapted to Park purposes. 
No other city in the Union has, within its boundaries, 
streams which, in picturesque and romantic beauty, can 



compare with the Wissahickon and the Schuylkill; and 
there are few, if any, which include within their limits 
landscapes which, in sylvan grace and beauty, surpass those 
which abound within the space we propose to appropriate. 
Nature herself has so adorned them that little remains for 
art to do, except skilfully, with cautious good taste, to open 
such paths as may best develop the natural beauties of the 
ground. Here through long coming generations, when 
with passing time our overflowing population shaU have 
embosomed these spacious grounds with the homes of the 
people of a vast and prosperous city, will this Park con- 
tinue — a monument of the wisdom and the foresight of 
those who founded it — protecting the purity and securing 
the abundance of their water supply ; ministering in its 
clear air and ample grounds to their health and enjoyment, 
and in the beauty and grace of its natural and its artificial 
adornments to the refinement of their taste ; while to the 
spots already of historic interest, which are within its 
bounds, will be added others on which stately buildings 
will arise, for works of art or taste, or for instruction in 
natural science, or where monuments will be reared to the 
immortal memory of those who in their day have greatly 
served the State. The cost for embellishment will be less^ 
far less^ than that of any other great Park of which we have 
knowledge. Even if the cost of its acquisition and adorn- 
ment were never repaid in money, it would be repaid each 
year in the health and enjoyment of the people ; but we en- 
tertain no doubt that the tax income, from increased assess- 
ments of properties surrounding the Park, will soon equal 
the interest upon our permanent investment, and ultimately 



extinguish its cost. Such has been the experience of our 
sister city of New York; where an expenditure exceed- 
ing eleven millions of dollars already yields in the tax 
upon increased assessments of adjacent lands the interest 
upon the entire cost, and adds to this five hundred thou- 
sand dollars per annum toward the extinction of the debt. 
Thus in fourteen years repaying all its cost, and ever after 
by adding largely to the assessable value of real prop- 
erty, enlarging the basis, and diminishing the burden of 
taxation. 

The Committee propose that it be recommended by the 
Commission to the City Councils that the boundaries of 
the Park be fixed and limited as foUows, viz. : 

Beginning at a point in the northeasterly line of prop- 
erty owned and occupied by the Reading Railroad Com- 
pany, near the City bridge over the river Schuylkill at 
the Falls, where said northeasterly line is intersected by 
the line dividing property of H. Duhring from that of F. 
Stoever and T. Johnson, extending from thence in a 
southwesterly direction upon said dividing line, and its 
prolongation to the middle of the Ford road ; from thence 
by a Hne passing through the southeast corner of Forty- 
ninth and Lebanon streets to George's Run; thence 
along the several courses of said Run to a point fourteen 
hundred and eighty-seven and a half feet from the middle 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad, measured at right angles 
thereto; thence by a straight line through the northeast 
corner of Forty-third and Hancock streets to the northerly 
side of Girard avenue near Fortieth street; thence by the 
said northerly Une of Girard avenue to the easterly side 
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of the Junction Railroad as now used ; thence by the said 
easterly side of the Junction Railroad and the Fennsylya- 
nia Railroad to the north side of Haverford street ; thence 
by the northerly side of said Haverford street to the 
westerly side of Bridgewater street; thence by said 
Bridgewater street to the north line of Bridge street; 
thence by said Bridge street to the west abutment of the 
Suspension Bridge; thence by the northwesterly side of 
the Suspension Bridge and Callowhill street to the angle 
in ^id street, on the southwesterly side of Faiimount 
Basin; thence by the northerly side of Callowhill and 
Biddle streets to the westerly side of Twenty-fifth street; 
thence by the said Twenty-fifth street to the southwesterly 
side of Pennsylvania avenue; thence by the said south- 
westerly side of Pennsylvania avenue to the west side of 
Thirty-third street ; thence across said Pennsylvania ave- 
nue to the northwest comer of Pennsylvania avenue and 
Thirty-third street; thence in a straight line to the north- 
west corner of Columbia avenue and Fortieth street; 
thence in a direct line to the northeast comer of Susque- 
hanna avenue and Thirty-seventh street, or to a point 
where said hne will intersect the southerly bounds of 
property owned by the Laurel Hill Cemetery Company; 
and by said property line to such a distance from the shore 
line of the river Schuylkill as will permit the location of a 
carriage road one hundred feet wide upon its margin; 
thence along the said river shore, and its several courses, 
as may be most practicable, at the same distance as above 
specified, (provided said distance shall not exceed one 
hundred and fifty feet,) to a point opposite the intersec- 
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tion of the Ridge Turnpike and School Lane; thence 
northwardly to a point on the southwesterly side of said 
Turnpike Road, opposite to the southeasterly side of said 
School Lane; thence by the southwesterly side of the 
Ridge Turnpike Road, and its several courses, to the 
southeasterly side of the Wissahickon Creek ; thence by 
the several courses of the southeasterly side of Wissahick- 
on Creek to the Schuylkill river ; thence across the water 
course of said river to the northeasterly line of the Read- 
ing Railroad Company's property as now occupied and in 
use at the city boundary line; thence along said north- 
easterly line, as now occupied and used by said railroad 
company, to the place of beginning. 

The Committee further recommend that an avenue, not 
less than one hundred feet in width, be laid out and 
opened along the entire outer line of the Park, commenc- 
ing at Girard avenue and thence extending to the western 
end of the Falls Bridge; and extending on the eastern 
side from the intersection of Pennsylvania avenue and 
Thirty-third street, northward by the Park boundary to 
the Kne of Laurel Hill Cemetery, as extended, and thence 
westwardly by said Kne to the river. 

The Committee recommend that these lines be defined 
and established as constituting the permanent boundaries 
of thQ Park; but they also recommend that a carriage 
road of noble proportions be laid out, commencing at Bel- 
mont avenue at a point south of City avenue, where the 
lines of Roberts' Hollow, if extended, would intersect 
said Belmont avenue, and thence by courses and distances 
of said Hollow, in the most practicable way to the foot of 
City avenue upon the Schuylkill, at which point a bridge . 



10 

should be constructed to the mouth of the Wissahickon 
on the opposite shore. 

They also recommend that the control of the Wissa- 
hickon, and of both shores of that creek — within narrow 
limits, yet such as will suffice to protect the margin of the 
stream from impurities, and preserve the picturesque 
character of its scenery — ^be acquired by the City and 
used in connection with the Park. 

Within these boundaries are contained, as nearly as the 
Committee can estimate, including the water area, and 
excluding the proposed road on the western side of the 
river, through Roberts' Hollow, and also excluding the 
lines along the Wissahickon, about 1,619 acres, divided as 
follows : 

Acres. 
On the western side of the river, from Bridge street 

to Girard avenue 104 

North of Girard avenue , 930 

Total on the west bank 1,034: 

On the east side of the river, in Fairmount, Lemon 

Hill, and Sedgely estates 140 

From Thirty-third street and Pennsylvania avenue 

to Laurel Hill purchase 117 

In the road passing along the front of Laurel Hill 

to Upper Falls village 16 

In the meadow and wooded knoll between the 

Eidge road and the river, extending to the 

mouth of the Wissahickon 40 

In Peters' Island 1^ 

Total on east side 814^ 

Water area in the river from Fairmount to the 

Wissahickon 270 

Total land and water area " 1,618 J 

Of this land, about 600 acres on the western side of the 
river, and 151 acres on the eastern side, are beyond the 
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limits heretofore by law embraced in the Park, but their 
possession is essential to the protection of the purity of 
the water, and the establishment of such open grounds as 
the health and enjoyment of the large population for which 
we must, provide will speedily require. This additional 
ground is more remote, and therefore much less costly 
than much of the ground which is already contained in 
the Park. 

Six hundred and eighty-five acres of the 1,691, including 
the water area, are already owned by the City, and have 
been paid for, leaving about 934 acres of the proposed 
Park to be acquired. 

In selecting these lines which the Committee recom- 
mend, they have been aided by Messrs. Olmsted & Vaux, 
of New York, and Mr. Robert Morris Copeland, of Boston, 
eminent landsQ^pe gardeners, whose large experience in 
such works, excellent jud^mSnt and refined and cultivated 
taste, has greatly assisted us. 

In substance they contemplate a carriage-road on either 
margin of the river, extending from the Wire bridge upon 
the western side to City avenue, and upon the eastern side 
to the mouth of the Wissahickon ; and these points being 
united by a bridge, the road so extended along the shores 
of the Wissahickon creek — thus controlling the banks of 
the river and its chiefest tributary, and securing the purity 
of their waters. The outer lines on either shore are so 
adjusted as to command such adjacent grounds as, by their 
natural beauty and extent, may best afford a noble Park 
for the health and enjoyment of all the people forever. 

Aside from the daily increasing and already almost vital 
necessity of controlling these groimds for the protection of 
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our water supply, their beauty and their fitness for Park 
uses is such that posterity will utter never-ceasing re- 
proaches if we permit this last opportunity of securing 
them to pass unimproved, for if we fail now to obtain 
them, their enhanced cost will sbon place them beyond 
our reach. To no other city is there afforded the chance, 
at a cost so small, of preserving and perfecting its water 
supply, and of providing a Park of such unrivalled beauty. 
Other cities have expended more than three times the 
possible cost of obtaining and adapting these grounds, in 
providing a park alone, and have found the taxes derived 
from increased assessments in the neighborhood of their 
park adequate within five years to pay more than the 
interest upon the entire expenditure. Viewed even in a 
selfish light, this Park must become an advantage to the 
revenue ; viewed in the far nobler light of its importance 
to the health and happiness #f iong-coming generations, 
its value is beyond price. 

In the full conviction that these and other reasons, too 
numerous for detail, yet hardly less persuasive than those 
embodied in this report, will induce its passage, the Com- 
mittee have prepared an Ordinance, which they report 
herewith, and recommend that after its approval by the 
Commission it be sent to the City Councils, veith an earnest 
request for its enactment by that body. 

THEO. CUYLER, Chairman, 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
STEICKLAND KNEASS, 
FREDERICK GRAFF, 
JOS. HARRISON, Jk. 

Committee Plans and Improyements. 
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AN ORDINANCE 

Appropriating ground for public purposes, pursuant to the Acts of Assembly em- 
powering the City of Philadelphia so to do j also defining the limits, and providing 
for the improvement of Fairmonnt Park. 

Section 1. The Select and Common Counmh of the City 
of Philadelphia do ordain, That Fairmount Park shall 
consist of the area of water and of ground which is 
embraced within the following limits, to wit: beginning 
at a point in the northeasterly line of property owned and 
occupied by the Reading Railroad Company, near the City 
bridge over the river Schuylkill at the Falls, where said 
northeasterly line is intersected by the line dividing prop- 
erty of H. Duhring from that of F. Stoever and T. John- 
son, extending jfrom thejice in a southwesterly direction 
upon said dividing line and its prolongation to the middle 
of the Ford road; from thence by a line passing through 
the southeast comer of Forty-ninth and Lebanon streets to 
George's Run ; thence along the several courses of said Run 
to a point fourteen hundred and eighty-seven and a half 
feet from the middle of the Pennsylvania Railroad, meas- 
ured at right angles thereto; thence by a straight line 
through the northeast corner of Forty-third and Hancock 
streets to the northerly side of Girard avenue near Fortieth 
street ; thence by the said northerly line of Girard avenue 
to the easterly side of the Junction Railroad as now used ; 
thence by the said easterly side of the Junction Railroad 
and the Pennsylvania railroad to the north side of Haver- 
ford street; thence by the northerly side of said Haver- 
ford street to the westerly side of Bridgewater street; 
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thence by the said Bridgewater street to the north line of 
Bridge street; thence by said Bridge street to the west 
abutment of the Suspension bridge ; thence by the north- 
westerly side of the Suspension bridge and CallowhiU 
street to the angle in said street, on the southwesterly side 
of Fairmount basin ; thence by the northerly side of Cal- 
lowhiU and Biddle streets to the westerly side of Twenty- 
fifth street; thence by the said Twenty-fifth street to the 
southwesterly side of Pennsylvania avenue ; thence by the 
said southwesterly side of Pennsylvania avenue to the west 
side of Thirty-third street ; thence across said Pennsylvania 
avenue to the northwest corner of Pennsylvania avenue 
and Thirty-third street ; thence in a straight line to the 
northwest corner of Columbia avenue and Fortieth street ; 
thence in a direct line to the northeast comer of Susque- 
hanna avenue and Thirty-seventh street, or to a point 
where said line will intersect the southerly bounds of 
property owned by the Laurel Hill Cemetery Company ; 
and by said property line to such a distance from the 
shore line of the river Schuylkill as will permit the loca- 
tion of a carriage road one hundred feet wide upon its 
margin ; thence along the said river shore, and its several 
courses, as may be most practicable, at the same distance 
as above specified, (provided said distance shall not exceed 
one hundred and fifty feet,) to a point opposite the inter- 
section of the Ridge turnpike and School lane; thence 
northwardly to a point on the southwesterly side of said 
turnpike road, opposite to the southeasterly side of said 
School lane ; thence by the southwesterly side of the Ridge 
turnpike road and its several courses to the southeasterly 
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side of the Wissahickon creek; thence by the several 
courses of the southeasterly side of Wissahickon creek to 
the Schuylkill river ; thence across the water course of 
said river to the northeasterly line of the Reading Rail- 
road Company's property, as now occupied and in use, at 
the city boundary line; thence along said northeasterly 
line, as now occupied and used by said railroad company, 
to the place of beginning. Excepting, nevertheless, hereout 
the several Water Works and their appurtenances, which 
are included within these boundaries, and such uses of the 
premises immediately adjacent to the same as the City may 
from time to time require for the purposes of its Water 
Department ; and saving the rights and franchises of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, and the Philadelphia and 
Reading Connecting and Junction Railroad Companies, 
as now provided by law. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be laid out and constructed a 
road of easy and practicable grades, extending from the 
intersection of the northerly line of the Park by Belmont 
avenue, on the westerly side of the river Schuylkill, to the 
head of Roberts' Hollow ; and thence along the said hollow 
and the river Schuylkill to the foot of City avenue ; laid 
out with ground contiguous thereto for ornamentation, of 
such width and so constructed as the Commissioners of 
Fairmount Park, appointed under authority of the Act of 
the General Assembly of the Commonwealth, may deter- 
mine. And the City of Philadelphia hereby declares its 
design and intent to make such road and its contiguous 
groimd a part of the aforesaid Park; and it hereby 
authorizes said Commissioners to ascertain by proper sur- 
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vey, and report its boundaries, so that the same may be 
duly appropriated. And the said Commissioners shall in 
like manner lay out and cause to be opened an avenue 
outside of and extending along so much of the boundary 
of the Park as is between the point of beginning in the 
description given in the first section of this Ordinance 
and Girard avenue ; which new avenue shall be not less 
than one hundred feet in width ; and in like manner on 
the easterly side of the river they shall lay out and cause 
to be opened a similar avenue, extending outside of and 
along the Park boundary, from the intersection of Thirty- 
third street and Pennsylvania avenue ; northwardly to the 
southerly line of Laurel Hill, as extended, and thence 
westwardly along said line to the river Schuylkill. And 
the said Commission are hereby authorized and empowered 
to exercise over the said new avenues, and also over so 
much of Girard avenue as is included within the limits of 
the Park, such authority as may be requisite for their 
proper laying out, decoration, and improvement, and for 
their preservation as public highways adjacent to the 
Park. 

Sec. 3. The City of Philadelphia hereby declares its 
intention to appropriate the shores of the Wissahickon 
creek, on both sides of the same, from its mouth to such 
point as may hereafter be determined by said Park Com- 
missioners, and -of such width as may embrace the road 
now passing along the same, and may also protect the 
purity of the water of said creek, and preserve the beauty 
of the scenery upon its banks, so that the same may be 
hereafter added to Fairmount Park, and constitute a part 
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of the same. And the said Commissioners of Fairmount 
Park are hereby authorized and empowered, with the aid 
of a proper survey, to define the appropriate limits of the 
ground proper to be taken for Park uses upon both shores 
of the Wissahickon, and to report the same for such definite 
legislation thereon as may be requisite and proper for the 
Councils of the City of Philadelphia. 

Sec. 4. The City of Philadelphia, in pursuance of the 
several Acts of Assembly enabling it so to do, and of any 
and all Acts of the General Assembly of the Common- 
wealth conferring such power upon it, does hereby appro- 
priate and set apart forever the area of land and water 
comprised within the limits prescribed in the preceding 
sections of this Ordinance, as an open public ground and 
Park for the preservation of the purity of the Schuylkill 
water, and of the health and enjoyment of the people 
forever. 

Sec. 6. That in addition to the powers conferred, by the 
Act of Assembly creating the Commission, upon the Com- 
missioners of Fairmoimt Park, the City of Philadelphia 
hereby authorizes and empowers said Commission to take 
possession of so much of the ground contained within the 
limits set forth in the preceding sections of this Ordinance 
as may be beyond the limits of the ground appropriated 
by or under the Act of Assembly establishing said Com- 
mission, and to exercise over the same, as part of Fair- 
mount Park, all the powers and authorities which are 
requisite for its appropriation, its laying out and adorn- 
ment, as part of the Park; subject, nevertheless, to such 
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appropriation as may, from time to time, be made for such 
purposes by the Councils of the City. 

Sec. 6. That the said Commission be and they are hereby 
authorized and empowered to negotiate with the owners 
of so much of the land included within the aforesaid limits 
as is beyond the boundaries mentioned in the Act of Assem- 
bly establishing the Commission, and to agree with them 
if it be practicable as to the price of their land ; and if it 
is not practicable so to do, that the Law Department of 
the City be and the same is hereby authorized and directed, 
upon the request of said Commission, to take proper steps in 
the law for the ascertaining and adjusting of the damages 
attending the taking of such land. 



ACT OF ASSEMBLY, 

T^he Passage of which is 'Recommended. 



A SUPPLEMENT 

To an Act, entitled "An Act appropriating ground for public purposes, in the CHy 
of Philadelphia," approved the twenty-sixth day of March, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania ian 
General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same. That the boundaries of the Fairmormt 
Park in the City of Philadelphia shall be the following, to 
wit: Beginning at a point in the northeasterly line of 
property owned and occupied by the Reading Railroad 
Company, near the City bridge over the river Schuylkill at 
the Falls, where said northeasterly line is intersected by 
the line dividing property of H. Duhring from that of JF. 
Stoever and T. Johnson ; extending from thence in.a south- 
westerly direction upon said dividing line and its prolon- 
gation to the middle of the Ford road ; from thence by a 
line passing through the southeast corner of Forty-ninth 
and Lebanon streets to George's Run ; thence along the 
several courses of said Run to a point fourteen hundred 
and eighty-seven and a half feet from the middle of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, measured at right angles thereto ; 
thence by a straight line through the northeast corner of 
Forty-third and Hancock streets to the northerly side ol 
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Girard avenue near Fortieth street; thence by the said 
northerly line of Girard avenue to the easterly side of the 
Junction Railroad as now used ; thence by the said easterly 
side of the Jimction Bailroad and the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road to the north side of Haverford street ; thence by the 
northerly side of said Haverford street to the westerly side 
of Bridgewater street ; thence by said Bridgewater street 
to the north line of Bridge street ; thence by said Bridge 
street to the west abutment of the Suspension bridge; 
thence by the northwesterly side of the Suspension bridge 
and Callowhill street to the angle in said street, on the 
southwesterly side of Fairmount basin; thence by the 
northerly side of Callowhill and Biddle streets to the 
westerly side of Twenty-fifth street; thence by the said 
Twenty-fifth street to the southwesterly side of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue; thence by the said southwesterly side of 
Pennsylvania avenue to the west side of Thirty-third 
street; thence across said Pennsylvania avenue to the 
northwest corner of Pennsylvania avenue and Thirty- 
third street ; thence in a straight line to the northwest 
corner of Columbia avenue and Fortieth street ; thence in 
a direct line to the northeast comer of Susquehanna 
avenue and Thirty-seventh street, or to a point where said 
line will intersect the southerly bounds of property owned 
by the Laurel Hill Cemetery Company, and by said pro- 
perty line to such a distance from the shore line of the 
river Schuylkill as will permit the location of a carriage 
road one hundred feet wide upon its margin ; thence along 
said river shore and its several courses as may be most 
{)racticable, at the same distance as above specified, (pro- 
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vided said distance shall not exceed one hundred and fifty 
feet,) to a point opposite the intersection of the Ridge 
turnpike and School lane ; thence northwardly to a point 
on the southwesterly side of said turnpike road opposite 
to the southeasterly side of said School lane ; thence by 
the southwesterly side of the Ridge turnpike road and its 
several courses to the southeasterly side of the Wissahickon 
creek; thence by the several courses of the said south- 
easterly side of Wissahickon creek to the Schuylkill river ; 
thence across the water course of said river to the north- 
easterly line of the Reading Railroad Company's property 
as now occupied and in use, at the City boundary line ; 
thence along said northeasterly line, as now occupied and 
used by said railroad company, to the place of beginning ; 
excepting, nevertheless, hereout the several Water Works 
and their appurtenances, which are included within these 
boundaries, and such uses of the premises immediately 
adjacent to the same, as the City of Philadelphia may from 
time to time require for the purposes of its water depart- 
ment. 

Sec. 2. That the title to and ownership of the ground 
within said boundaries shall be vested in the City of 
Philadelphia, excepting therefrom so much as shall be 
required by the Schuylkill Navigation Company, the Phila- 
delphia and Reading, the Junction and Connecting Rail- 
road Companies for the execution of their franchises as 
now provided by law. 

* 

Sec. 3. So much of the ground as was embraced in 
the Act to which this is a Supplement, approved the 
twenty-sixth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
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and sixty-seven, and is not included in the above boun- 
daries, is hereby released from all claim of title by the said 
citv, with the same effect as if it had never been included. 

Sec. 4. That all the grounds taken within the boun- 
daries of the Fairmount Park by the first section of 
this Act, shall be subject to all the powers and control 
given by the Act to which this is a Supplement to the City 
of Philadelphia and the Park Commissioners designated 
by or appointed under said Act; and the owners of all 
ground taken for the Park, and others interested therein, 
shall be compensated as in said Act is directed and pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 5. The said Commissioners shall have power and 
authority, fi'om time to time, to vacate any street or road 
within the boundaries of the Park, (excepting Girard 
avenue,) and to open for public use such other roads, 
avenues and streets therein as they deem necessary. 

Sec. 6. The Councils of the City of Philadelphia shall 
cause, under the supervision of the Department of Surveys, 
such alterations of the plan of survey of the Twenty-fourth 

« 

Ward as lies between Fairmount Park as by this Act 
established, the Pennsylvania Railroad and the City avenue, 
and of the contiguous parts of the Twentieth and Twenty- 
eighth Wards, as may become necessary or expedient by 
reason of the extension as aforesaid of the limits of the 
Fairmount Park, and cause the same to be established in 
manner as now provided by law for revising or laying out 
plans of survey in and for the City of Philadelphia; and 
shall lay out an avenue as one of the streets of the city, 
of the width of not less than one hundred feet, as a boun- 
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dary of the Park on the southwest, west and northwest sides 
thereof, extending from Girard avenue to the river Schuyl- 
kill, at or near the Falls bridge ; and also upon the eastern 
side of the river from the intersection of Pennsylvania 
avenue and Thirty-third street, northward along the boun- 
dary of said Park to the river Schuylkill. 

Sec. 7. The jurisdiction of the Commissioners of the 
Park shall extend to the breadth of the footway next the 
Park, in all avenues or streets which shall bound upon the 
Park, and they shall direct the manner in which such foot- 
ways shall be laid out, curbed, paved, planted and orna- 
mented ; which footways shall not be less than twenty feet 
in width on any avenue or street of the width of one hun- 
dred feet, and of like proportion upon any street or avenue 
of a greater or less width, unless otherwise directed by the 
Commissioners, 

Sec. 8. The said Park Commissioners or jury who shall 
assess the compensation to the owners for the ground 
taken, shall ascertain and make compensation for build- 
ings, as well as the ground taken, if the Park Commission- 
ers shall desire to retain the buildings ; but all buildings 
and machinery and fixtures not required by the Park 
Commission, shall be removed by the owners thereof 
whenever payment of the compensation awarded them 
shall be made or tendered to them ; and upon such pay- 
ment or tender, the Park Commissioners shall forth- 
with take possession of the premises. If any owner or 
lessee of ground taken cannot be found, notice of the 
taking and valuation of his land shall be given by adver- 
tisement in two daily papers, published in Philadelphia, 
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six times, and in the Legal Intelligencer twice ; and the 
amount awarded in such case to the owner or lessee, shall 
remain in the City treasury, until such owner shall produce 
the decree of the court having jurisdiction in the premises, 
ordering the said moneys to be paid to him or his legal 
representatives. 

Sec. 9. The said Commissioners and jury may make 
partial or special reports, from time to time, to the court, 
as they may be ready to do so, and the court may act upon 
such reports separately; and the powers of the jury shall 
continue, unless limited by the court, or they be required 
by the court to make report, until they shall have reported 
on all the cases on which they have been appointed, 
although a term or terms of the court shall have inter- 
vened ; and jurors may be appointed upon one or more 
cases, according to the order of the court made; and 
whenever any report of the said Commissioners or of the 
jury shall have been confirmed by the court, the valuation 
made shall be forthwith payable by the City of Philadel- 
phia. 

Sec. 10. The City of Philadelphia shall be authorized to 
raise by loans, from time to time, such sums of money as 
shall be necessary to make compensation for all grounds 
heretofore taken or to be taken for said Fairmount Park, 
and for the laying out and construction thereof for pubhc 
use; for the permanent care and improvement thereof, 
and for all culverts and other means of preserving the 
Schuylkill water pure for the use of the citizens of said 
city ; and shall annually assess taxes for keeping in repair 
and good order the said Park ; and shall also provide for 
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the payment of the interest on all said loans, and the usual 
sinking fund for the redemption thereof. 

Sec. 11. The said Park Commissioners shall, from time 
to time, appoint such officers, agents and subordinates as 
they may deem necessary, for the purposes of this Act and 
the Act to which this is a Supplement ; and they shall pre*- 
scribe the duties and the compensation to be paid them ; 
and so much of the second section of the Act to which this 
is a Supplement, as requires that the Secretary shall be 
chosen from the Commissioners, be and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 12. It shall be lawftd for said Park Commissioners 
to acquire title to the whole of any tract of land, part of 
which shall fall within the boundaries mentioned in the 
first section of this Act, and take conveyance thereof in 
the name of the City of Philadelphia ; and such part thereof 
as shall lie beyond the said Park limits, again to sell and 
convey in absolute fee simple to any purchaser or pur- 
chasers thereof, by deeds to be signed by the Mayor, under 
the seal of the City, to be affixed by direction of Councils ; 
either for cash, or part cash and part to be secured by 
bond and mortgage to the City, paying all cash into the 
City treasury : Provided, that the proceeds of such sales 
shall be paid into the sinking ftmd for the redemption of 
the loan created under the provisions of this Act : Pro- 
vided also, that no Commissioner, nor any officer under 
the Park Commission, shall in any wise be directly or in- 
directly interested in any such sale of lands by the Com- 
missioners as aforesaid; and if any Commissioner or officer 
aforesaid shall act in violation of this proviso, he shall, if 
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a Commissioner, be subject to expulsion; if an officer, to 
be discharged, by a majority of votes of the Board of Park 
Commissioners, after an opportunity afforded of explana- 
tion and defence. 

Sec. 13. The said Board of Commissioners shall annu- 
ally hereafter, in the month of December, make to the 
Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, a report of their pro- 
ceedings, and a statement of their expenditures for the 
preceding year. 

Sec. 14. The said Park Commissioners shall have exclu- 
sive power to lease from year to year, all houses and build- 
ings within the Park limits, which may be let without 
prejudice to the interests and purposes of the Park, by 
leases to be signed by their President and Secretary, and 
to collect the rents and pay them into the City treasury. 

Sec. 16. All houses and buildings now built or to be 
built on any part of the Park grounds, by or for boat or 
skating clubs, or zoological or other purposes, shall be 
taken to have rights subordinate to the public purposes 
intended to be subserved by acquiring and laying out the 
Park, and shall be subject to the regulations of said Park 
Commissioners, under licenses which shall be approved by 
the Commission, and signed by the President and Secre- 
tary, and will subject them to their supervision and to 
removal, or surrender to the City, whensoever the said 
Commissioners may require. 

Sec. 16. The said Park Commissioners shall have power 
to accept in the name and behalf of the City of Philadel- 
phia, devises, bequests and donations of lands, moneys, 
objects of art and natural history, maps and books, or 
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other things, upon such trusts as may be prescribed by the 
testator or donor; provided such trusts be satisfactory to 
the Commission, and compatible with the purposes of said 
Park. 

Sec. 1 7. None of the Park Commissioners, nor any per- 
son employed by them, shall have power to create any 
debt or obligation to bind said Board of Commissioners, 
except by the express authority of the said Commissioners 
at a meeting duly convened. 

Sec. 18. The said Park Commissioners shall have the 
power to govern, manage, lay out, plant and ornament the 
said Fairmount Park, and to maintain the same in good 
order and repair; and to construct all proper bridges, 
buildings, railways, and other improvements therein, and 
to repress all disorders therein under the provisions here- 
inafter contained. 

Sec. 19. The said Park Commissioners shall employ, 
equip and pay a Park police, adequate to maintain good 
order therein, and in all houses thereupon, and to dis- 
charge them at pleasure; which police shall be subject to 
the orders of the Mayor upon any emergency. 

Sec. 20. That the said Park Commissioners shall have 
authority to license the laying down, and the use for a 
term of years, from time to time, of such passenger rail- 
ways as they may think wiU comport with the use and en- 
joyment of the said Park by the public, upon such terms 
as said Commissioners may agree; all emoluments from 
which shall be paid into the City treasury. 

Sec. 21. The said Park shall be under the following 



28 

rules and regulations, and such others as the Park Com- 
missioners may from time to time ordain. 

I. No persons shall turn cattle, goats, swine or horses 
loose into the Park. 

II. No persons shall carry fire-arms, or shoot birds in 
the Park, or within fifty yards thereof, or throw stones or 
other missiles therein. 

III. No one shall cut, break, or in anywise injure or de- 
face the trees, shrubs, plants, turf, or any of the buildings, 
fences, structures or statuary, or foul any fountains or 
springs within the Park. 

IV. No person shaU drive or ride therein at a rate ex- 
ceeding seven miles an hour. 

V. No one shall ride or drive therein, upon any other 
than upon the avenues and roads. 

VI. No coach or vehicle used for hire, shall stand upon 
any part of the Park for the purpose of hire, nor except 
in waiting for persons taken by it into the Park, unless 
in either case at points designated by the Commission, 

VII. No wagon or vehicle of burden or traffic shall pass 
through the Park, except upon such road or avenue as 
shall be designated by the Park Commissioners for burden 
transportation. 

VIII. No street railroad car shall come within the lines 
of the Park without the license of the Park Commission. 

IX. No person shall expose any article for sale within 
the Park without the previous license of the Park Com- 
mission. 

X. No person shall take ice from the Schuylkill within 
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the Park without the license of the said Commission first 
had, upon such terms as they may think proper. 

XI. No threatening, abusive, insulting, or indecent 
language shall be allowed in the Park. 

XII. No gaming shall be allowed therein, nor any 
obscene or indecent act therein. 

XIII. No person shall go in to bathe within the Park. 

XIV. No person shall fish or disturb the water-fowl in 
the pool, or any pond, or birds in any part of the Park, 
nor discharge any fire-works therein, nor affix any bills or 
notices therein. 

XV. No person^ shall have any musical, theatrical, or 
other entertainment therein, without the license of the 
Park Commissioners. 

XVI. No person shall enter or leave the Park except by 
such gates or avenues as may be for such purpose arranged. 

XVII. No gathering or meeting of any kind, assembled 
through advertisement, shall be permitted in the Park 
without the previous permission of the Commission ; nor 
shall any gathering or meeting for political purposes in 
the Park be permitted under any circumstances. 

Sec. 22. Any person who shall violate any of said rules 
and regulations, and any others which shall be ordained 
by the said Park Commissioners, for the government of said 
Park, not inconsistent with this act, or the laws and con 
stitutions of this State and United States — the power to 
ordain which rules and regulations is hereby expressly 
given to said Commissioners — shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and shall pay such fine as may be prescribed by 
said Park Commissioners, not to exceed five dollars for 
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each and every violation thereof, to be recovered before 
any alderman of said City, as debts of that amount are re- 
coverable, which fines shall be paid into the City treasury; 
Provided, That if said Park Comraissioners should license 
the taking of ice in said Park, or the entry of any street 
railroad car therein, or articles for sale, or musical enter- 
tainments, it may be with such compensation as they may 
think proper, to be paid into the City treasury; And 
provided. That any person violating any of said rules and 
regulations shall be further liable to the full extent of any 
damage by him or her committed, in trespass or other ac- 
tion ; and any tenant or licensed party who shall violate 
the said rules, or any of them, or consent to or permit the 
same to be violated on his or her or their premises, shall 
forfeit his or her or their lease or license, and shall be 
liable to be forthwith removed by a vote of the Park Com- 
mission ; and every lease an^ Ucense shall contain a clause 
making it cause of forfeiture thereof for the lessee or 
party licensed to violate or permit or suffer any violation 
of said rules and regulations or any of them. It shall be 
the duty of the police appointed to duty in the Park, 
without warrant, forthwith to arrest any offender against 
the preceding rules and regulations, whom they may de- 
tect in the commission of such offence, and to take the 
person or persons so arrested forthwith before a magis 
trate having competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 23. All rents, license charges and fees; all fines, 
proceeds of all sales, except of lands purchased, and profits 
of whatsoever kind to be collected, received, or howsoever 
realized, shall be paid into the City treasury, as a fund to 
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be exclusively appropriated by Councils for Park purposes, 
under the direction of said Commission: Provided^ that 
moneys or property given or bequeathed to the Park Com- 
missioners upon specified trusts shall be received and re- 
ceipted for. by their Treasurer, and held and applied ac- 
cording to the trusts specified. 

Sec. 24. That the Councils of the City of Philadelphia 
be and they are hereby authorized to widen and straighten 
any street laid upon the public plans of said City, as they 
may think requisite to improve the approaches to Fair- 
mount Park. 

Sec. 25. That nothing in this Act contained shall sus- 
pend or affect any proceeding pending in court under any 
existing law ; but the same shall be proceeded in as if this 
Act had not been passed. 
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AN ACT 

Appropriating ground for public purposes in the City of Pliiladelpliia. 

Section 1. Be it enctcted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Gomnumwealth of Pennsylvania^ 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the same^ That the title to and owner- 
ship of the area of ground which is bounded as follows,* 
beginning at a point on the river Schuylkill at the 
intersection of the north line of Bridge street and low 
water mark in said river, thence along said north line 
of Bridge street to Bridgewater street, thence along 
the easterly side of Bridgewater street to the north 
line of Haverford street as now used, thence along the 
northeast line of said Haverford street to the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad, thence along the said Pennsylvania 
Railroad to the Junction Railroad, thence along the 
said Junction Railroad, its several courses and dis- 
tances, to a point where it intersects Girard avenue, 
thence westwardly along the north line of Girard 
avenue to Forty-first street, thence northward along 
Forty-first street to Lansdowne avenue, thence along 
said Lansdowne avenue westwardly to Belmont avenue, 
thence along said Belmont avenue northwardly to 
Montgomery avenue, thence eastwardly along said 
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* Boundary of the Park modified by Act of April 14, 1868, Sec. 1. 
page 8. See also, Sec. 4 of said Act, p. 11. 



Montgomery avenue in a direct line to the water line 
of Fairmount dam, thence down the river Schuylkill 
along the low water line thereof to the place of be- 
ginning, excepting therefrom and thereout that part 
of which the Schuylkill Navigation, the Pennsylvania 
Central, the Junction and the Connecting Railroad 
Companies are respectively seized for the execution of 
their franchises, shall be vested in the City of Phila- 
delphia, to be laid out and maintained forever as an 
open public place and park for the health and enjoy- 
ment of the people of said city, and the preservation 
of the purity of the water supply of the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

Sect. 2. That the Mayor, the Presidents of the 
Select and Common Councils, Commissioner of City 
Property, the Chief Engineer and Surveyor, and the 
Chief Engineer of the Water Works of said city, to- 
gether with ten citizens of said city, who shall be 
appointed for five years, five of whom by the District 
Court, and five of whom by the Court of Common 
Pleas of said city, be and the same are hereby consti- 
tuted Commissioners of said park ; they shall organize 
annually on the first Monday of June, by the election 
of a president and secretary,* but they shall receive no 
compensation for their services as commissioners. Pt'o- 
vided^ That whenever a vacancy shall occur in that part 
of the said commissioners appointed by the courts, the 

* So much of the Section as requires that the Secretary shall be chosen 
from the Commissioners, repealed by Act of April 14, 1868, Sec. 12, 
page 15. 



court from which the appointment was made shall fill 
the vacancy. 

Sect. 3. That the owners of the said ground, by the 
first section of this act appropriated for public purposes, 
shall be paid for the same by the City of Philadelphia, 
according to the value which shall be ascertained by a 
jury of twelve* disinterested freeholders to be ap- 
pointed by the Court of Quarter Sessions of said city, 
upon the petition of said commissioners ; and if the 
said commissioners shall delay petitioning as aforesaid 
for the period of sixty days after notice given of their 
taking possession of said ground, then said jury shall 
be appointed upon the petition of any person whose 
property shall be so taken. Promded however^ That in 
any case the said commissioners may negotiate and 
agree with the owners of any part of said ground as to 
the price thereof, and said price shall be reported to 
the said Court of Quarter Sessions, and if confirmed 
and approved by said court, shall be conclusive upon 
said city. And provided further^ That whenever it 
shall be necessary to have recourse to a jury to assess 
the damages for any property to be taken as aforesaid, 
the said jury shall estimate the advantage to property 
adjoining or in the vicinity, and the said jury shall 
proceed and their award shall be reviewed and enforced 
in the same manner as provided by law in the opening 
of roads in the City of Philadelphia. 

Sect. 4. That the commissioners of said park, after 

* Reduced to six by Act of 14 April, 1868, Sec. 10, page 14. 



they shall have secured possession of the ground, shall 
adopt a plan for the improvement and maintenance 
thereof, and shall have powers to proceed with the 
same, and all moneys expended shall be under their 
supervision, but no contracts shall be made for said 
improvement unless an appropriation therefor shall 
have been first made by the Councils of said city. 

Sect. 6. That as soon as the said commissioners 
shall have fully organized, they shall have the care and 
management of Fairmount Park, on both sides of the 
river Schuylkill, and all plans and expenditures for the 
improvement and maintenance of the same shall be 
under their control, subject to such appropriations as 
Councils may from time to time make as aforesaid. 

Sect. 6.* That the commissioners of said Park are 
hereby further empowered^ whenever the Councils of 
the City of Philadelphia shall so declare by ordinance, 
to take such other land as may be deemed proper by 
said Councils for the extension of said Fairmount Park, 
between the Spring Garden Water Works and the 
Columbia bridge and between the Reading Railroad 
and the river Schuylkill, according to the value which 
shall be ascertained by a jury of twelve disinterested 
freeholders, to be appointed by the Court of Quarter 
Sessions of said city upon the petition of said commis- 
sioners; and if the said commissioners shall delay 
petitioning as aforesaid for a period of sixty days after 

* The land referred to in this section is included within the Park 
boundaries by Act of April 14, 1868, page 8. 



notice given of their taking possession of said ground, 
then said jury shall be appointed upon the petition of 
any person whose property shall be so taken. Pro- 
vided however^ That in any case the said commissioners 
may negotiate directly and agree with the owners of 
any part of said ground as to the price thereof, and 
said price shall be reported to the said Court of Quar- 
ter Sessions, and if confirmed or approved by said 
court, shall be conclusive upon said city ; and provided 
further^ That whenever it shall be necessary to have 
recourse to a jury to assess the damages for any 
property to be taken as aforesaid, the said jury shall 
estimate the advantage to property adjoining or in 
the vicinity, and said jury shall proceed, and their 
award shall be reviewed and enforced in the same 
manner as provided by law in the opening of roads in 
the City of Philadelphia. 

Approved March 26, 1867. 
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A SUPPLEMENT 

To an Act, entitled " An Act appropriating ground for public purposes, 
in the City of Philadelphia," approved the twenty-sixth day of 
March, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven. 

Section 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and Souse of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of PennsylvaniAi 
in General Assembly mety and it is hereby enaxited hy the 
authority of the same^ That the boundaries of the Fair- 
mount Park in the City of Philadelphia shall be the 
following, to wit : Beginning at a point in the north- 
easterly line of property owned and occupied by the 
Reading Railroad Compapy, near the City bridge over 
the river Schuylkill at the Falls, where said north- 
easterly line* [is intersected by the line dividing 
property of H. Duhring from that of F. Stoever and 
T, Johnson ; extending] from thence in a south- 
westerly direction upon said dividing line and its pro- 
longation to the middle of the Ford road ; from thence 
by a line passing through the southeast corner of 
Forty-ninth and Lebanon streets to George's run; 
thence along the several courses of said run to a point 
fourteen hundred and eighty-seven and a half feet from 
the middle of the Pennsylvania Railroad, measured at 
right angles thereto ; thence by a straight line through 
the northeast comer of Forty-third and Hancock 

* Amended by Act of April 31, 1869, Sec. 8, page 27. 



streets to the northerly side of Girard avenue near 
Fortieth street; thence by the said northerly line of 
Girard' avenue to the easterly side of the Junction 
Railroad as now used ; thence by the said easterly side 
of the Junction Railroad and the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road to the north side of Haverford street; thence by the 
northerly side of said Haverford street to the westerly 
side of Bridgewater street ; thence by said Bridgewater 
street to the north line of Bridge street; thence by 
said Bridge street to the west abutment of the Suspen- 
sion bridge ; thence by the northwesterly side of the 
Suspension bridge and Callowhill street to the angle 
in said street, on the southwesterly side of Fairmount 
basin; thence by the northerly side of Callowhill and 
Biddle streets to the westerly side of Twenty-fifth street; 
thence by the said Twenty-fifth street to the south- 
westerly side of Pennsylvania avenue ; thence by the 
southwesterly side of Pennsylvania avenue to the west 
side of Thirty-third street; thence along the westerly 
side of Thirty-third street to the SQuthwesterly line of 
Ridge avenue ; thence along said Ridge avenue to the 
southwesterly line of South Laurel Hill Cemetery, 
(north of Huntingdon street;) thence by and along 
said property line to such a distance from the shore 
line of the river Schuylkill as will permit the location 
of a carriage road one hundred feet wide upon its 
margin ; thence along said river shore and its several 
courses as may be most practicable, at the same dis- 
tance as above specified, (provided said distance shall 
not exceed one hundred and fifty feet,) to a point op- 
posite the intersection of the Ridge turnpike and 
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School lane; thence northwardly to a point on the 
southwesterly side of said turnpike road opposite to 
the southeasterly side of said School lane ; thence by 
the southwesterly side of the Ridge turnpike road and 
its several courses to the southeasterly side of the Wis- 
sahickon creek ; thence by the several courses of the 
said southeasterly side of Wissahickon creek to the 
Schuylkill river; thence across the water course of 
said river to the northeasterly line of the Reading 
Railroad Company*s property as now occupied and in 
use, at the City boundary line; thence along said 
northeasterly line, as now occupied and used by said 
railroad company, to the place of beginning ; except- 
ing, nevertheless, thereout the several Water Works 
and their appurtenances, which are included within 
these boundaries, and such uses of the premises imme- 
diately adjacent to the same, and such other portions 
of the ground as are described in this section, as the 
City of Philadelphia may from time to time require 
for the purposes of its water department. 

Sect. 2. That there shall be laid out and constructed 
a road of easy and practicable grades extending from 
the intersection of the northerly line of the Park by 
Belmont avenue on the westerly side of the river 
Schuylkill to the head of Roberts' Hollow, and thence 
along said hoUow and the river Schuylkill to the foot 
of City avenue, laid out with the ground contiguous 
thereto for ornamentation, of such width and so con- 
structed as the Commissioners of Fairmount Park 
appointed under authority of the act of the General 
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Assetnbly of the Commonwealth may determine. And 
such road and its contiguous ground are hereby de- 
clared to be a part of the aforesaid park; and said 
Park Commissioners are hereby authorized and re- 
quired to ascertain, by a proper survey, the limits 
thereof, which survey they shaU file in the survey de- 
partment of the City of Philadelphia. And it shall also 
be the duty of said Park Commissioners to appropriate 
the shores of the Wissahickon creek on both sides of 
'the same from its mouth to the Paul's Mill road, and 
of such width as may embrace the road now passing 
along the same; and may also protect the purity of 
the water of said creek, and by passing along the crest 
of the heights which are on either side of said creek, 
may preserve the beauty of its scenery. The said 
Park Commissioners are hereby authorized and re- 
quired to cause a proper survey to be made of said 
grounds upon the Wissahickon, and to file said survey 
in the Survey Department of the City of Philadelphia, 
and the grounds and creek hereby appropriated are 
declared to be a part of Fairmount Park. 

Sect. 3. That the title to and ownership of the 
ground within said boundaries shall be vested in the 
City of Philadelphia, excepting therefrom so much as 
shall be required by the Schuylkill Navigation Com- 
pany, the Philadelphia and Reading, the Junction and 
Connecting Railroad Companies for the execution of 
their franchises as now provided by law. 

Sect. 4. So much of the ground as was embraced in 
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the Act to which this is a Supplement, approved the 
twenty-sixth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-seven, and is not included in the above boun- 
daries, is hereby released from all claim of title by the 
said city, with the same effect as if it had never been 
included. 

Sect. 5. That all the grounds taken within the 
boundaries of the Fairmount Park by the first sections 
of this Act, shall be subject to all the powers and con- 
trol given by the A ct to which this is a Supplement to 
the City of Philadelphia and the Park Commissioners 
designated by or appointed under said Act ; and the 
owners of all ground, taken for the Park, and others 
interested therein, shall be compensated as in said Act 
is directed and provided. 

Sect. 6. The said Commissioners shall have power 
and authority, from time to time, to vacate any street 
or road within the boundaries of the Park, (excepting 
Girard avenue,) and to open for pubUc use such other 
roads, avenues and streets therein as they deem neces- 
sary. 

Sect. 7. The Councils of the City of Philadelphia 
shall cause, under the supervision of the Department 
of Surveys, such alterations of the plan of survey of 
the Twenty-fourth Ward as lies between Fairmount 
Park as by this Act established, the Pennsylvania 
Railroad and the City avenue, and of the contiguous 
parts of the Twentieth and Twenty-eighth Wards, as 
may become necessary or expedient by reason of the 
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extension as aforesaid of the limits of the Fairmount 
Park, and cause the same to be established in manner 
as now provided by law for revising or laying out 
plans of survey in and for the City of Philadelphia; 
and shall lay out an avenue as one of the streets of the 
city, of the width of not less than one hundred feet, 
as a boundary of the Park on the southwest, west and 
northwest sides thereof, extending from Girard avenue 
to the river Schuylkill, at or near the Falls bridge ; 
and also upon the eastern side of the river from the 
intersection of Pennsylvania avenue and Thirty-third 
street, northward along the boundary of said Park, to 
the river Schuylkill. 

Sect. 8. The jurisdiction of the Commissioners of 
the Park shall extend to the breadth of the footway 
next the Park, in all avenues or streets which shall 
bound upon the Park, and they shall direct the man- 
ner in which such footways shall be laid out, curbed, 
paved, planted and ornamented ; which footways shall 
not be less than twenty feet in width on any avenue 
or street of the width of one hundred feet, and of like 
proportion upon any street or avenue of a greater or 
less width, unless otherwise directed by the Commis- 
sioners. 

Sect. 9. The said Park Commissioners or jury who 
shall assess the compensation to the owners for the 
ground taken, shall ascertain and make compensation 
for buildings, as well as the ground taken; but all 
buildings and machinery and fixtures not required by 
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the Park Commission, shall be removed by the owners 
thereof whenever payment of the compensation 
awarded them shall be made or tendered to them ; and 
upon such payment or tender, the Park Commissioners 
shall forthwith take possession of the premises. If 
any owner or lessee of ground taken cannot be found, 
notice of the taking and valuation of his land shall be 
given by advertisement in two daily papers, published 
in Philadelphia, six times, and in the Legal Intelli- 
gencer twice ; and the amount awarded in such case 
to the owner or lessee, shall remain in the City 
treasury, until such owner shall produce the decree of 
the court having jurisdiction in the premises, ordering 
the said moneys to be paid to him or his legal repre- 
sentatives. 

Sect. 10. The said Commissioners and jury may 
make partial or special reports, from time to time, to 
the court, as they may be ready to do so, and the 
court may act upon such reports separately ; and the 
powers of the jury shall continue, unless limited 
by the court, or they be required by the court to make 
report, until they shall have reported on all the cases 
on which they have been appointed, although a term 
or terms of the court shall have intervened; and 
jurors, not to exceed six in number, may be appointed 
upon one or more cases, according to the order of the 
court made; and whenever any report of the said 
Commissioners or of the jury shall have been con- 
firmed by the court, the valuation made shall be forth- 
with payable by the City of Philadelphia. 
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Sect. 11. The City of Philadelphia shall be author- 
ized and required to raise by loans, from time to time, 
such sums of money as shall be necessary to make 
compensation for all grounds heretofore taken or to be 
taken for said Fairmount Park, and for the laying out 
and construction thereof for public use ; for the per- 
manent care and improvement thereof, and for all 
culverts and other means of preserving the Schuylkill 
water pure for the use of the citizens of said city ; and 
shall annually assess taxes for keeping in repair and 
good order the said Park; and shall also provide for 
the payment of the interest on all said loans, and the 
usual sinking fund for the redemption thereof. 

Sect. 12. The said Park Commissioners shall, from 
time to time, appoint such officers, agents and subor- 
dinates as they may deem necessary, for the purposes 
of this Act and the Act to which this is a Supplement; 
and they shall prescribe the duties and the compensa- 
tion to be paid them ; and so much of the second sec- 
tion of the Act to which this is a Supplement, as re- 
quires that the Secretary shall be chosen from the 
Commissioners, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 13. It shall be lawful for said Park Com- 
missioners to acquire title to the whole of any tract of 
land, part of which shall fall within the boundaries 
mentioned in the first sections of this Act, and to take 
convieyance thereof in the name of the City of Phila- 
delphia ; and such parts thereof as shall lie beyond or 
[within]* the said Park limits, again to sell and convey 

* Altered to "without" by Sec. 2 of the Act of January 27, 1870, p. 29. 
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in absolute fee simple to any purchaser or purchasers 
thereof, by deeds to be signed by the Mayor, under 
the seal of the City, to be affixed by direction of 
Councils ; either for cash, or part cash and part to be 
secured by bond and mortgage to the City, paying all 
cash into the City treasury : Provided^ That the pro- 
ceeds of such sales shall be paid into the sinking fund 
for the redemption of the loan created under the pro- 
visions of this Act : Provided also^ That no Coijimis- 
sioner, nor any., officer under the Park Commission, 
shall in any wise be directly or indirectly interested in 
any such sale of lands by the Commissioner as afore- 
said ; and if any Commissioner or officer as aforesaid 
shall act in violation of this proviso, he shall, if a 
Commissioner, be subject to expulsion ; if an officer, 
to be discharged, by a majority of votes of the Board 
of Park Commissioners, after an opportunity afforded 
of explanation and defence. 

Sect. 14. The said Board of Commissioners shall, 
annually hereafter, in the month of [December, make, 
to the Mayor of the City of Philadelphia,]* a report 
of their proceedings, and a statement of their expendi- 
tures for the preceding year. 

Sect. 15. The said Park Commissioners shall have 
exclusive power to lease from year to year, all houses 
and buildings within the Park limits, which may be 
let without prejudice to the interests and purposes of 

* The Act of January 27, 1870, Sec. 4, provides that the report shall 
be made in the months of January to the City Councils, page 30. 
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the Park, by leases' to be signed by their President 
and Secretary, and to collect the rents and pay them 
into the City treasury. 

Sect. 16. All houses and buildings now built or to 
be built on any part of the Park grounds, by or for 
boat or skating clubs, or zoological or other purposes, 
shall be taken to have rights subordinate to the public 
purposes intended to be subserved by acquiring and 
laying out the Park, and shall be subject to the regu- 
lations of said Park Commissioners, imder licenses 
which shall be approved by the Commission, and 
signed by the President and Secretary, and will sub- 
ject them to their supervision and to removal, or sur- 
render to the City, whensoever the said Commissioners 
may require. 

Sect. 17. The said Park Commissioners shall have 
power to accept in the name and behalf of the City of 
Philadelphia, devises, bequests and donations of lands, 
moneys, objects of art and natural history, maps and 
books, or other things, upon such trusts as may be 
prescribed by the testator or donor : Provided^ Such 
trusts be satisfactory to the Commission, and compat- 
ible with the purposes of said Park. 

Sect. 18. None of the Park Commissioners, nor 

any person employed by them, shall have power to 

create any debt or obligation to bind said Board of 

Commissioners, except by the express authority of the 

said Commissioners at a meeting duly convened. 

2 
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Sect. 19. The said Park Commissioners shall have 
the power to govern, manage, lay out, plant and oma^ 
ment the said Fairmount Park, and to maintain the 
same in good order and repair; and to construct all 
proper bridges, buildings, railways, and other improve- 
ments therein, and to repress all disorders therein 
under the provisions hereinafter contained. 

Sect. 20. That the said Park Commissioners shall 
have authority to license the laying down, and the use 
for a term of years, from time to time, of such passen- 
ger railways as they may think will comport with the 
use and enjoyment of the said Park by the public, 
upon such terms as said Commissioners may agree; 
all emoluments from which shall be paid into the City 
Treasury. 

Sect. 21. The said Park shall be under the follow- 
ing rules and regulations, and such others as the Park 
Commissioners may from time to time ordain : 

I. No persons shall turn cattle, goats, swine or 
horses or other animals loose into the Park. 

II. No persons shall carry fire-arms, or shoot birds 
in the Park, or within fifty yards thereof, or throw 
stones or other missiles therein. 

III. No one shall cut, break, or in anywise injure 
or deface the trees, shrubs, plants, turf, or any of the 
buildings, fences, structures or statuary, or foul any 
fountains or springs within the Park. 
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IV. No person shall drive or ride therein at a rate 
exceeding seven miles an hour. 

V. No one shall ride or drive therein, upon any 
other than upon the avenues and roads. 

VI. No coach or vehicle used for hire, shall stand 
upon any part of the Park for the purpose of hire, nor 
except in waiting for persons taken by it into the Park, 
unless in either case at points designated by the Com- 
mission. 

VII. No wagon or vehicle of burden or traffic shall 
pass through the Park, except upon such road or 
avenue as shall be designated by the Park Commis- 
sioners for burden transportation. 

VIII. No street railroad car shall come within the 
lines of the Park without the license of the Park 
Commission. 

IX. No person shall expose any article for sale 
within the Park without the previous license of the 
Park Commission. 

X. No person shall take ice from the Schuylkill 
within the Park without the license of the said Com- 
mission first had, upon such terms as they may think 
proper. 

XL No threatening, abusive, insulting, or indecent 
language shall be allowed in the Park. 

XII. No gaming shaU be allowed therein, nor any 
obscene or indecent act therein. 
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XIII. No person shall go in to bathe within the 
Park. 

XIV. No person shall fish or disturb the water- fowl 
in the pool, or any pond, or birds in any part of the 
Park, nor discharge any fire-works therein, nor affix 
any bills or notices therein. 

XV. No person shall have any musical, theatrical, 
or other entertainment therein, without the license of 
the Park Commissioners. 

XVT. No person shall enter or leave the Park 
except by such gates or avenues as may be for such 
purpose arranged. 

XVII. No gathering or meeting of any kind, as- 
sembled through advertisement, shall be permitted in 
the Park without the previous permission of the Com- 
mission ; nor shall any gathering or meeting for politi- 
cal purposes in the Park be permitted under any 
circumstances. 

XVIII. That no intoxicating liquors shall be al- 
lowed to be sold within said Park. 

Sect. 22. Any person who shall violate any of said 
rules and regulations, and any others which shall be 
ordained by the said Park Commissioners, for the gov- 
ernment of said Park, not inconsistent with this act, 
or the laws and constitutions of this State and United 
States — the power to ordain which rules and regula- 
tions is hereby expressly given to said Commissioners 
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—shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall pay 
such fine as may be prescribed by said Park Commis- 
sioners, not to exceed five dollars for each and every 
violation thereof, to be recovered before any alderman 
of said City, as debts of that amount are recoverable, 
which fines shall be paid into the City treasury : Pro- 
vided^ That if said Park Commissioners should license 
the taking of ice in said Park, or the entry of any 
street or railroad therein, or articles for sale, or musi- 
cal entertainments, it may be with such compensation 
as they may think proper, to be paid into the City 
treasury; And provided^ That any person violating 
any of said rules and regulations shall be further lia- 
ble to the full extent of any damage by him or her 
committed, in trespass or other action ; and any tenant 
or licensed party who shall violate the said rules, or 
any of them, or consent to or permit the same to be 
violated on his or her or their premises, shall forfeit 
his or her or their lease or license, and shall be liable 
to be forthwith removed by a vote of the Park Com- 
mission ; and every lease and license shall contain a 
clause making it cause of forfeiture thereof for the 
lessee or party licensed to violate or permit or suffer 
any violation of said rules and regulations or any of 
them. It shall be the duty of the police appointed to 
duty in the Park, without warrant, forthwith to' arrest 
any offender against the preceding rules and regula- 
tions, whom they may detect in the commission of such 
offence, and to take the person or persons so arrested 
forthwith before a magistrate having competent juris- 
diction. 
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Sect. 23. All rents, license charges and fees; all 
fines, proceeds of all sales, except of lands purchased, 
and profits of whatsoever kind to be collected, received, 
or howsoever realized, shall be paid into the City 
treasury, as a fund to be exclusively appropriated by 
Councils for Park purposes, under the direction of said 
Commission : Provided^ That moneys or property given 
or bequeathed to the Park Commissioners upon spe- 
cified trusts shall be received and receipted for by 
their Treasurer, and held and applied according to the 
trusts specified. 

Sect. 24. That the Councils of the City of Philadel- 
phia be and they are hereby authorized to widen and 
straighten any street laid upon the public plans of said 
City, as they may think requisite to improve the 
approaches to Fairmount Park. 

• Sect. 25. That nothing in this Act contained shall 
suspend or affect any proceeding pending in court 
under any existing law; but the same shall be pro- 
ceeded in as if this Act had not been passed. 

Sect. 26. The damages for ground and property 
taken for the purpose of this Act shall be ascertained, 
adjusted and assessed in like manner as is prescribed 
by the Act to which this is a supplement. 

Sect. 27. The said Park Commissioners shall em- 
ploy, equip, and pay a Park force, adequate to maintain 
good order therein and in all houses thereupon ; which 
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force shall be subject to the orders of the Mayor upon 
any emergency; and so far as said force shall consist 
of others than the hands employed to labor in the 
Park, it shall be appointed and controlled as the other 
police of the City. 

Sect. 28. [There shall be an additional assistant 
appointed by the City Solicitor, whose duty it shall be, 
imder the direction of the City Solicitor, to attend to 
the assessments of damages, and to such other busi- 
ness of a legal nature connected with the Park as said 
Commissioners may require.]* 

Approved April 14, 1868. 

♦Repealed by the 5th section of the Act of January 27, 1870, page 30, 



A FURTHER SUPPLEMENT 

To an Act entitled " An Act appropriating ground for public purposes 
in the City of Philadelphia, ' ' approved the twenty-sixth day of March, 
Anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

Section 1 . Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania^ 
in General Assembly met^ and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same^ That it shall be lawful for the 
Fairmount Park Commissioners, in the name of the 
City of Philadelphia, to prevent and restrain the 
damage or the destruction of any trees and shrubbery 
upon any premises within the bounds described for the 
Fairmount Park, by the supplement to the Act creat- 
ing said Park, approved the fourteenth day of April, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, although tlie com- 
pensation to the owners may not have been assessed 
o r paid. 

Sect. 2. That the Fairmount Park Commissioners 
shall have power, on behalf of the City of Philadel- 
phia, to adjust the boundaries of said Park with any 
railroad or canal company whose track, tow-path or 
canal navigation lies within or is bordering upon said 
Park, and with any other owner bounding upon the 
Park, and to receive and make the proper conveyances 
or releases in adjusting said boundaries as now pro- 
vided by law, and if an increase of width be conceded 
to any company or companies, or individuals, or an 
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exchange of property be made, it shall be at a rate of 
compensation not less than a just and proportionate 
share of the cost of the whole property paid at any 
time by the City of Philadelphia, with lawful interest 
thereon, which compensation shall be paid into the 
sinking fund of said city, for the extinguishment of 
the Park loan. 

Sect. 3. That all moneys raised by the City of 
Philadelphia by loans for the purchase of grounds for 
the Fairmount Park, and the construction and laying 
out the same, shall be kept separately by the treasurer 
of the said city, and shall be appropriated and paid 
for no other purposes. 

Sect. 4. It shall be lawful for the said Park Com- 
mission, after having given sixty days' notice of an 
intention so to do, to take actual possession of any 
lands or property included within the boundaries of 
the Park, although the compensation or damages for 
the said grounds or property may not have been 
assessed or paid; and the City of Philadelphia shall 
thereupon become liable for the payment of the com- 
pensation or damages which may be awarded for 
taking such grounds, as of the date when said grounds 
and property were actually taken into possession, and 
with interest from such date : Provided^ That before 
any such notice be given as hereinabove provided, the 
said Park Commissioners shall have made an applica- 
tion to the Court for the appointment of a jury accord- 
ing to the provisions of law. 
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Sect. 5. If in laying out and adjusting the grades 
of the boundary ayenues of Fairmount Park, the con- 
figuration of the ground shall make it advantageous to 
vary from the boundaries as now authorized by law, 
said Park Commissioners are hereby authorized and 
empowered to negotiate and agree with any owner or 
owners of ground bounding upon the Park, and so 
required for the proper location and adjustment of said 
boundary avenues, as to the price and conveyance 
thereof; and to that end may take and receive addi- 
tional ground, or make exchanges or releases as the 
case may require : Provided^ That the area of the said 
Park shall not be increased thereby. 

In case of inability from any cause to fix the price 
of any land, or to adjust the terms of any exchange of 
ground required for the purpose aforesaid, the same 
shall be determined by a jury appointed for the pur- 
pose, in the manner provided in the Act to which this 
is a supplement. 

Sect. 6. That it shall and may be lawful for the City 
Councils to confer upon the said Park Commission, 
and for the Commission to accept, the care and man- 
agement from time to time of any other grounds now 
appropriated or hereafter to be appropriated for park 
purposes within the City of Philadelphia. 

Sect. 7. No Park Commissioner, and no Solicitor 
acting for said Commission, and no person exercising 
any office, or holding any appointment under such 
Commission, shall receive, either directly or indirectly. 
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any compensation for any services rendered to any 
party having any claim of any kind, whether for land 
damages, or in any other manner arising against said 
Commission, or of the City, excepting only the proper 
salary or compensation, if any, attached to his office, 
and any offence against the provisions of this section 
shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and punishable by 
expulsion from office. 

Sect. 8. The first section of an Act of Assembly, 
approved the fourteenth day of April, Anno Domini 
one thousand^ eight hundred and sixty^ight, entitled 
" A Supplement to an Act entitled An Act appropriat- 
ing ground for public purposes in the City of Phila- 
delphia,'' approved the twenty-sixth day of March, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
seven, shall be amended so that the same in describing 
the boundaries of Fairmount Park shall read as fol- 
lows : " Beginning at a point in the northeasterly line 
'* of property owned and occupied .by the Reading 
" Railroad Company, near the City bridge over the 
" river Schuylkill at the Falls, where said northeasterly 
" line would be intersected by the line dividing the 
" property of H. Duhring, from that of F. Stoever and 
" T. Johnson, if the same were extended ; from thence 
" in a southwesterly direction upon said dividing line 
" and its prolongation to the middle of the Ford road;" 
and from thence the said boundary line shall proceed 
as in said first section is described. And furthermore, 
it is hereby declared to be the true intent and mean- 
ing of the fifth section of said Act, that all the grounds 
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pertaining to Fairmount Park, and mentioned and de- 
scribed in any of the sections of said Act of Assembly, 
shall be subject to all the powers, control and author- 
ity which is by force of law conferred upon the Com- 
missioners of Fairmount Park. 

Sect. 9. It is the true intent and meaning of the 
Act entitled '* An Act appropriating ground for public 
purposes in the City of Philadelphia," approved March 
twenty-sixth, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
seven, and of the supplement thereto, passed April 
fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, 
and of the provisions of this further supplement, that 
no interest shall be allowed on damages for ground 
taken up to the time of their payment, or the issue of 
any warrant for their payment by the City of Phila- 
delphia, excepting only such cases as are provided in 
the fourth section of this Act. 

Approved April 21, 1869. 



A FUETHER SUPPLEMENT 

To an Act entitled " An Act appropriating ground for public purposes 
in the City of Philadelphia, " approved the twenty-sixth day of March, 
Anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in General Assembly met^ and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the same^ That it shall be lawful for 
the Court of Quarter Sessions of Philadelphia county 
to confirm the partial or special reports of Park juries, 
and to order payment by the City of Philadelphia, of 
the damages awarded to one or more owners of land 
from time to time, although the jury shall not specify 
therein by whom the damages are to be paid without 
prejudice to the right and power of the same or any 
other jury appointed by the Court to subsequently 
make inquiry as to the advantages of opening said 
Park to properties adjoining, or in the vicinity of the 
same, and by a subsequent partial or special report 
to determine what amount, if any, of said damages 
shall be paid by the City of Philadelphia, and what 
amount if any shall be paid by the property owners 
benefited, as now provided by law. 

Sect. 2. That the word *' within " in section thir- 
teen of the Act of the fourteenth of April, Anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight 
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relating to Fairmount Park next after the words 
" beyond or " be altered to " without." 

Sect. 3. That should any vacancy happen in any 
jury now appointed or hereafter to be appointed, by 
death or resignation, removal or otherwise, it shall be 
lawful for the Court to fill such vacancy from time to 
time as it may happen without prejudice to the validity 
of the proceedings: Provided^ That every claimant 
shall have the opportunity of being folly heard by the 
whole jury or a quorum thereof after any such new 
appointment. 

Sect. 4. That the Board of Park Commissioners 
shall make their annual report to the Councils of the 
City of Philadelphia during the month of January, 
and not to the Mayor of said City as now provided by 
law. 

Sect. 5. That the twenty-eighth section of the Act 
entitled " A Supplement to an Act entitled ' An Act 
appropriating ground for public purposes in the City 
of Philadelphia,' approved the twenty-sixth day of 
March, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-seven," approved the fourteenth day of 
April, Anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, 
shall be and the same is hereby repealed ; and there 
shall be appointed by the Commissioners of Fairmount 
Park, a Solicitor, whose duty it shall be under their 
direction to attend to the assessment of damages, and 
to such other business of a legal nature connected 
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with the Park as the said Commissioners may require, 
he shall receive during the present year and hereafter, 
until otherwise ordered by Councils, the same com- 
pensation as is now provided for the Assistant Solici- 
tor named in the said twenty-eighth section. 

Approved January 27, 1870. 



AN ACT 

To secure to the citizens of the Commonwealth the free use and enjoy- 
ment of Pairmount Park in the City of Philadelphia, and to prevent 
the construction of any Railroad therein. 

Whereas, The City of Philadelphia under authority 
conferred by an Act of Assembly approved March 
twenty-sixth, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-seven, and the several supplements thereto, has 
purchased a large body of land within the limits of 
said City, and laid out and improved the same as a 
public Park known as Fairmount Park, and has ex- 
pended several millions of dollars in the purchase and 
improvement of the same : 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in General Assembly met^ and it is hereby enacted hy 
the avtharity of the same. That the City of Philadelphia 
is hereby required to maintain and keep open the said 
Fairmount Park for the free use and enjoyment of all 
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the citizens of this State, subject to the rules adopted 
for the good order and government of the same, and 
in consideration of the comphance of the said City 
with the requirements of this Act, the State of Penn- 
sylvania hereby declares and agrees that no Rail- 
road shall ever hereafter be constructed within the 
limits of the said Fairmount Park: Provided^ That 
nothing in this Act shall be construed to interfere with 
the rights already acquired by any railroad company 
whose tracts are now laid within the limits of said 
Fairmount Park. 

Approved March 16, 1870. 

JAN 8 1917 



